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I can't remember a time before I was a Doctor Who fan, I was lucky 
■flk ■ enough to be a part of that last generation before it left the air - my 
I fV 1 most vivid memory is of the Oalek's murderous POV as it ascended the 
I ™ ' stairs, bearing down on a terrified Sylvester McCoy in ‘Remembrance 

lx i Of The Daleks'. 

Lucky, not because I have Year memories of classic Who with which to lord 
it over new fans, but because my relationship with the show matured alongside 
a fandom that seemed to be at its most passionate and creative. Without the 
constraints of TV continuity, fiction flourished, fan films were bom and audio 
adventures would follow. Inspired by a fanzine one of my cousins made (Hand Of 
Omega , if anyone remembers it), I put together my own. 

Half of it was content photocopied from his. some from the Doctor Who 
Magazine , and then some rambling nonsense of my own - the cover art was Chris 
Achilleos 1 wonderfully haunting cover for the Target novelisation of Doctor Who 
And The Dalek invasion Of Earth. That's rather a lot of copyright infringement 
I've just owned upto, so be gentle. I only sold two copies in my primary school 
playground before the teacher on duty confiscated them, along with the 30p profit, 

There's a lovely sense of coming full circle. Aside from the pomp and glory of the 
50th anniversary getting the fanfare it deserves - the terrible events of the 30th 
still burn a hole in my heart - there's that all-important human element. 

My relationship with Doctor Who won’t be that dissimilar to yours, or the stories 
of the people at the heart of the show. Time has been a great democratiser. As fans 
came of age they kept Doctor WTioa live, and eventually returned it to our screens. 
They became writers (Mark Gatiss, Paul Cornell, Gareth Roberts), showrunners 
(Steven Moffat, Russell T Davies) and even Doctors (David Tennant, Peter Capaldi). 

This 50th anniversary belongs to all of us. We all came to this series and put 
something of ourselves into it - our love, creativity, passion and time. We're not 
celebrating 50 years of Doctor Who: we Ye celebrating 50 years of our Doctor Who . 



Leaping into (jfimm’s 
supernatural drama wake, 
Fo/ s Sleepy Hollow comes 
from the Kurtzman/ 
Ord wonder team and 

t , 

has that same chewable 
weekly mystery format as 
Fringe. Armed with some 
idiosyne rat ically Amet ica n 
gothic horror touches that 
have been massaged into 
afulhblown arc mythology, 
that blockbuster touch 
should save it from the 
cruel fate of the duo’s other 
flashlight pann brig cop 
show, Alcatraz. 



James Hoare 
Editor 
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MEET THE TEAM 

Q. Who was the Doctor that best 
defined the show for you? 

□ James Hoare Editor 

A. Sylvester McCoy 

My memories are of 
McCoy, the enigmatic 
arch-manipulator. 



Jodie Tyley Deputy Editor 

A. David Tennant 

The greatest hits of 
new Who best episodes, 
companions and 
the Adipose! 
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Staff Writer 
A. Payl McCann 

I taped the movie and 
watched it again the 
next morning. 

Steve Wright Sub Editor 

A. Christopher 
Eccleston 

Eccleston was my 
gateway into Who - and 
what a gateway he was. 
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ON TRIAL 

Samuel L Jackson, Jose Padilha and 
Joel Kinnaman defend the remake 



WORDS 

JODIE TYLEY 

INTERVIEWS 

STEVE NASH 




om meats on the RohoCop 
trailer on YouTube range 
from hopeful to downright 
scornful And then there's 
the odd reference to Knight 
Rider's KITT. It’s no surprise 
that reaction has been mixed, 
especially since the remake of Total Recall 
floundered at the box office. Director 
Jose Padilha denies that this is a straight 
do-over, though, “It’s a film you can’t just 
do again:’ he admits, "So we didn't decide 
to redo RoboCop. We took the concept of 
RohoCop and brought it to the present.*’ 
The main difference in this film is that 
Officer Alex Murphy isn't killed. Instead, 
he’s injured in a car bomb explosion, and 
multinational conglomerate OmniCorp 
seizes the opportunity to develop a part- 
man, part-robot cop. “The movie uses the 
current issue of drones and takes them to 
their increasingly robotic evolution:’ says 
Padilha, “The first film saw the future 
uses, which is of great merit. Now we have 
more knowledge of how it's going to go 
down. First we use them abroad, then we 
are going to usethemat home." 

OmniCorp imagines a RoboCop in 
every city, but they don’t count on Alex 
Murphy’s battle to override the command 
system. This seems to be the main focus 
of the movie, as Murphy st niggles with 
being a husband and father as well as a law 
enforcer made of steel Star Joel Kinnaman 
admits he had second thoughts about 
taking on the role: “We all loved - and 
respected - the original so I was a little 
intimidated to do this. But excited. There 
is a wrong way to do a RoboCop remake, 



but this isn't it. When 1 heard Jos4 Padilha 
was doing it, l had no doubts." 

The director's previous work on the Elite 
Squad films shows he's capable of striking 
a balance between the message and 
action, but RoboCop won't be as violent. 
The filmmaker is aiming fora PG-13 rating 
and a mainstream audience, which is 
another reason why the project has come 
under fire. But Padilha's not budging: “I 
never really bought into this idea that 
RoboCop has to be R-rated because t he 
first RoboCop was amazingly violent. The 
Dark Knight is PG-13, so you can get away 
with a lot these days with that certificate." 

Aside from the relatively unknown 
Kinnaman, there are some big names 
bolstering the project. There’s Gary 
Oldman as RoboCop’s maker, Michael 
Keaton starring as the villainous CEO of 
OmniCorp, and Marvel movie mascot 
Samuel L Jackson as media mogul 
Pat Novak. Keaton calls the movie 
"hugely entertaining" while Jackson 
says it appeals to his inner geek: "I was 
excited about a modern-day RoboCop , 
thinking about the possibilities and the 
advancements in robotics," he says. 

“I read a lot of comic-books, so 1 see a 
lot of things, and I was very excited by that 
possibility and knowing that there are a 
lot of you ng people who may lie a ware 
of RoboCop, but not really the way were 
aware of RoboCop and what it all meant 
when we saw it. I’m excited for them to 
come into that world," 

RoboCop will be released in cinemas on 
7 February 2014, 
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' OFT THE MARKY MARK ^ 

COMPLETE AND 
UTTER BAYHEM 



What’s the one phrase that sums up 
Michael Bay s fourth mho 'buster? It s 
"Chase from Hell/' the director told Coming 
Soon.net, and while he is remaining tight- 
lipped regarding the details for Transformers: 
Age Of Extinction, the first behind-the- 
scenes picture reveals all the hallmarks 
of a multi-million dollar Bay movie: 
explosions and destruction at sunset, 
We'vealso got our first look at the all-new 
cast led by Mark Wahlberg, Nicola Peltz and 
Stanley Tucci. 




^UUfl WORDS JODIE TYLEY 

The enemy they'll be facing is yet to be 
seen, but producer Lorenzo di Bonaventura 
has let slip that it will be the Dinobots - 
robots that transform into dinosaurs - which 
makes sense, given the movie's title. "The 
world’s coolest, most exciting cars will appear 
in the film/ 1 he added in an interview with 
Beijing News , "including Chinese vehicles, so 
whether vou are a car enthusiast or not, it will 
be a feast for the eyes” 

The Transformers saga has so far proved 
to be a solid box office performer, with Dark 
Ot The Moon making more than $1 billion 
and becoming the sixth highest-grossing 
movie of all time. This latest instalment 
picks up four years after the third film, 
when a group of powerful businessmen and 
scientists are pushing the boundaries of 
technology, while an ancient Transformer 
menace returns to Earth. 

Transformers: Age Of Extinction is due in 
cinemas 10 July 2014. 
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GERRY ANDERSON’S FINAL PROJECT IS GO! 



Jamie Anderson talks new book series Gemini Force One interview james hoare 
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L egendary Thunderhirds creator 
Gerry Anderson passed away 
on Boxing Day 2012. but his 
i ideas live on in Gemini Force 
One , a book trilogy to be completed 
by YA author MG Harris from 
Anderson's own notes and outlines. 
Rather than take it to a publisher, 
Jamie Anderson - Gerry's son - 
opted to take it to Kickstarter and 



release it as an eBook, We spoke to 
him to find out why.,, 

; IT’S FAITHFUL 

(Jr "One of the things that 
seemed to be the downfall of any 
Anderson property was when other 
people got involved and steered 
it away from the original concept* 
This is still his idea, this isn't my 
baby - I'm just nurturing it because 
he already got it going." 

IT’S IN SAFE HANDS 

"[MG Harris! and I just clicked. 
She hadn't taken if down the route 
of making it into her style or her 
project; she just got how to keep it 
Gerry Anderson and fill in the gaps 
and turn Anderson ideas and action 
into decent prose." 





IT’S RELEVANT 

"This was initially sparked 
off by the Deepwater Horizon oil 
platform incident. Gemini Force was 
really a result of him watching the 
news and becoming immersed in a 
world where environmental stuff is 
more dominant, and also terrorism 
has become a greater and greater 
threat. IPs a rescue force bom out 
of the need of a society to deal with 
those problems." 






IT’S A THUNDERBIRDS PREQUEL 
(SORT OF) 

"It's set in a different world, so 
we're not in 2065, 1 guess it's a 
pre-Thunderbirds world; were 
looking at five to ten years in the 
future from now Although the 
show is from the early Sixties 



and is set 100 years in the 
future, the rate of change of 
technology is accelerating so 
rapidly that UFO is only set 11 
years in the future." 

^j) IT’S HEADING TO TV (MAYBE) 

"The Kickstarter campaign 
itself has caught the eyes of a 
couple of people who may be able 
to facilitate the move toward a TV 
series, that's all I can say at this 
stage. It s such early days, but to 
have a call from somebody that I 
know can make this book a much 
bigger thing after 72 hours of the 
campaign running is a pretty 
good sign," O 

Find out more at www. 
gerryandersomco.uk. 



O mark WAHLBERG S FOUR CHILDREN WILL ALL BE APPEARING IN TRANSFORMERS: AGE OF EXTINCTION. 



008 SdFiNow 



WVVW.SCIFINOWOO.UK 





















I 'Tiii i 



HOT NEWS 

Alexis Demsof and Amy Acker 
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JOSS WROTE AMY 
AUDITION SCENE ■ 
HIBIC PENTAMETER 



'A 



FIVE THINGS WITH 



ALEXIS DENISOF 
AND AMY ACKER 

Angel’s best-loved couple on reuniting with Joss Whedon words jodietyley 



'») Ten-year reunion 

Fol lowing Avengers Assemble . d i rector Joss 
Whedon jumped straight into making another movie: an 
adaptation of William Shakespeare's Much Ado About 
Nothing ; starrirg his Angel chums Alexis Denisof and Amy 
Acker. Despite a decade having passed, Denisof says it was 
just like filming AngeL "There's not much time to make a 
TV show where there's an eight-day turnaround, and for 
this we only had 12. We fall into rhythm so easily, and the 
three of us have a trust and rapport; we're always trying to 
make the other two laugh.' 1 



series finale ['Not Fade Away'] Joss came to direct us. 
He didn't write the episode, but he wrote that one scene 
where Wesley dies, and directed it for the day." 



Double act 

Much Ado is packed with razor-sharp wit and 
physical comedy, which Denisof particularly enjoyed. His 
favourite moments on Angef were the comedy episodes: 

"I remember when we came to Spin The Bottle' [S4E06], 
Joss wrote that just because he missed the old gqofy days 
of early Fred and Wesley, because he intentionally wanted 
to have a moment of sheer silliness before plunging down 
again. In that sense it's very reminiscent of Shakespeare 1 ' 

Aj Behind closed doors 

The Shakes peare read ings at W h edon ‘s hou se have 
become legendary, and this film brings us as close as 
possible to an invite. ''Hanging out at Joss 1 house has that 
sense of watching Much Ado , you have an energy and a 
smile," says Acker '’If he asks you to do something, like go 



£%) Happy endings 

The last time we saw them together it was as 
d oomed lovers Fred and Wesley so Much Ado was a 
chance to see the pair get a happy ending (in a sense). 
''You know Joss," says Denisof, "He either kills you or 
breaks you up." 41 We got both!" laughs Acker. 'The three 
of us have a special collaboration, and even on the Angel 



to dinner or be on a TV show, the answer should always be 
yes, because rt‘s always going to be a good time with good 
people." So what does it take to infiltrate the inner circle? 
“Try to bathe. "she deadpans. 



* 1 Shanshu Prophecy 

Trivia: the first time this duo met. it was in the 
context of a Shakespeare -in spired scene. "Joss wrote 
Amy’s audition scene in iambic pentameter because 
he can. I think there were even rhyming couplets.” says 
Denisof. "The scene was J August Richards and myself 
fighting for the affections of this new character Fred, and 
that became a theme in the series, but it also came full 
circle with the Shakespeare connection on this movie.” 
w*- \ Incidentally Illyria - the blue demon Fred 

transforms into - was named after the 
setting of Twelfth Night 



Much Ado About Nothing is available on 
DVD and Blu-ray now. 
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MADMENB 



Hayley Atwell wants 
to star in an Agent 
Carter TV spin-off 
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Definitely one of the 

stand-out supporting 
characters of Marvel 
Phase One, and largely 
the series' only lion- 
exploitative fantasy 
ass-kicker (Black 
Widow) or vanilla 
love interest [Jane Foster, Pepper Potts), 
Ciipuin America: The First Avenger* s 
Agent Peggy Carter could be getting a TV 
series on ABC. 

Played by Hayley Atwell in the movie 
and the Marvel One-Shot that came 
included with the Iron Man 3 Blu-ray, 
Margaret Peggy’ Carter was a British 
officer with the OSS/SOE-like SSR - the 

E 

Strategic Scientific Reserve - which after 
the war became known as SHIELD. 

"it's obviously set in a time where the 
difference between men and women in 
the workplace was a lot stronger than it 
is now, but there is still a long way to go," 
explains Atwell. 

"I always love seeing st rong role models 
for women, both far me growing up 
and even me now. I think it’s very 




important. So it's an honour to be part of 
that world." 

The question is whether she would 
be willing to return. While Marvel and 
ABC remain tight-lipped, she told us. 

"If the scripts were good. 1 would do it. 
Anything's possible. She's awesome/ 1 The 
actress certainly enjoyed playing a more 
active role in the Agent Carters hurt. "1 got 
to kick a lot of butt in this, which I didn't 
get to do in Captain America? she says. 

1 kept doing that embarrassing thing 
where you create your own sound effect s, 
I kept going Tow! T io myself, and the 
sound lady was like, ‘You really don't need 
to do that."' 

Agents Of SHIELD also started life as 
a Marvel One-Shot - Item 47 - and given 
the role SHIELD or its predecessor play in 
the proposed show, it would be a missed 
opportunity not to use it as a prequel, 
setting up characters and concepts that 
could be revisited in later Marvel movies 
or TV shows. 



Agents Of SI HELD is currently airing on 
Channel 4. 



FUN WITH JANE 



FEMALE SUPERHERO 
MOVIE CONFIRMED 

Thor’s Natalie Portman adds fuel to the 




Captain Marvel rumours 

Let's face it, 

3 

Marvel movies 
are a bit of a 
boys' dub. But 
that's about 
to diange, 
according 
to Natalie 
Portman, 

Speaking exclusively to SciFiNow, 
she confirmed that a female-led 
superhero film is on the agenda. 

"There are many strong women, 
but it will be exciting when there is 
a central female character, which 
I think is coming - 1 have heard 
is coming - and, of course, also a 
central non -white character," she 
says. "1 think it's a testament to the 
people who run Marvel, their respect 
and the way they want to characterise 
them; you can tell when men talk to 
you, as just a person or as a 'woman'." 



This echoes the rumours of a 
Captain Marvel movie that Marvel 
Co-President Louis D’Esposito 
mentioned to Cum ingSoon.net. One 
of Marvel's mightiest superheroes, 
she led the Avengers as Ms Marvel 
before adopting the name Captain 
Marvel There has even been casting 
talk, as BattlestarGalactica's Katce 
Sackhoff hinted at meetings with 
Marvel on t he Schmoes Know 
podcast: "There’s been a lot of 
checking of availability. she 
revealed, 'land] a lot of questions 
about the first quarter of next year." 

This coincides with the filming 
of Avengers: Age Of Ultron, but as 
Captain Marvel is one of Marvel's 
heavy hitters, it would make sense for 
her to cameo in Phase Two, 



Thor: The Dnrk World is in ci nemas 
30 October 2013. 




GIRL POWER 

The super characters we think 
deserve their own movie 

Batwoman (DC) 

Long gone is the original Batwoman who, 
along with Batgirl, was created just to serve 
as Batman s love interest. The modem Kate 
Kane wouldn’t look at Bruce Wayne twice, 
and not just because of her headline-grabbing 
sexuality. This Batwoman doesn't take 
anyone's lead, so it sonly fitting she should set 
the trend rather than follow it. 



Stargirl (DC) 

Stars' creation is tinted by sadness, as Geoff 
Johns based her personality on his late sister, 
also named Courtney. In the comics, she 
discovers the original Star-Spangled Kid's 
outfit while rooting through her stepfather's 
things and wears it out of spite. The story turns 
rather sweet when he builds a robotic suit 
called STRIPE, which he wears to protect her. 

Miss America (Marvel) 

The original heroine was a shining example 
of comics tradition as a heiress who had 
an accident in a science lab. We think her 
successor America Chavez would suit a movie 
better however, as a sassy Latino superheroine 
who's recruited to join the Young Avengers. No 
one knows much about her, but it’s rumoured 
that she can kick a person off the planet. 
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HOT NEWS 

Avengers: Age Of Ultron 





Avengers: Age Of Ultron wM be released in summer 2015. 



"They'll come back. Because well need them to," concludes 
Fury, as we get our f irst look at the reason for the Avengers to 
reassemble: the face of Ultron. In the comics. Ultron’s powers are 
equal to the Avengers, making him particularly tricky to dispose of. 
Will this turn out to be Adam and the Initiative versus the Scooby 
Gang in Buffy The Vampire S/ayerall over again? Either way, we 
suspect the only way to defeat this evil robot will be to pull together. 



This teaser shows the Iron Man armour slowly transforming 
into Ultron, implying a direct link between them. The footage 
was also released via the JARVIS which makes us wonder 
whether Ultron is the next stage in Tony Stark's artificially 
intelligent computer. There are no coincidences in the Marvel 
universe, and writer/director Joss Whedon is the king of the 
organic arc. so we can rest assured that he's not going to conjure 
up a plot point and pretend it always existed. We Ye already well 
aware that some SHIELD agents have more Intel than others, so 
perhaps these secrets are going to come to the fore in the 
Avengers sequel and Ultron could bean intrinsic part of that. 






“I don't play well with others," Tony Stark's words echo from 
Avengers Assemble. At the time he was quoting SHIELD'S 
reason for originally deeming him unfit for the superpowered 
team-up. There's got to be a reason for using this dialogue to 
remind us of SHIELD'S initial distrust of Iron Man, What if Ultron is 
actually something SHIELD has created (using Stark's research 
and tech) to pre-emptively destroy the Avengers should they turn 
rogue and jeopardise world? Comics have executed a similar idea 
in the past with Brother Eye, the advanced surveillance system 
developed by Batman and used to spy on the Justice League. 



“You here with a mission, sir? Trying to get me back in the 
world?” says Captain America. His solo sequel Captain 
America: The Winter Soldier will continue his search fora place in 
modern society and develop his relationship with SHIELD, In 
Avengers Assemble he was willing to trust the organisation, but we 
can imagine he's in for a rude awakening. Perhaps this will come 
from the realisation that Agent Coulson's death was a lie, used to 
manipulate them into working as a team. After all. Nick Fury used 
blood-splattered Captain America cards to convince them, making 
things personal. We wouldn't be surprised if Whedon delivers on 
the tension felt between Iron Man and Cap in the first film. 



# Next up, we hear from Thor, who growls: "After all this time, 
why return now?" It's the only new line of dialogue, and leaves 
us wondering whether its from Thor: The Dark World , On screen, 
the Iron Man suit starts to spark and splinter revealing chinks in the 
armour as Dr Bruce Banner observes, “ We Ve not a team, we re a 
time bomb," It hammers home the idea of conflict within the 
line-up, which Iron Man 3 writer Drew Pearce hinted at earlier this 
year: "I suspect that the first port of call in that movie will be kicking 
the shit out of those characters to see how they cope as a group.'' 



AVENGERS DISASSEMBLED 






FIRST LOOK 
AT ULTRON ( 

A blow-by-blow analysis of the 
Avengers: Age Of Ultron teaser 



tmtmi www.imagiineshop.co.uk 
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Corns cant 
Underworld 
Concept art for 
the proposed video 
game Star Wars : 
JJJJby 
Ryan Church. 



EXPANDED UNIVERSE 



lx 





1 



STAR WARS UNSEEN 



uaa££ ana ive 



rtr tTI 

Padme's Wedding 

lain UcCaigs 
concept art for 
Padme Ami da la’s 
dress for her 
wedding with 
Anahin Skywalker 
in Attack Of 
The Clones . 



> 



■ M fl hen AhsokaTa no fled to level 1312 
' 1 1 m of Corusca nt in The Clone Wa rs 

U U Season Five, we were given ou r first 
■ ■ real look at what Star Wars: 1313 
could have been like. The videogame was 
going to foCUS on the criminal underworld of 
^ the Republic capital, perhaps accompanied by 
the long-mooted live-action television series, 
provisionally tilled Star Wars: Underwork! 

called Star llhrs; First Assault were canned 
when LucasArts closed earlier this year, 



irs viaeogamt 

? had WORDS JODIE TYLEY 

pulling a stop to what seemed to be a larger 
plan to bring Star Wards’ back to an older 
audience. Star Wars Art: Concept gives us the 
chance to see what the next generation of TV 
and videogame projects could have been like, 
brought to life by respected artists including 
Ralph McQuarrte and Joe Johnston. I lore's 

an exclusive glimpse of the 




Armed 
Storm troopers 
Stormtroopers on 
the floating prison 
planet Alderaan 
in A New Hope, 
as envisioned by 
Ralph MeQuame. 
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HOT NEWS 

The Walking Dead 



1VEW5 





THE DEAD RISE AGAIN 



WORDS JODIE TYLEY 

The world of The Walking Dead is getting 
bigger, as AMC is developing a companion 
series.. It's the brainchild of The Walking 
Dead comics creator Robert Kirkman and 
executive producers Gale Anne Hurd and 
David Alpert, and will feature a new cast to 
care about 

"Building on the success of the most 
popular show on television for adults 18-49 
is literally a no-brainer," AMC president and 
GM Charlie Collier said. "We look forward to 
working with Robert Gale and Dave again 
as we develop an entirely new story and cast 
of characters. It's a big world, and we can't 
wait to give fans another unforgettable view 
of the zombie apocalypse " 

Kirkman added that even after a decade 
of writing the comic-book series, lie’s eager 
to start work, "After ten years of writing the 
comic-book series and being so close to the 
debut of our fourth, and in my opinion, hest 
season of the TV series, 1 couldn't be more 
thrilled about getting the chance to create a 
newcomer of The Walking Dead uni verse" 
he said. “The opportunity to make a show 
that isn't tethered by the events of the comic- 
book, and is truly a blank page, has set my 
creativity racing." 



The Walking Dead Season Four is currently 
airing on FOX. 



DRACULA BEGINS 



The complete guide 
to the legends of sci-fi 
has arrived 

From James T Kirk to Robby 
the Robot, The 50 Greatest 
Sci-Fi Icons bookazine gives 
an in-depth took at some of the 
most influential characters, 
men and machines who have 
shaped the sci-fi genre. See if 
your favourite has made the list, 
and read about how some of film 
and TV's most iconic characters 
were born. 

With over 200 pages packed 
with features and interviews, we 
speak to the likes of Stan Lee 
and Joss Whedon to get a first- 
hand insight into the making of 
your most cherished heroes. 
Whether you're a fan of Batman, 
Godzilla, Doctor Who r ETor Mai 
Reynolds, there’s something 
here for every sci-fi fan. 

The 50 Greatest ScTFi 
Icons is on sale now for £9.99, 
available from the imagine Shop 
at wwwJmagineshop.co.uk. 



WORDS JODIE TYLEY 

Jonathan Rhys Meyers on becoming the 
world's most famous vampire, Dracula 



How does this reimagined version of 
Dracula differ from the original? 

We took the blueprints that Bram Stoker 
laid down, set the story at the same time 
- in Victorian England - but changed 
some of the characters and the nature 
of their position. In this series, Dracula 
wants revenge against the Ordo Draco, 
a secret society that did him wrong 
hundreds of years ago. His anger and fury 
have been building up ever since. 

What is the look, feel and tone like? 

It s lush and beautiful. It uses rich colours 
and lenses that [cinematographer] 

Chris Seager has developed that could 
almost be described as [like a] Victorian 



graphic novel. At the same time it has the 
beauty and majesty of Down ton Abbey or 
Boardwalk Empire . 

What is Dracula? 

He s the manifestation of pain and loss. 

He represents what happens when you 
break somebody to that extent when 
you completely demolish their spirit and 
take away the things that they love. Not 
only taking away his wife and kingdom, 
but his power, his life and not allowing him 
the peace of death. It's torture on an epic 
level which is why he waits so long for 
revenge. Its a dish best served cold. 

Dracula is airing soon on Sky Living, 






THE WALKING DEAD 
SPIN-OFF IS DOMING 



AMC orders a 
companion series 
with a bunch of new 
characters for 2015 
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D on’t try and define me 1 ' is the 
message from the next young 
adult smash-hit-in-waiting, 
Divergent It's set in a dystopian 
Chicago, where society is 
split into five factions, each 
dedicated to a particular virtue. 

Once a teenager turns 16 they must 
choose take an aptitude test (the 
equivalent of popping on the Sorting 
Hat) and devote the rest of their lives to 
the faction they're most suited to. ‘They 
seem to be living in peace and harmony 
because of if' explains director Neil 
Burger ( Limitless ), "but then it all starts 
to fall apart." 

At the heart of this story is Beatrice 
Iris’ Prior played by Shailene Woodley, 
who makes the difficult decision to leave 
her family’s faction (Abnegation, the 
selfless) and be who she wants to be 
by joining Dauntless - the brave group. 

In fact she displays a talent for not one 
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NORMAL YOUNG 
WOMAN WHO 
HAD TO FIGURE 
HERSELF OUT 
AND HELP THE 
GOMMUN TY 
AROUND HER 

SHAILENE WDODLEY 



but three factions, leading to her being 
branded Divergent! but if anyone knew 
that then her life woufd be on the line. 

"What I liked about Divergent were 
the human elements of this young 
woman's journey'' adds Burger. ‘ Yes, it's 
based on a young adult novel, but I felt 
like it's a universal story about, ‘Where 
do I belong? Who am I loyal to? What am 
I really willing to go out on a limb for?' I 
liked all those ideas," 

The premise shares some DNA 
with The Hunger Games, as Tris is put 
through a gruelling initiation process 
of extreme physical tests and intense 
psychological simulations. As any reader 
of Veronica Roth s trilogy will tell you, 
rarely a passage goes by without some 
running, punching, shooting, knife- 
throwing or full-blown videogame-style, 
capital ‘A 1 action. 

Despite this. Woodley doesn’t 
imagine her character as a Lara Croft- 



type f igure. "I never saw Tris 
as a superhero or action star" she 
fells us, "She's a normal young 
woman who had to figure herself out 
and help the community around her." 
Indeed, underneath the surface of 
this seemingly ‘perfect’ society lies 
a conspiracy to destroy all the 
Divergents, headed by Kate Winslet's 
antagonist Jeanine, 

Burger says that his film will be a 
faithful adaptation of the book: There 
are three villains. Tris has got a whole 
set of friends, and then there’s her 
relationship with her parents and with 
Jeanine Matthews," he says. "We really 
worked hard to squeeze everything in 
and to come up with an idea for a movie 
that was even more fast-paced and 
condensed than usual" 



Divergent will be released on 21 
March 2014. 
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VORDS JODIE TYLEY INTERVIE W STEVE NASH 

Divergent star Shailene Woodley 
and director Neil Burger on why 
it’s dangerous to be different 















HOT NEWS 

The Big Bang Theory 



ITCH'S 



BACK WITH A BANC l 




THE BIG BANG 

IS BACK 



Cover your ears; Season Seven of 
The Big Rmg Theory is about to explode 
onto our screens this month, and the 
writers dropped some spoilers at San 
Diego Comic-Con. Kicking off with 
the premiere episode, ‘The Hofstadter 
Insufficiency', well see Leonard 
(Johnny Galecki) all at sea, conducting 
research with world-renowned physicist 
Stephen Hawking. 

With the bespectacled so-called 
'homunculus' away, his flatmate Sheldon 
(Jim Parsons) and on-again off-again 
girlfriend Penny (Kaley Cuoco) will be 
sharing some 'intimate secrets’, while 
Bernadette (Melissa Rauch) and Amy 
(Mayim Bialik) will be bonding like 
atoms as they take a trip alone together. 

It's not all fun for Wolowitz, though, 
as he's left picking up the pieces of 
Raj (Kunal NayyarJ’s broken heart 
following his break-up with Lucy at tire 
end of last season. It shouldn't be too 
hard to find a new squeeze, since Raj 




recently discovered he could talk to girls 
without being intoxicated. Showrunner 
Steve Molaro confirmed that they will 
explore this newfound ability when the 
show returns. 

It seems that there could be some 
movement on the ‘Shamy’ front, 
however. When quizzed on whether 
Sheldon would ever consummate his 
relationship with Amy, Molaro said 
‘It s a possibility" and that “Amy will 
continue trying to get her way." We’re 
not going to hold our breath, though, 
since cocreator Bill Prady added: "It 
always baffles me how much Amy has 
gotten Sheldon to move... With Sheldon, 
you have a character who comes from 
a place of No, I'm not going to change ' 
It's a lot of interesting work in the room 
of, What if Amy did this?"' 

One information tidbit we won't 
be able to shake while watching the 
new series is that most of the wacky 
relationship storylines are inspired 
by the writers' own experiences, 
"Remember when Bernadette wants 
to reconnect romantically with her 
husband, but she's really sick?" says 
Molaro. ‘That was my wedding night. 

I was really sick and all l could say was 
F We have to consummate the marriage I'" 



The Big Bang Theory 
Season Seven will air on E4 
in November. Season Six 
is available on DVD and 
Blu-ray now. 
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In Fearstars lain De Caestecker of Agents Of SHIELD fame. 



without a script and to try and make [the 
actors] scared. That way I could get the 
most authentic performance and l could 
build their characters with them according 
to how they responded 1 wanted to look at 
a relationship that we know is going to be 
fragile, and how the element or sacrifice 
and betrayal fitted into that. If Iain and Alice 
were best males, would I have cast them? 
Maybe not." 

It's an incredibly tense film that benefits 
hugely from the exceptional performances 



from Dc Caestecker and Hnglert, and 
Lovering is not surprised that the former 
has since found success on the other 
side of the Atlantic in Agents OfSHIELD. 
“He is absolutely exceptional. He's got 
this rare ability; winch is that he can aim 
for the end without it feeling like it; just 
totally believable and that's quite a rare gift. 
He's doing some extraordinary things at 
the moment." 

In Fear is in cinemas 15 November. 



With Will in jail what arc Dr 
Lecter's plans for Season Two? 



Bryan Fuller spills the fava beans on Hannibal Season Two 



is that you have no fear there's nothing 
left to lose, so I am excited about seeing 
a scrappy, feisty Will Graham who is 
coming out swinging" 

Its not just Will that's changing. “The 
first episode will be like a pilot for what 
this new season will be. 1 ' Fuller explains. 
“All of the dynamics have gone out the 
window. We are definitely upping the ante 
in grisly deaths, and if s going to be pretty 
startling when the audiences see ft. We 
are trying to top ourselves!" 






fter wowing audiences and critics 
with the stunning first season, 
we re thrilled that Bryan Fuller's 
gorgeously ghoulish Hannibal 
is returning for a second course. With 
twitchy investigator Will Graham (Hugh 
Dancy), the only one who knows the 
truth about his friend and psychiatrist 
Dr Hannibal Lecter (Mads Mikkelsen) 
now behind bars, the stakes couldn't 
be higher. 

"I don't think their relationship will be 
able to bounce back from this," laughs 



Fuller “We are not going to rush through 
Will in prison. There is this paradigm 
where they have to go to Hannibal 
Lecter to help solve crimes, but now we 
put Will Graham in that position" 

After spending the majority of the 
season in a downward spiral, Fuller 
promises that Season Two will see 
Will Graham take control and go after 
Hannibal. “One of the things 1 was most 
excited about was that we saw Will hit 
rock bottom.' 1 he enthuses, "and the 
best thing about hitting rock bottom 



Hannibal will return next 
spring. Season One is 
available on DVD and Blu-ray 
from StudioCanal, priced at 
£21.99 and £24.50. 



WHY IN FEAR IS 2013’S 
SCARIEST BRIT HORROR 
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new film In Fear 

WORDS JONATHAN HATFULL 

■■ ver got lost i n t lie middle of nowhere? 
Ever been at the start of a relationship 
and wondered if you know the other 
person at all? Jeremy Lovering's 
excellent, largely improvised horror In Fear 
finds a new couple getting more and more 
lost in the Irish countryside and realising 
that something s very wrong. 

Lovering decided that his leads lain De 
Caestecker [The Fades) and Alice hnglert 
( Beautiful Creatures) should know as litt le 
about each other as possible, and would 
not know what was going to happen at 
the end of each scene. “I was looking at 
fear as a state of being rather than being 
scared of spiders or whatever/’ the director 
explains. “1 felt the only way to do it was 



BACK FOR SECONDS 



WORDS JONATHAN HATFULL 

INTERVIEWS STEVE NASH 
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The epic final volume of the million copy selling 

Chronicles of Thomas Covenant. 
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Many of comics 1 top talent were there to meet fans. 



MELKSHANTS COMB HEROES 



SciFiNow reader Holly 
Turner reports in 
from the second ever 
Melksham Comic Con 



A s a convention virgin. I was very 
excited to have my first experience 
of this world. Suited and booted 
as Star Trek reboot-era Lt Uhura, 

[ arrived to a queue littered with other 
cosplayers. It was a promising start, and I 
certainly wasn't disappointed when the doors 
were opened. 

Tltis is a small convention, and the 
sheer variety of exhibitors there was really 
impressive. There were various independent 
comic makers, writers and artists, people 
selling clothes and accessories, merchandise, 
even fancy cakes. With so much to see 1 
threw myself in with gay abandon and 
quickly became immersed. 1 was pleased 
that so many of the exhibitors were happy 
to take the time to chat with me, including 
Kieron Gillen ( Koung Ambers) , who was 
understandably in high demand, 

A range of panels were put on 
throughout the day, and 1 sat in on three 
of them. The first was the launch of The 



The second panel J saw was with David 
Johnson, author of The Crystal Quest. This 
was advertised as a talk on writing children's 
sci-fi, hut was actually about adapting a book 
for film. While his efforts were impressive 
and the talk interesting, this was not what I 
had gone to the panel for. 

I also went to the final panel of the day, 
which was with Gillen, Simon Spurrier and 
Rob Williams. They each talked about how 
they had got into comics and their different 
interpretations of the medium. As someone 
with writing aspirations myself, I found their 
stories of getting into the area and getting 
noticed to be very informative indeed. The 




The popular Melksham Comic 
Con returned for a second year. 




Costumed fans were out in force. 



way that all three bounced ideas off each 
other was fantastic, and the glimmer of 
bromance between Kieron and Simon was 
delicious to witness! 

Overall, I can safely say that t thoroughly 
enjoyed this convention. This is only its 
second year, and the team are further 
expanding it to run over two days next year It 
is a fantastic event that looks set to grow and 
grow, and 1 shall definitely be returning to it 
in the future. 

Melksham Comic Con was held on 31 
August. Find out mure at 
www.nielksli4imcomiccon.co.uk 



Heawnlv Chord by )m Lock (Afterlife 
Inc) and Nich Angell [7$TRING)- They 
discussed both their individual wurk and 
collaborations, including how they had 
gone about sharing out the work and how 
they had combined their two worlds. It 
proved to be a fascinating insight into the 
creative process. 
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the rest. The hood had me for a while, 
and I still t hink it's too small. As for the 
belt pattern, I was a founding member 
of die Defiance costume group on 
Facebook, and the leat her worker from 
the show, Adam Smith, helped with 
instructions and pictures! I also ordered 
the same contact lenses worn on the 
show by 9mmsfx. 

The make-up must have taken you 
a few goes to perfect... 

[ found about the make-up on Defiance 
and what they did. I practiced multiple 
times, so 1 would have it down before 
I got to the show, I had to use special 
h rushes and products to make sure 
it went on even and didn't melt off. 
Working with iridescent powders was 
rough. I would take test photos with my 
phone with the flash while l was putting 
it on to make certain 1 was not missing 
spots, and that everything was blending 
properly and I had the right amount. 



STAHMA TARR 
(DEFIANCE) 

DEAL NAME: KIMBERLVNICDLE 
FROM: FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 



It's super cool that you met 
Stahma actor Jaime Murray. What 
did she think of your look? 

I still can't believe I met Jaime! It feels 
like a really awesome dream that I woke 
up from At the first panel at Dragoncon, 
she had asked a friend of mine and 
myself to come up and take a photo wit h 
her after the panel was over. She took 
pictures of my outfit and mentioned how 
amazing it was, and that I had the look 
down. 1 figured I bait done well if 1 just 
got the Murray stamp of approval! 



The costume looks relatively 
straightforward. Did anything turn 
out to be more challenging than 
you anticipated? 

I must have taken over a 100 screen 
grabs of her outfit in order to replicate it . 

I wasn't going to do it if l wasn't going to 
get it as dose to the real thing as possible, 
so the whole outfit was a challenge! 

Hunting fabric was a nightmare - 1 
still don't know what fabric was used for 
the original one, but l would love to get 
my hands on it. After a couple months of 
hunting, my friend Judy had something 
dose in her fabric stash, and it was just 
enough to make it work! 

I took about four separate patterns 
and used specific parts as a base, then 
drastically altered them into what I 
needed on my dress form and created 



See more of Kimberlv's work at 

■T 

twittercom/nvidorikai and facebook. 
com/knmidorikaL 



The fact that we reached 116 per 
cent funding was just one of the 
benefits of turning to Kickstarter. 

We touched base with 4,000 new 
fans/followers on Twitter, tapped 
into their mindset and discovered 
what kind of film ffreywanted to see. 
Being an independent filmmaker is 
a lonely journey, and you get trapped 
in the If sail about me and my 
vision’ mindset. Kickstarter literally 
kicked me in the head and said "You 
make films for other people, not just 
yourself 1 and I’m grateful for that. 



With the volume of productions 
turning to Kickstarter, how do you 
stand out? 

Success is dependent on the quality 
of the project and your intentions. 
Kickstarter is an opportunity, but you 
have to earn it and connect with your 
audience on a creative level You can't 
be afraid of making bold decisions; 
if something isn't working, change 
it. You only have a finite amount of 
time, and if you fail it’s back to square 
one. We stood out because we 
demonstrated a desire to succeed. 
We re-evaluated our campaign 
strategy on a weekly basis, edited a 
trailer and built a strong presence on 
Twitter. For us, Kickstarter was the 
beginning; it’s not just about finishing 
the movie, it s about building a fan 
base from a grass roots level. 



Find out more about Untitled Horror 
Film at wwwshootingiswarcom . 



With more and more films competing 
for your clicks on Kickstarter and 
failing to deliver, the likes of JP 
Bankes-Mercer's haunted house 
movie Untitled Horror Film wound up 
an overfunded exception... 



What are the challenges involved 
in creating a professional-looking 
movie with reduced resources? 

I had to cast from relatively unknown 
actors, get a location, choose a 
director of photography (Neil A 
Johnson) and camera {The Black 
Magic Cinema Camera) to make it 
as stylistic as possible When you 
don't have a lot of money, it starts you 
thinking about story and character 
rather than show-stopping set pieces. 
I 've trained on promos, ads and pilots, 
and it comes down to the people you 
use rather than equipment. 



What made you use Kickstarter? 

We ran out of money and didn't have a 
finished film! I had to drop scenes and 
integral story points due to a number 
of on-location problems that brought 
the production to a grinding halt; it 
even snowed at one point. 



Been to any conventions? Completed an epic fan project? Let us know about it on Twitter Facebook Google* and it might appear in Your Portal! 



KICK-ASS COSPLAY 

OFTHE MONTH 



HOWTO WINAT 



UHF director on 
how to get the best 
from crowd-fundinc 
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Practical inspiration for the 
3D/CG community 

10 issues £29.99 SAVE 50% 



The magazine for Adobe® 
Photoshop® professionals 

10 issues £29.99 SAVE 50% 



Making history entertaining 
for the whole family 

13 issues £29.99 SAVE 42% 



Discover the wonders of the join the revolution with the 
solar system and beyond world's most exciting technology 

13 issues £29.99 SAVE 42% 12 issues £29.99 SAVE 50% 




The UK's best-selling a pps 
dedicated magazine 

12 issues £29.99 SAVE 50% 



The photography magazine for 
enthusiasts and professionals 

12 issues £29.99 SAVE 50% 



The magazine for people who 
can't live without games 

12 issues £29.99 SAVE 50% 



The science and technology 
magazine that feeds minds 

13 issues £29.99 SAVE 42% 



If Apple made a magazi ne it 
would be iCreate 

10 issues £29.99 SAVE 50% 







The essential magazine for the 
GNU generation 

10 issues £29,99 SAVE 50% 



The leading magazine for 
Adobe Photoshop® inspiration 

10 issues £29.99 SAVE 50% 



How to shoot edit and share 
better photos 

12 issues £29,99 SAVE 50% 



The number one independent 
PlayStation magazine 

12 issues £29.99 SAVE 50% 



Packed with all the monsters 
kids aged 6-14 love most! 

12 issues £29.99 SAVE 50% 






Bootstrap 



From jht m ate—"! of X360 j,n/irn? 

XONE 




The number one magazine for 
classic gaming 

12 issues £29.99 SAVE 50% 



Number one tor sci-fi, fantasy 
and horror 

12 issues £29.99 SAVE 50% 



The only Porsche magazine 
dedicated to the 911 

13 issues £29.99 SAVE 49% 



The premier magazine for 
digital online creatives 

10 issues £29.99 SAVE 50% 



The ultimate Xbox 
magazine for the true fan 

12 issues £29.99 SAVE 50% 























Subscribe to 
any magazine 
for only 




Offer available for UK delivery only Subscription rate for overseas delivery £49.99 







BIG MOVIE 







THERE IS PART OF 
HER LIFE THAT 
GALE WILL NEVER 



UNDERSTAND. PEETA 
IS THE ONLY ONE THAT 
TRULY KNOWS WHAT 
SHE WENT THROUGH 
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THE HUNGER GAMES STAR 
JENNIFER LAWRENCE ON 

BECOMING AN UNINTENTIONAL 
ICON, BOTH ON SCREEN AND 
BEHIND THE SCENES, AS SHE 
PREPARES TO GO BACK 
INTO THE ARENA... 








TTOOK KATNISS EVEROEEN A SPLIT SECOND TO DECIDE TO LAUNCH 
HERSELF INTO THE HUNGER GAMES. BUT ACTRESS JENNIFER LAWRENCE 
HAD SOME RESERVATIONS BEFORE STICKING HER HAND IN THE AIR AND 
SCREAMING, "ME! TAKE ME!" SHE KNEW THAT BECOMING THE STAR OF 

A FRANCHISE meant that the odds were the entire world would 
be watching. “When I first signed on to it. I expected to have a 
lot of regrets” admits the 23-year-old on her decision to break 
out of independent movies for a big studio spectacular. “But 
fortunately I haven't. I am happy I did take the role. [If I hadn’t] 

I would still probably be able to go to restaurants without 
becoming a nervous wreck or go to Starbucks and get my own 
coffee - that would be different. That would be lovely. 1 ’ 

Since the movie became the highest-grossing young adult 
book adaptation of all time, beating Harry Potter and Twilight, 
the star’s life has followed a similar trajectory to her character s, 
"Originally it was just reading scripts, talking to directors and 
making movies.” she recalls, "and then all of a sudden it was 
like. Oh yeah, you have to wear high heels and make people 
like you.' So when I read the book, I was laughing at that, going 
‘Yeah t I know how that feels '“While Lawrence has no trouble 
making people warm to her, she struggles with designer outfits 
just like her character. In Catching Fire, she will be facing the 
ultimate test by donning a bridal gown as Katmss and Peeta 
step up the charade of being madly in love. "The wedding dress 
was incredible because it's stunning, but I’m not good with big 



dresses - and stairs, I'm so bad*" she says, reminding us of that 
moment when she tripped up on the stairs while collecting her 
Academy Award for Best Actress. But on set, there was no Hugh 
Jackman to come running to her aid. “I didn't even know that he 
did that until afterwards!” she cnes.“l wish I had known” 

Unlike the standard -issue starlet that floats down the red 
carpet, down-to-earth Lawrence is completely identifiable, a 
quality that she shares with her on-screen counterpart. Katniss 
isn't fulfilling a supernatural destiny or pining after a kiss from 
a cold dead lover: she’s been thrown into an arena and forced 
to fight for her life. In this near-future dystopia, North America 
has been split into 12 districts, and every year one boy and 
girl from each region is entered into a televised slaughterfest. 

It’s the government's way of controlling the populace through 
entertainment, and this malice is swallowed like a pill, just like the 
gladiatorial shows in Ancient Rome. This satire has never been 
more apt in an age where television is the drug, but 77?e Hunger 
Games: Catching Fire explores what happens when the masses 
start to hold their government to account, and Katniss was the 
catalyst. When she tricked the Capitol into crowning herself and 
fellow contestant Peeta Mellark (Josh Hutcherson) dual winners, 
it revealed a chink in their armour, and now a rebellion is stirring. 

In order to protect their families, the pair must convince 
President Snow (Donald Sutherland) that it was all in the name 
of love. This complicates matters with Katniss' best friend from e=> 
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^ home. Gale (Liam Hems worth)* but she can’t help but feel closer 
to Peeta. “She’s suffering from post -traumatic stress from the first 
Games, and she’s trying to get her life hick; says Lawrence, "She is 
living in Victors’ Village now. she doesn’t have to hunt any more - 
which makes her feel useless and bored - and there is part of her life 
that Gale will never understand, Peeta is the only one that truly knows 
what she went through. And when she has to go back to the Capitol, 
it’s not a foreign world to her anymore. Not that she likes it, but she 
understands it now and how to work it." This is to her advantage, 
as she will be called Kick to the bright lights and over-indulgence of 
the metropolis soon enough. In honour of the 75th Hunger Games, 
they're calling for the previous victors to relive the honor one more 
time to show that even the strongest among them cannot overcome 
the Capitol* In short, Katniss is going Kick into the arena. 

■ DMITTEDLY* THE NARRATIVE STRUCTURE IS PRETTY SIMILAR TO THE 
II FIRST FILM, RUT DIRECTOR FRANCIS LAWRENCE (NO RELATION) SAYS 
It THERES A LOT MORE RIDING DN THESE GAMES, IT STARTED AS A 
n SURVIVAL STORY ABOUT A GIRL WHO MAKES A SACRIFICE FOR HER 

sister, but it becomes a much more political story," he says. "The 
other districts are starting to look at her as a symbol of the rebellion; 
people are starting to fight Kick, The things that she has been 
asked to do have much greater stakes. It is no longer just her 
and her family; it has to do with the entire country." Much to her 
surprise, Katniss’ Mockingjay pin that she wore as a token during 
the first Games has taken on new meaning. It has become a symbol 
of hope, which her personal stylist Cinna (Lenny Kravitz) uses 
as inspiration for a daring new frock - a long while gown that 
transforms when she twirls into black feathers and smoke: the 
Mockingjay incarnate. 

The tributes’ costumes are not just for glamour, as the more 




® How would you describe 
Peeta in the second film? 

At the beginning he’s cold with 
Katniss, Ifs weird to be in love with 
somebody and them not be in 
love with you. As Peeta goes along 
the tour, he starts to feel angry 
about just how messed up it really 
r$ and how Katniss is right: this is 
so effed up to have to go round to 
the Districts and meet the families 
of the people that they just killed. 
When he gets put back into the 
Hunger Games, he has such a fire 
inside of him that there are a few 
times in this movie where I get to 
be more physical. 



® Would Katniss be the kind 
of woman you would fall in 
love with? 

Phew, She’s hard. She s a tough 
one. I love strong girls, for sure, but 
she might be a little too intense for 
me; I need someone a little more 
calm, t need someone a little more 



go-with-the-f low. she seems a 
little too arghh sometimes. I need 
someone a little more laid back 
than Katniss. 



® Whaf was the most fun 
moment on set? 

When we shot the scene where I 
had to propose to Katniss where 
l get down on one knee, the very 
first time I did it I got down on 
one knee and my pants ripped 
Hght underneath. That was a fun 
moment because we tried to keep 
the scene going, but all the while 
Stanley Tucci [who plays Hunger 
Games host Caesar FI ickenman] 
and Jennifer are sitting there, I’m 
just like smiling, knowing it’s ripped 
right in the middle, so we were 
kind of just laughing and we had to 
eventually stop. It was pretty funny 
but a little embarrassing. It's not a 
good omen, the first time I try to 
propose to a girl I rip my pants! I'm 
doomed. I'm absolutely doomed. 
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Jennifer Lawrence admits to having doubts 
when she first signed on to play Katniss. 
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memorable they are, the more chance the wearer has of attracting 
Sponsors t hat send gifts into the arena. You have to go some way 
to stand out in the Capitol, however, where you'd be classed as 
underdressed if you resembled the crazier cousin of Lady Gaga, It 
hammers home their wealth and celebrity, clashing horribly with the 
washed-out Little House On The ftairie vibe of the districts, We'll 
be seeing many more frills and sequins in the sequel, as one of the 
changes Lawrence made since taking the directorial reigns from Gary 
Ross was to hire costume designer Irish Summerville, Recently, she's 
worked on 77ie Girl With The Dragon Tattoo, another unique heroine 
who defies convention, “She did loads of great stuff [in this movie]” 
he tells us. "There are really amazing dresses that Effie [Elizabeth 
Banks] wears, and she got some Alexander McQueen museum 
pieces, and designed some amazing things for Katniss to wear for the 
chariots and the interviews." These are the pageant-style events the 
tributes must endure in the build-up to the Games - a dark mockery 
of talent shows' exploitation of individuals for our amusement. 

Even though tuning into the event is mandatory for all citizens, 
the organisers like to keep the format fresh. This time, new l lead 
Gamemaker Plutarch Heavensbee (Philip Seymour Hoffman) has 
swapped the forest setting for a more exotic location. “The arena itself 
becomes one of the bigger threats in this film,” he reveals. "There is a 
big fight with monkeys, and there's poisonous fog where they have to 



rundown steep jungle hillsides. Filming in Hawaii was pretty tough, 
because when you're shooting in the jungle the days are short [and] 
it's raining a lot, so it’s very muddy and there are a lot of mosquitos. 

Mixed with [MAX and a lot of action, and people were slipping and 
getting hurt. That was tricky," Unlike the kid-on-kid action of last 
war, however, these competitors are all experienced killers, and as 
we will discover, some have adapted to life post-Gamcs b inter than 
others. There are those who embrace their victory, like Enobaria 
{Meta Golding), who had her teeth sharpened into lethal points as a 
ains taut reminder of her savage win by tearing the throats out of her 
opponents. She's an exception, though, and in most cases survivors 
have turned to morphling, a powerful drug that blots out reality, or 
alcohol, like Katniss and Peeta's perennially tipsy tutor Haymitch 
(Woody Harrelson). 

'HE EFFECTS OF WAR IS A THEME THAT WILL BE EXPLORED. "THE NEXT 
CHAPTER REALLY OPENS THE WORLD UP IN A WHOLE DIFFERENT 
WAY," HE EXPLAINS. "WITH THE CHARACTERS. THE NARRATIVE AND 
THE MYTHOLOGY. BUT AT ITS CORE ARE THE CONSEQUENCES OF WAR. 

That was what was really interesting to me: the idea that people are 
damaged by trauma and there is real loss. There's a grey zone and it is 
not always clear who the good guys and had guys are. I worked hard 
to bring a humanity to the film; Jen [Lawrence] already brings a lot of 
that with her and the boys, but 1 think you guys will all see a different 
side of people like Effie and l laymitch now. I'm really pleased with 
how emotional the movie is, ! think it is really powerful and it truly is 
about the characters, even with all the spectacle of the arena. " 

In order to secure a second win, Katniss and Peeta must see 
through their competitors' poker faces and form alliances. One of the 
few that appears trustworthy is trident -wielding tribute Finnick Qdair, 
who will be played by Snow White Ant! The Huntsman star Sam 
Gtaflin. It was a hotly anticipated spot of casting, since the character 
ranks highly with readers of Suzanne Collins’ trilogy, Lawrence thinks 
he will live up to expectations; “Sam was one of the first people to ^ 
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come in to read, and [ thought he did a fantastic job;" he says. "He is a 
very handsome, charismatic guy and really athletic, so I thought that 
he fit the physical aspect of Finnick, and he can he quite charming 
anti fun, which is one of the things that we need to see early on. But 
he is actually an emotional guy, and it's that warmth that really locked 
me into him, because if you look at his character throughout all t he 
hooks, 95 per cent of it is the attachment to the person that he loves 
and the trauma that he is going through, not the charming rpgue that 
he presents himself to he at the beginning of Catching Fire" 

A t first it seems that einnick will join peeta and gale in the 

FIGHT FOR KATNISS' AFFECTIONS, BUT THREE'S A CROWD SO THERE'S 
NO NEED FOH A CONGA. SPEAKING OF THE EOVE TRIANGLE. IT'S GOING 
TO BE PLAYING A MUCH BIGGER PART IN THE STOHY GOING FORWARD. 

"It is such an important factor in the third book, and Peeta becomes 
a big objective for her,” he explains. "So it was really important to 
start seeing what each of the guys represents in terms of the larger 
landscape." Behind the scenes, however, there’s an entirely different 
dynamic between the trio. "Josh [Hutcherson] and Jen [Lawrence) 
are like brother and sister; they love each other to death, but they 
bicker and play around a lot," he says, reminding us of the time 
when Lawrence accidentally gave her co-star concussion during stunt 
training “I Jam 1 1 lemsworth] is the quiet one of the three - softer 
spoken - hut 1 1 liink that his performance is going to surprise people 
in this. He did a fantastic job in taking on the role he needs to take on 
for the rest of these stories. He s not in as much of this film, but he 






Director Francis Lawrence is embracing 



the more political aspects of the story. 
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What kind of challenges 
did you come up against? 

The physical challenge proved 
quite difficult. Having read the 
books and being totally aware of 
what a tot of fans' reactions were 
to my casting, it spurred me on to 
want to work harder and achieve 
the goal of basically becoming a 
sex god. Whether or not I got there 
is not for me to decide, but all I can 
say is that I tried my damnedest 

® Aside from hitting the gym, 
how else did you prepare 
foe this role? 

You have to be aware of what is 
coming up. especially with Finnick, 
where the journey that he goes on 
in the third book is quite drastic I 
had to familiarise myself with that 
story to have those elements and 
insecurities within the second film, 
so when the moments come when 
he is pushed to the edge, you 
know why he js bemg pushed at 
that particular moment, and why 
Annie Cresta [Finmck'sgirlfnend. 
who will be played by Stef Dawson 
in Mockingjay] means that much 
to him, 



[At first, Francis Lawrence] was 
like, "Can you just try him a little 
more vulnerable?" I was like. "No. 
he's not vulnerable; he's arrogant, 
he's confident" I had a very two 
dimensional outlook on F innick's 
life But what is great about not 
only F innick's character, but all 
the characters, is that they are so 
three-dimensional; they all have 
their comp lex it ies. 

® Without revealing any 
spoilers, can you tell us 
more about the direction of 
Catching Fire? 

I think what this story is about is 
fighting for what you think and 
believe in. Katniss believes that, 
and all the victors know that them 
getting dragged into the arena 
is wrong. They thought they'd 
done with that, they should be 
free - they know they have been 
cheated. When Katniss comes 
into his life, he is able to go. You 
know what? You are the inspiration 
to all of us. you are the symbol of 
rebellion, the symbol of standing 
up for yourself; and hopefully that 
will bring that out in everyone 
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will be in a lot more of MockingjayC 

Unsurprisingly, given The Hunger Games’ young adult forebears, 
the final book in the trilogy will be split over two films. It’s building 
towards a weighty message about defending your beliefs, just as 
Jennifer Lawrence did when she first signed on for the role. By flat- 
out refusing to lose weight, she defied superficial critics who claimed 
she didn't look hungry 1 enough to play the lead. iH ln the first movie, 
when it was obviously being talked about, like, It’s The Hunger 
Games, you have to lose ten pounds/ 1 said, We have control over this 
role model. Why would we make her something unobtainable and 
thin?’ she tells us. "This is a person that young girls will be looking 
up to, so why not make her strong? Why not make her beautiful and 
healthy and fit? I was very adamant about that, because l think that 
our industry doesn’t take enough responsibility for what it does to 
our society. I remember what it felt like to be 14 years old, looking at a 
Victoria's Secret model and thinking, '111 never look like that/ 1 don't 
want to make someone feel like that/’ 

Instead, these films offer encouragement and hope by showing 
what a single voice can achieve, even when the odds aren’t in our 
favour. “They explore what happens to us as a society when we start 
taking humanity from people," she adds, “and that moment when 
they start becoming entertainment pieces and not humans - like 
celebrities/' Lawrence is beginning to understand what it means 
to be something of an 'entertainment piece' herself, but like her 
character, she would throw herself into the arena alt over again given 
the chance. "1 was 14 when 1 read a script, and 1 was like. This is it/ 
And that's why I don't have any regrets, because as much as it can 
be annoying and it can be sad trying to get used to this new life, i 
just have to do this. It’s a feeling that you get when you are doing 
something that you are meant to do. 1 couldn't not do that, after 
finding it/ 1 Cy 



The Hunger Games: Catching Fire is in cinemas 22 November. 
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START 
HUNTING 

I ’’nod is scarce, so you'll 
need to hunt if you want to avoid opting 
to receive tesserae (a scant supply of 
grain in return for entering your name 
into the reaping multiple times}. 1 lunting 
is illegal, and if you Ye caught you'll be 
killed, or worse, have your tongue cut out 
and forced to be a slave in the Capitol but 
Katniss and Gale think its a risk worth 
taking. Archery skills also mean you'll 
never go hungry in the Hunger Games. 






EAT HEALTHILY 
AND SAFELY 

In a world where food is 
scarce, author Suzanne Collins realised 
the importance of wild plants. She even 
named some of her characters after them 
including Katniss, Primrose and Rue. 
Naturally, the best botanists will stand a 






good chance of surviving, and Katniss 1 



knowledge of the poisonous nightlock 
actually saved Peeta's life. It was too late 
for Foxface from District 5, though, who 
greedily ate his deadly snack. 



"GALE AND I AGREE THAT IE WE HAVE TO CHOOSE BETWEEN 
DYING OF HUNGER AND A BULLET IN THE HEAD. THE BULLET 

WOULD BE MUCH QUICKER” 



II 




IV 







WITH THE EXERTION IT TOOK TO GET THEM HAVE GIVEN ME A 
HEALTHIER BODY THAN MOST OF THOSE I SEE AROUND ME” 






SPECIALISE 
IN A SKILL 

During the private training 
sessions, the tributes can choose to work 
at any of the stations, from camouflage 
and knot tying to knife throwing and 
archery, it's useful to master a new skill 
while you have the chance, as you never 
know what weapon you'll get your hands 
on in the arena. Don’t underestimate 
weightlifting either, as it can stop a bunch 
of sniggering career tributes from looking 
at you like you're t heir next meal. 

11 SURE THE ARENA WILL BE FULL OF BAGS OF FLOUR FOR 

ME TO CHUCK AT PEOPLE” 







IMPRESSION 



If you want to get ahead 
in the Games, make an effort to stand 
out in the build-up coverage. There are 
24 tributes and only a finite number of 
sponsors that will send gifis into the 
arena. These could mean life or death, 
as Katniss discovered when she received 



ointment for her burnt thigh. Wear what 
your stylist tolls you to wear and do what 
your mentor advises you to do, even if it 
means snogging the boy from back home. 



“NO ONE WILL FORGET ME. NOT MY LOOK, NOT MY NAME. 
KATNISS. THE GIRL WHO WAS ON FIRE" 
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Survival Guide 
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POISONOUS 

FOG 



Fog is 



dangerous at 
the best of 



times, but this 



kind paralyses 
your body and 
will eventually 
kill you. 



INSECT MUTTS 

Katniss stays clear of this location 
after hearing buzzing and clicking, 
probably coming from a deadly 
insect muttation. 



MONKEY 

MUTTS 

Beware of 
the orange 
monkeys 
when they're 
triggered to 
attack. Their 
claws and 
teeth can 
easily tear 
through flesh* 



UNSPECIFIED MUTTATION 

The tattered remains of an unfortunate 
tribute led the others to guess some 
kind of 'beast 1 dwells in this sector 



BLOOD RAIN 

Globules of blood pour 
from the sky, making 
anyone caught in a 
downpour resemble 
Stephen King's Carrie, 



JABBERJAYS 

If you become trapped 
in the enclosure, you’ll 
be tortured with the 
bird's mimicry of your 
loved ones screaming. 



LIGHTNING STRIKES 

When the tallest tree is struck, 
seek cover as lightning rains down 
on the entire sector 



TIDAL WAVE 

Take cover from the 
saltwater tidal wave that 
washes over the beach. 



UNKNOWN 



UNKNOWN 



UNKNOWN 



UNKNOWN 
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FROM HARRY POTTER’S DARKER 
ADOLESCENCETOTHEDESPONDENT 
NEAR-FUTURE OF CHILDREN OF MEN, 

DIRECTOR ALFONSO CUARON HAS 

MADE AN ART OF COUPLING EVOCATIVE 
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WE TALK TO THE HOLLYWOOD 
HEAVYWEIGHT TO DISCOVER JUST HOW 
NEW FILM GRAVITY IS PUSHING BOTH OF 
THOSE THINGS TO THEIR LIMIT... 
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WILDERNESS OF SPACE. IT’S ALFONSO CUARON, THE DIRECTOR MADE THE 
IMPROBABLE JUMP FROM V TU MAMA TAMBIEN, A MEXICAN ARTHOUSE 
_ FILM ABOUT TWO YOUNG MEN ON A JOURNEY OF SEXUAL AND EMOTIONAL 

exploration, to Harry Potter And The Prisoner Of Azkaban, 
bringing adolescence and acclaim to JK Rowling's universe. 
Children Of Men cemented his reputation as a filmmaker who 
could deliver breathtaking visuals with no cost to the story or 
characters. His new film Gravity places pushes that balancing 
act to a new level, with Sandra Bullock's astronaut alone and 
drifting through space. The raw impact of her character's 
emotional journey and Cuardn's determination to make the 
film as realistic as possible combine to make it one of the most 
breathtaking films we've seen all year. 



The relationsh ip between the two leads is so important 
Would you say the relationship is always the cornerstone of 
any story you tell? 

Yeah, I think so, or the human experience. And the core of human 
experience is relationships, or the lack of, which is the case in this 
film. I mean, there is a case to be made that this film is nothing 
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Alfonso Cuaron 



Guillermo del Toro, Alfonso Cuaron and Alejandro 
Gonzalez tr\£rritu have continued to collaborate and 
offer support and advice with each other's films 
during the new wave of Mexican cinema in the 21st 
Century, formir^j Cha Cha Cha Films to allow 
k each other and budding film makers A 
creative independence. Here + s a selection 
of their collaborations.,. 



Directors: Dei Toro and Cuaron 
Mexican anthology horror TV 
series. Del Toro has stated that he's 
pleased it's so hard to find. 



Producers: Cuaron, del Toro 
and Inarritu 

This football comedy starring YTu 
Mama Tambien duo Gael Garcia 
Bernal and Diego Luna was the first 
film produced by the three as Cha Cha Cha Films. 



Writer/Director: Del Toro 
Special Thanks: Cuaron 
and Inarritu 

The most entertaining film of 
the summer had ten minutes 
trimmed by Iharritu, while Cuaron helped out with 
the editing. 



Writer/Director; Cuaron 
Special Thanks: Del Toro 
Del Toro returned the favour with 
Cuaron's space drama, helping 
him to cut a few minutes and 
suggesting some visual g^gs. 



Writer/Director: Del Toro 
Special Thanks: Cuaron 
Del Toro s arthouse vampire debut 
is immaculately designed and 
wonderfully perverse. 
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Cuaron looked to classic 
space-set films for inspiration. 



2013 GRAVITY 



20DD MORES PERR0S 



Writer/ Director: Inarritu 
Special Thanks: Del Toro 
and Cuaron 

This gritty Mexican debut from 
Inarritu is a searing thriller and the 
first time all three are credited together. 



2000 PAN’S LABYRINTH 



■ Writer/Director: Del Toro 

Producer Cuar6n 
Thanks: Iharritu 

Del Toro's masterpiece has kept 
its reputation as one of our best 
modem fairy tales. Cuardn produced, while del Toro 
thanked Inarritu for cutting 15 minutes from the film. 



Writer/Director: Cuaron 
Thanks: Del Toro 

* Special Thanks: Iharritu 

■ After the lacklustre Great 

mark with this hilarious and passionate drama. 



but a metaphorical journey. Forget about space; if I tell 
you this is a story of a woman who is drifting towards 
the void, a victim of her own inertia, getting farther 
and farther from human connection and living in her 
own bubble, you know what I mean? So that is this 
film. And it is a woman whose adversities in life have 
taken her to that bubble, and now she is experiencing 
other adversities. She has to make this choice of just 
falling into the void or trying to ground herself and put 
her feet on the floor 

That is literature, that is art, that is cinema, and 
from what great artwork has been made in the 
past; when you read all the old tragedies, or even 
ancient epics, we re talking about characters fighting 
Minotaurs. What is relevant about those mythical 
stories is the archetypical and emotional 
truth behind it What I mean is that , \ \ \ * 1 

when great science fiction works. ■ 

if is because of that, not so .V s | 

much because ofall the other x I I nfll 
gimmicks around it. The other nflfll I 

stuff is fun, but what realty ^ ZD Dll r 

drives forward stuff is the - flUVCCEIU 

human connection, — UUlUUtl 

The science is obviously ^ PARAI 

very important too. Its a ^ fill IT Til I 

shock at first when the debris ^ IJUI I NLP 
starts to hit and there is no ALFONSO 

noise. And even when they are V/, 

undoing the botts T you can only / / / , 

hear vibrations, as only the vibrations ■ ■ r 

would transmit to the ears and brain. 



way of using music is that music comes right and 
left of the screen in the centre; here, the music 
comes from different speakers. Different sounds 
and harmonies come from different speakers, and 
they are constantly moving, and one harmony 
clashes with another harmony, creating a third 
harmony, so it is helping to create that disorientating 
kind of feel in which, like in space where there is no 
up and there is no down, with music there is no right, 
left or centre. 

Did you look at other set-in-space movies like 
2001; A Space Odyssey for inspiration? 

Look, if I look at 2001 1 just get paralysed, I quit 
filmmaking and I go to work in McDonalds, So 

you don't do that. You know who Rocco 
* 1 1 i > Siffredi is? [Further research leads us 



I LOOKED AT 



to discover that he is. in fact, an 
Italian porn star] OK. try to 
have sex with your girlfriend 
^ after having a shower next 
to Rocco Siffredi, 



ODYSSEY, I'D JUST 
GET PARALVSED AND 



QUIT FILMMAKING 

ALFONSO CUARON 

// v'V 



Was that decision purely to reflect the actual 
physics of space? 

We started with the cards that said "There's no 
sound in space" so we were very rigorous about 
that. Unless they touch and interact with objects, 
there is no sound; the only thing that we have is 
a big explosion. By doing simulations we learned that 
there would be not sound, but there would 
be a shockwave that in your body you would feel. 

So we didn't hear the explosion; we just did the shock. 
But what we did use is music: [composer] Steven 
Price composed music in surround. The conventional 



I Li JUU I — OK, so maybe not 2001 

g[Q AND ^ but what about Apollo 13 

II m/lftin ^ or even Solaris* something 

WAKING C like that? 

JARON v x X Solaris falls into a different 
v\ realm, because Solaris is an 
, \ V exploration of memory in which the 
physics of space don't really matter. So 
as a space thing, as much as I love Solaris, 
it is not really a space movie per se, you know? 

I concentrated on looking at films in which space 
exploration was relevant and the physics in space 
were relevant. There are many space films, but there 
are just a handful of films that have taken the physics 
of space really senously. And I would say. 4 ‘OK, how 
the heck did they do it?" So Apollo 13, The Right Stuff. 
Marooned and Woman In The Moon by Fritz Lang. 
There are many space movies I love; my favourite is 
maybe A Trip To The Moonby Georges Melies* but 
I was not going to learn anything about physics in 
space with M6lies, you know? Also, I love Alien but 
Alien is a horror movie in which, in many ways, the 















Ah hough real -world science was 
observed, Cuardn wasn't beholden to ft 



The aim was to make Sandra Bullock "as 
much a character as the space behind her." 



spaceship is the haunted house, so it's not about the 
physics in space. 

How did that long, sickening first long shot come 
about, with the motion of the astronauts and the 
shuttle with everything spinning? 

It’s something I've been exploring with Emmanuel 
Lubezki, the cinematographer, in our last few films, 
doing very long-length shots, for two reasons: one 
is rather than cutting to close-ups, we want to keep 
character and environment, give the same value to 
the two of them and keep one thing from the other. In 
other words, Sandra Bullock is as much a character 
as the space that is behind her, and one informs the 
other, being almost a metaphor of the other. 

Another thing is that to witness an experience that 
is happening in real time and the camera is just there 
to witness. Also, we wanted this film to took like an 
I MAX documentary - those films are one continuous 
take because they don't have the luxury of cutting 
around. It was all this combination of things, and the 
most important thing was we wanted a photo-real 
rendering, not a science fiction/comic-book rendering 
of that reality. With those shots, what we wanted is 
that eventually you stop witnessing it as if you are just 
watching a movie about that but you become a third 
character floating in space. The camera is reacting as 
if it was floating in zero gravity. 

You couldn't have 3D cameras because of the 
confined sets you shot in, right? 

Not in that set, no. 



So when did you decide you wanted to do it in 3D? 

From the script. The original title of this film was 
Gravity: A Space Suspense In 3D. but that was in the 
days in which 3D was still cool. 

If you knew you couldn't film it in 3D, how did 
you approach the transfer process, because 
conversion has been very hit and miss? 

This film lent itself perfectly well for conversion, 
because 85 per cent of the film is CG, and you do CG 
in 3D so you just have to convert the pieces that are 
not: the 15 per cent of the frame. There was a couple 
of shots that honestly - I’m not going to tell you which 
ones - I would have preferred to shoot native, but it 
was only a couple of shots, If I was doing a complete 
live-action f ilm, then yes, I definitely would need to do 
everything with 3D cameras. 

The important thing is that the treatment of this 
film was conceived from the very beginning, and we 
started developing the 3D of the film four years ago 
when we were doing the pre-vis. As soon as we had 
three to five minutes of pre-vis, we would send it to 
Chris Parks, our 3D wizard, and then that 3D would 
start dictating the shoot, so we would go back say 
"Look, I think we should redo this, because let's try 
to have less foreground " One: for it to feel not as a 
gimmick, but just the way you see to keep it as if you 
are witnessing all that action with two eyes. So we 
would create a more immersive experience, but also 
two: to make it pleasant to the eye. 

The problem with 3D, particularly these converted 
films, is that they are not designed as 3D, and you 



have all these cuts, you have all these changes of 
parallax all the time - its exhausting, because it’s as 
if you are looking, you are focusing here, then you are 
focusing there. Imagine reading a book where you are 
reading the same phrase, but from over there to close 
by. That's what happens, and that’s what people get 
pissed off with about 3D. 

Sandra Bullock said she spoke to astronauts. Did 
you speak to NASA and work closely with them? 

Well, not with NASA as an institution, but we talked 
with a lot of astronauts and people involved in the 
space program, and their input was fundamental. 

It was very humbling, but remember something: 
this film is not a documentary, it is a fiction in which 
we tried to be, in the frame of our fiction, plausible 
and accurate, but we have to fake a lot of freedoms. 
Thanks to the input of some of these advisors, we 
would realise something was absolutely ridiculous, 
so we got rid of it, and some of the stuff they were 
like, "Yes, well , that is highly unlikely unless such and 
such would happen," so we would adapt that. They 
would say, "OK. for them to go from this point to this 
point is not likely because they are on two different 
orbital planes, unless they had moved the orbit 
closer, if they had moved the Hubble to the orbit of 
the space station, that would be a good idea because 
of maintenance, so that would make sense." So you 
know what, in my movie that's what happened Pm not 
going to explain it, but that’s what happened. -O’ 

Gravity is in cinemas from 8 November. 
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WORDS JOE NAZZARO 



37 YEARS ON FROM BRIAN DE PALMA'S HORROR HIGHLIGHT, AND 




TROUBLED TEEN. WE TALK TO STARS CHLOE GRACE MORETZ AND 
JULIANNE MOORE, AS WELL AS THE CREATORS, TO FIND OUT WHY 



at# 



I - n 1974, an unknown, Maine- 

bom writer named Stephen King 
published his first novel, called 
Carrie. The story* about a repressed 
teen named Carrie White who uses 
her newly discovered telekinetic 
powers to wreak vengeance on 
her high school tormeniers, launched Kings 
career and was subsequently adapted in 1976 
by director Brian De Palma as a feature film 
starring Sissy Spacek as t he troubled teen. 
Three and a half decades after Spacek’s 
Oscar-nominated performance. the role has 
been taken over by actress Chine Grace Moretz 
in a remake directed by Kimberly Peirce (Boys 
Don t Cry, Slop-Loss) and featuring Julianne 
Moore as mom-from-Hell Margaret White, 
While Hollywood is life with remakes at 
the moment, producer Kevin Mis her 
believes the time is right for a new 
version of Carrie , "It's been just about 
40 years since the book, ‘ he elaborates, 
but generau oi rally for a movie that's about 
high school students, I don't think high school 
students really know it. One of the things 
we discovered about The original material 



is that Carrie is the first Twilight in a way, 
because it was a book That spoke to teens on a 
supernatural basis. 

"I think the best horror - and Stephen 
King writes about this quite a bit - is when 
it s a reflection of its time. Even though Carrie 
was written in the Seventies and doesn’t 
understand the complex society we Ye living 
in right now, it's still a great opportunity for 
a supernatural metaphor That’s what J think 
horror does best: it’s a reflection of the anxiety 
in most homes. That’s why we felt, rather 
than just remaking an old movie, this was a 
piece of material that could potentially speak 
to a new audience. On the one hand, you 
have a movie about teens that can speak to a 
new teen audience that doesn't know about 
it, but on the other hand you have a nostalgic 
audience that has a very fond affection for 
the original movie and the book, so t hat 
represented a very real opportunity, both 
creatively and economically” 

While King's original book takes place in 
the late Seventies, the new film draws heavily 
from the source material while bringing it into 
the present day. "If s very respectful of the 
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The timelessness of Carrie's themes 
made it ripe for reimaginvng. 
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original classic book," confirms Wisher, 'but 
obviously we Vo updated it in the ways that 
teenagers communicate with one another, 
for example, so they're texting now and they 
have iPhones and whatnot. So we strove for 
authenticity with today's audience, hut we 
really did use and mine the King book for 
quite a bit of the story. 

"Our thing was when in doubt, use the 
original hook as the bible. For instance, 
there’s a song that Julianne Moore sings, 
which is the song that King suggested that 
Margaret White sang to her daughter. Even 
with things like the addresses on 
the houses or the day in which 
tile prom occurred, we tried to 
use the book” 

Perhaps so. but there are 
plenty who regard the De Palma 
film as a genre classic, and no 
doubt regard the remake with 
trepidation, “ I have to say" 
reflects Misher’s fellow producer 
J Miles Dale, "having done The 
Tiling [prequel] and feeling 
the weight of a wel l-loved classic, when 
our movie landed 1 feel like it was unfairly 
critiqued, where the Joh n Carpenter movie 
was made out to be Citizen Kane and ours 
was SI uthole 4, 1 felt, OK, how do you get in 
there and put a different spin on it?' 

"With The Thing , I felt we had done 
that by making it a prequel, where it had to 
blend seamlessly into the Carpenter movie, 
but with Qmewe had the weight of the 
first movie, De Palma* Stephen King, Sissy 
Spacek and Piper Laurie* so we had all 
of that to overcome, and you’ve got to do 
something different 



"Grained, 77/e Thing was about 35-year- 
old guys with beards out in die middle of 
the Arctic, while Carr/e was about teen girls 
bullying in high school, so that never gets 
old and is apt for re-examination, because it's 
current and relevant all the time. Our 
big challenge was casting the right actors, 
which we feel we did especially with 
Julianne and Chloe, who are the best at 
what they do in their respective categories. 
Hut overcoming the expectations of all the 
people who knew about the original was 
absolutely the biggest challenge." 



One way to deflect inevitable comparisons 
with the De Palma film was to enlist Peirce, 
a filmmaker who had a very different agenda 
for the 2013 version. "It was great to look 
at this film from a woman s perspective," 
agrees Dale. ' It's a mother-daughter story, 
the story of a teenage girl; it's all of those 
things, so you can definitely argue that a 
womans perspective was key, and Kim 
brought that. She was certainly bound to 
understand some of the female relationships* 
so Kim definitely lent something to that." 

"1 think 1 took a page out of the novel 
and really made it a mother-daughter 



story,” continues Peirce, “So Carrie is the 
protagonist, but the mother-daughter story 
from beginning to end is the heart of the 
story and delivers you all the way through. 

I also maybe made Margaret White a little 
more empathetic.as 1 lend to do. In Boys 
Don 7 Cry, the guys who rape and kill 
Brandon Teena were loathsome, so they 
were very haid to relate to, but if you didn't 
relate to them you didn't relate to Brandon. 

‘There’s a thing [playwright and 
journalist] Norman Mailer talks about, 

^vhieh is that if you’re writing about negative 

characters, you have to 
maintain the authenticity of 
that negativity, but you also 
have to give the audience 
a way in, otherwise the 
audience will just tune it 
out. 1 would say I applied 
that to the mother, her love 
for her daughter and the 
use of religion, because 1 
want you to love religion in 
this movie and Margaret’s 
love of her religion, 

“1 did the same thing with the depiction 
of Chris [Carrie's main tormenter, played by 
Portia Doubleday].., in my adaptation you 
want to get inside Chris and understand why 
she attacks Carrie and why she cares enough 
to go toa pig farm to find the blood of a pig. 
In order to build that kind of obsession, you 
need to love that character and keep giving 
them some causality, so we built that up 
with Chris, who gets kicked out of school 
and can't go to the prom. She feels that other 
people are taking up Carrie's cause, so there 
is a consequence to what happens." 



CARRIE IS THE FIRST 

TWILIGHT, BECAUSE 
IT WAS A BOOK THAT 
SPOKE TO TEENS ON A 
SUPERNATURAL BASIS 
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N oi surprisingly, finding an 
actress for the eponymous 
role was no small task. The 
production cast a wide net 
before casting Moretz, who had already 
established her genre credibility with films 
like Kick-Ass, Let Me In and Dark Shadows. 

- Tf you've seen lien she's perfect/’ enthuses 
Mistier. "When we started 10 talk about who 
Girrie was going to be, it was a very lengthy 
search, but she’s an amazing actress beyond 
her years. She’s so much younger than Sissy 
Spacek p who I think was 28, but for the 
anxiety of the time she worked perfectly for 
who she was and how she played it/' 

The dilemma in casting a high school-age 
actress was the number of actual shooting 
hours available fora minor, but in Moretz, 
the producers felt they made the right choice. 
"We talked about that/ 1 concedes Dale, "but 
realised die important thing was to cast 
the right person* I told [MGM chief) John 
Glickman before we started that it was going 
to take a little more time with a younger 
actress like Chloe, and he said, That's fine; if 
that's what it takes/ 

"The movie was going to shoot for 45 days 
before it was Chloe* and we added five days 
right away, so to their credit they understood 
the value of having her and stepped up to the 
plate in terms of what it was going to take to 
make the movie with Chloe, but she's a total 
pro. She was 15 when we did the movie, but 
she's not like any other 15-year-old; Chloe is 
mature beyond her years, so that made life a 
lot easier. There were no problems, no extra 
takes, there were no girl issues. 









THE GORE 
THE MERRIER 

How Carrie upped 
the ante with the 
buckets of blood 

As any horror movie pro will tell 
you, blood is everything* It’s not 
just the viscosity or quantity of 
blood seen on screen; the actual 
colour can make a difference 
in terms of getting a PG-13 or 
R rating. 

With Came, where the lead 
character is literally drenched in 
blood for most of the film's final 
act* a great deal of discussion 
went into just about every 
aspect of that topic. According 
to director Kimberly Peirce, 

"We did a lot of research and 
development into how thick 
the blood should be. We literally 
had thick blood, medium blood 
and thin blood. Should we use 
five, four or three gallons? How 
high should it foe? Should it be 
a cascade? It took forever to 
finally get it right" 

"I did a sample board 
to r King/ adds make-up 
department head Jordan 
Samuel/'that had eight to 12 
sections on it that were broken 
down in terms of fresh blood, 
bright red. arterial blood, all the 
way down to blood that was a 
few days old, as well as patina 
samples with dirt and soot 
mixed in* Depending on where 
we were in the timeline, the 
colour of blood that would be 
overlaid on Chloes tattoo would 
be according to those samples. 
The blood was broken down as 
far as the actual bucket pour 
and got progressively darker 
scene by scene. 

'The blood was a muddy 
brown-red to begin with because 
it had been in the bucket for so 
long. I wouldn't want to imagine 
what a real bucket of pig's blood 
would smell like after it had sat 
around for a day!' 

/ 
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"I think there is a certain vulnerability 
to having it be a little younger that we 
thought was really well served by Chloe. 
There are only a handful of actresses that 
could play that role, whether it was Saoirse 
Ronan, Hailee Stdnfeld or the girl from The 
Descendants [Shailene Woodley] , but Chloe 
is very impressive. As I said* it was a little 
tougher to schedule, but she was such a pro 
that she actually saved us time in a lot of 
other ways/' 

Already a showbusiness veteran at 16, 
Moretz acknowledges that plenty of remakes 
are done as cash grabs, happily riding the 
coat-tails of the original film, but Qmie is 
different* "This is not a remake/’ she insists. 
'It's a retelling of the book. We looked at 
the book and said, 'We want to take what 
Stephen King has written in this beautiful 
novel and make it come to life. We want to 
make it something that hasn't been told this 
way before* and we want to put our hearts 
and souls in it; that way its our project/ and 
that’s the way 1 hail to look at Carrie. 

'T didn't look at it thinking, 'Oh, Sissy 
Spacek was amazing, she got an Oscar 
nomination and now I’m going to have to fill 
her shoes!' 1 wanted to make my own Carrie; 
not something that could be compared, but 
something that stands alone/' 

Moretz has experience of playing troubled 
teens, so in many ways Girrie is in her 
wheel house, "I find the happy-go-lucky 
characters boring/’ site notes, "because 1 am 
happy-go-lucky. 1 have an amazing family 
and supportive mother, so I don't have to 
portray that, because 1 have it. The point 
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The pig's blood 
scene proved 
to be one of 
the trickiest to 
get right. 
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of acting is to become someone you're not; 
not just living who you are or going into a 
character that has a mother who puts her 
down and tells her she’s never going to be 
something. All that hate is coming towards 
her, and Girrie is an introverted character, 
while I'm very extroverted and can talk to 
anybody. But playing someone who doesn't 
know how to look somebody in the eye 
without feeling weird; that’s the kind of 
thing I like to da If Ym playing myself it’s 
just not fund' 



C asting Margaret proved equally 
tricky It was important to find an 
actress who brought an element 
of sympathy, not to mention 
believability, In the end, the producers found 
someone who could do both. ‘It’s never a 
problem to cast Julianne Moore/’ claims 
Dale, "Not only is she a consummate actress, 
hut this was a role that could get a little-not 
over the top, Margaret is a hit of a zealot, and 
you have to make that believable, so the last 
thing you want is somebody who’s going to 
take you out of the movie. Julianne always 
found some truth in whatever she was 
doing, however she playied it. Was it bizarre, 
disturbing or odd: Sure, but it was always 
believable, and that was the key. 



’Again, there are very few actresses in 
her range in terms of what she's able to do 
in the breadth of rules that she has played. 
She’s a four-time Oscar nominee, so she 
really was the anchor for the movie, and set a 
standard for everybody. It was a real blessing 
to have Julianne* Not only was it a validation 
of the material, but we had an even better 
chance of it being something special and 
taken seriously with her in it. So that was the 
watershed moment of casting, for sure." 

"We had to find a reality in her/’ adds 
Peirce, "so we kept going back to the King 
book. With every passage i wrote, 1 would 
say, 'Who is this woman and what is the 
reality of her background?’ King doesn't 
spell it all out, but she had been religious 
and broke it off and created her own religion, 
but what does one do in their religion? I also 
wanted the relationship with her daughter 




WE ALSO 
DID A FEW 
THINGS 
YOU WONT 
SEE IN THE 
DE PALMA 
FILM. I 
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ANYTHING 
AWAY. 
BUT IT’S 
PRETTY 
OVER THE 
TOP 
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to be real, so those were the things we went 
through in figuring out how to ground her 
character. And then Julianne brought that 
wonderful performance to it, so her lens on 
everything was really fantastic/’ 

As it turned out, the De Palma movie 
was hugely influential on Moore as an 
adolescent, who after talking to Peirce was 
intrigued by the possibilities of a remake* 

1 think the key for me was the isolation/’ 
offers the actress on her character, "and her 
psychosis!" she adds with a laugh, "l think 
this is definitely someone who has had 
several psychotic breaks, and all the damage 
she was inflicting on this child* 1 wanted to 
understand that she was doing it in the guise 
of parenting. She is someone who cannot 
live in the outside world and has rejected 
it, and it has rejected her, so she doesn’t 



want her daughter out there either. She only 
sees danger out there for Carrie, not a place 
where she can live with other people. So 1 
really looked at the book and tried to figure 
out a rationale for literally everything site 
was doing in that relationship. 1 wanted to 
make it all psychologically understandable.” 
One iconic scene that features heavily in 
the bonk and film is the climactic moment 
in which Game becomes prom queen, only 
to have a bucket of pig’s blood dumped on 





How to make it out of alive from 
horror’s bloodiest school socials 




DON7 FRANK THE LOSER CURL (CMlttE) 

She’s never done anything to hurt anyone; she just 
wants to have a nice time. If you dump a bucket of pig blood 
on her, she might just freak out and murder the entire 
school using her telekinetic powers. 



WOW WHO YOU'RE TAKING (THE LOVED ONES) 

If your prom date seems a bit twitchy, there’s a good 
chance that she’s just a little shy. There's also the possibility 
that she wants to drill a hole into your skull and turn you 
into a living doll. 



00N70RINKTHE PUNCH (CABIN FEVER 2) 

This is a basic hygiene issue; you don't know how 
many people you’re sharing germs with. If those germs are 
a flesh eating virus then you’ve got a problem. Best to stay 
out of the pool, too. 








X OON7 OTfCH YOLfK 

fOKlHE HOT 

(URL I JENNIFER'S BODY) 

If you go to the prom with your long term 
girlfriend's beautiful best friend, you can't 
complain when she turns out to be a flesh* 
eating demon and you die in a pool. 




X MAKE SURE THE SLAYER 
ATTENDS (BUFFY THE VAMPIRE SLAYER) 

If your school is situated on a hellmouth. 
then it’s vital to make sure your 
generation's Slayer is going to show up and 
take care of any vampi re hordes that might 
crash the party. 



X KNOtfYOURVME TRAVEL 
RULES (DETENTION) 

Missing prom night due to detention? 
Well, the fate of the world is in your 
hands, Clapton Davis. Use the time- 
travelling stuffed bear and save us all 
from Cinderhella* 



X 00N7 BE mENDS WITH 

Jf\m IEE OK7K (PROM NIGHT) 

Just don't do it. We're sure that she's a 
lovely person, but if anyone's making 
it out alive it's her, and nobody else. 

Improve your odds of survival and just steer 
welt clear. 
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Producer Kevin 
Wisher was quick 
to emphasise 
Carnes R rating. 
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her head by the spiteful Chris, As that scene 
pretty much provides the catalyst for the 
carnage that ensues, it obviously features 
heavily in the new film as well. "1 think we 
did a couple of takes each day," remembers 
Dale, "because it was definitely a big reset for 
Chloeand Ansel [Elgon], who plays Tommy, 
so that was an issue for sure, We had to do 
a lot of testing for the umbrella effect when 
the blood hits her, so fortunately we didn't 
have to do it too many times. We tested it on 
Chine's stunt girl Alex in the special effects 
shop on and off for weeks, having blood, 
sugar water or whatever it was poured on 
her head." 

D renching the film's lead in blood 
was just part of the challenge; 
the other was trying to maintain 
post-bucket continuity for the 
rest of the film. "In order to streamline that 
issue,” explains make-up department head 
Jordan Samuel, ‘I did some Photoshop 
versions for Kirn s approval and then 
made a 3D version on a white resin cast of 
Chloe s head that we could look at or walk 
around until we got the right balance we 
were looking for Instead of nuking it look 
like a random thing, we decided to work 
backwards from a specific design that looked 
like it came from the actual incident. Once 
Kim signed off on the actual splatter pattern 
she wanted, I had the head photographed 
and tattoo transfers made for the head where 
the blood was going to be." 

Although the actual number of blood- 
drenching takes was kept to a minimum, 
it was a demanding process for those 
involved. "1 think it's safe to say it was the 
same process the make-up department went 
through, because we were covered in blood! " 
jokes Samuel . "Chloe was a trooper and 
didn't complain, but it did get to a point after 
the ninth or tenth time when it was really 
becoming arduous. But we soldiered on, and 
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In Moret2 and 
Moore, it s hard to 
envisage better 
casting choices. 



it was a great bonding experience, going 
through all of that together” 

And for anyone who wonders just how 
violent Carrie's path of vengeance will be in 
the new version, Misher is quick to point out 
the film's R rating. 'That's very important, 
because we probably couldn’t do justice to 
the book in a PG-13 universe. 1 wouldn't say 
there is anything gratuitously violent/ 1 
"The bucket fall at the prom is still the 
turning point of the movie,’ adds Samuel, 

"but we also did a few things you won't see 
in the De Palma film. In that version, Sissy 
turns around in the road and causes John 
Travolta s car to spin and blow up. but that 
doesn't happen in our movie. In this version 
she plays cat and mouse with them for a 
while, and it's quite gory. I don't want to give 
anything away, but it's pretty ov er the top.” 

So what should we expect from the 
new Carnet. It's a character piece," claims 
Misher, "about a young girl s coming of age. 
so as she discovers her powers, we discover 
her powers. The book suggests some 
elements of the chaos that are a little bigger 
than the original movie, so while we went 
along with some of that, we don't exercise 
wild abandon just because we could. It had 
to be appropriate for the movie/’ 

"The themes everybody loved from the 
book and the first movie, about mothers, 
daughters, bullying and how adolescents 
treat each other, those are all universal," 
adds Dale. H his is a great contemporary 
retelling that holds on to those themes and 
continues to explore them, because they are 
always relevant If you watch the first movie 
it's still good, but it feels kind of dated. Willi 
this movie, we felt it was a great story that 
was ready for retelling, with great actors, a 
great update and classic story. If you’ve got 
a great story, it's not hard to put it in new 
clothing, so that's what we've done/’ 

Girne is in cinemas 29 November. 

• 
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A S THE MYTHOLOGY OF GRIMM GROWS. ONE OF OUR 
FAVOURITE TRADITIONS IS FAST BECOMING THE SEASON 
FINALE COM A SCENE. IN THE FIRST YE AR IT WAS MAIN 
SQUEEZE JULIETTE SILVERTON (BITSIE TULLOCH) WHO 



slipped unconscious after a nasty supernatural 
scratch and spent the following season struggling with 
amnesia. Now it’s the turn of main star - detective 
turned demon-hunter Nick Burkhardt (David Giuntoli) 
- to go catatonic and deal with the consequences. 

At the climax of Season Two he walked straight into 
a trap and was hit with a gob full of green spit. The goo 
was straight from the notor ious 'ruler of death' Baron 
Samedi (Reg E Cathey), and it transforms the victim 
into a zombie, like the flesh-hungry mob surrounding 
Nick’s pals Rosalee (Bree Turner), Monroe (Silas Weir 
Mitchell) and Juliette in the dramatic cliffhanger 

“Season Three picks up right where Season Two 
ended,” says David Giuntoli. 'And I’m not in the first 
episode very much. Everyone is either looking for Nick 
or dealing with me. I do eventually wake up, I can't 
say where or in what country, but I start wreaking 
absolute havoc, wherever I land." In the shows closing 
moments, he was locked in a coffin and heading for 
Europe to do the Royals' bidding. Excitingly, the writers 
are going to make good on their promise and allow 
Nick to become a monster for a while. "It's almost like 
I am a guest star on another show right now as some 
zombie guy," he reveals, "His Grimm powers can be 
used for evil. There's going to be a lot of fighting in the 
first episode back, and it's very nice to get to be angry," 



Grimm ' s co-creator David Greenwalt adds that 
there won t be an easy fix: "He doesn't know who hfs 
friends are, so everybody is an enemy to him,” he says. 
"You don’t know where Nick is going to end up, but 
he is definitely going to have some problems if and 
when his feet hit the ground again." It's yet another 
obstacle for the Grimm and his girl, since Juliette had 
only recently snapped out of her spellbound lust for 
Captain Renand {Sasha Roiz) and discovered - and 
quickly accepted - the nature of Nick's night job. 

Now that his Wesen friends and partner on the police 
force. Hank Griffin (Russell Hornsby) are all party to 
his secret, Giuntoli says this is only going to make 
his character stronger "He’s like. OK, I'm out of the 




More #shirtle5srage, this time 
courtesy of Grimm’s David Giuntoli... 



closet; and people seem to be accepting him. so I 
think the show can move to more of a group dynamic. 
He's in a happier place now. He's forming the Grimm 
Avengers! He has definitely gone through a process 
of collecting more and more people on his side, 
creating his own family" It's a monster-f ighting squad 
reminiscent of the Scooby Gang, which is no surprise 
since Greenwalt and co-creator Jim Kouf both worked 
on Buffy The Vampire Slayer and Angel. 

Part of Grimm's charm is the refreshingly easy- 
to-follow setup. Untike most genre shows on the 
box, it isn't densely serialised and impenetrable for 
newbies. The showrunners prefer to discuss themes' 
rather than arcs] and Kouf teases some of the issues 
plaguing the show's third year. "There are several 
themes this season: Nick and Juliette, Monroe and 
Rosalee. the Captain and his brother, and Adaltnd, so 
there are a lot of balls in the air. Everybody is going to 
move forward, but one of the themes could definitely 
be 'motherhood! One of the themes for Nick could 
be/ If I have done a really terrible thing, how do I goon 
with my life?"' 

Speaking of motherhood, Nick’s own mummy 
dearest could be returning after grabbing the Coins of 
Zakynthos and apparently leaving town. "You may see 
more of Nick's mum," teases Greenwalt “You may see 
part of Nick's mum. And we will meet another Grimm." 
This last piece of information is a bit of a bombshell, 
as Grimms have had a Chosen One vibe so far where 
Nick seems to be the sole protector of humanity tz> 
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HIS GRIMM POWERS CAN 
BE USED FOR EVIL... IT’S 
NICE TO GET ANGRY 

DAVID GIUNTOLI / > 
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Grimm 



Season One. Episode 18 
Jnfc 4 \ Writer Jim Kouf 

This was much more than 
ju st a crossover epi sode. 
as tormented Slayer Faith 
deals with the consequences 
of her actions (namely 
swapping bodies with Buffy and 
sleeping with her boyfriend). She 
has a death wish, but Angel sees straight through 
her plans and decides to help her. 



With Nick indisposed, what does 
this mean for partner Hank? 



Season Two, Episode Five 
j Writer/Director 

David Green wait 
Green wait was often 
% entrusted to write the 

episodes that introduced 
story arcs such as the Shanshu 
plotline and. In this episode, the 
return of Daria. Angel also does 
karaoke, this time with a rousing rendition of 
Everybody Have Fun Tonight 



Season Two, Episode 14 
V’ 1 Writers: Jim Kouf, 

\ Shawn Ryan) 

* After Angel 1 i res Wesley, 

' u Cordelia and Gunn, the 

trio wind up fighting zombie 
policemen with a bunch of 
teenagers, They don't fare so well 
as Wes ends up getting shot, but 
the events of this episode snap our fanged hero 
out of his self-imposed solitude. 



As the show progresses, things seem 
to begetting stranger arid stranger,,. 



With whole swathes of mythology to 
draw on, expect to see all-new Wesen 



(in Portland, Oregon, at least), Giuntoli adds that 
the mythology surrounding these ancient hunters 
will develop: “You will learn more about the Grimm 
history this season, and you will meet another Grimm 
at some point," he confirms. "And its going to be an 
unlikely person." 

There's also the complicated matter of mother-to- 
be Adalind Schade (Claire Coffee), who's continuing 
her mission to regain her Hexenbiest powers by 
using her unborn. haltRoyal child as a bargaining 
chip "There are all sorts of possibilities with Adalind’s 
pregnancy" says Greenwalt. 'And there will be some 
terrible consequences." One of the potential fathers, 
Sean Renard, will be joining her overseas, taking a 
long overdue trip across the Atlantic to deal with his 
estranged family face-to-face. And the family is only 
going to grow, as we meet his ‘cunning first cousin’ 
Viktor Beckendorf, played by Ange/alumnus Alexis 
Denisof. As the search for the key heats up among 
the treasure-hungry Royals, there's bound to be more 
#shirtlessrage. At San Diego Comic-Con, actor Sasha 
Roiz admitted that the fan reaction to those scenes 
took him by surprise, adding that he revelled in the 
mystery surrounding his character’s motives and 
loyalty/’ I like the slow reveal and to keep the audience 



guessing. Everything has been slowly unveiled, except 
for my shirt/ 

If Renard doesn't form an alliance with his brother 
Eric, he could be the one to intercept Nick and ship 
him back to Portland so his friends can administer 
the antidote. It s safe to assume that his relationship 
will get back on track once he’s back to normal, says 
Giuntoli: “Nick and Juliette are looking to be back 
together this season, but I am sure they are going to 
throw a major problem in there/ he says, “Nick and 
Juliette just need some quiet alone time together, 
where we just hang out, order food, look in to each 
other’s eyes and watch some TV!" But the actor 
knows better There's only room for one doe-eyed 
couple on Grimm, and that spot is bagged by Monroe 
and Rosalee. who are looking to tie the knot this 
season. "I don’t think Nick and Juliette will have a 
happily ever after’ ending. No way This is Grimm. She 
will behead me or something in Season Five/ It would 
certainly be a finale to rival the coma cliff hanger To 
be continued... 



9 Season Two, Episode 22 

Writer/ Director: 

/ David Greenwalt 

|)L We loved seeing Cordelia 

as a princess - until rt 
was revealed to be a conspiracy 
to kill her after he 'com-shuk' 
with Groosalugg. This instalment 
ends on a spectacular cliffhanger - the sudden 
appearance of Willow and Angel’s line/ 4 It's Buffy.” 



Season Three, Episode 22 
Writer/Director: 

David Greenwalt 

i A , * Everything goes to hell 

in this season finale, as 
^ Angel's son Connor takes 

revenge and sends his father 
to the bottom of the ocean 
in a metal coffin, showing that 
Greenwalt has a history of leaving his heroes in 
dire situations. 



Grimm Season Three will air on NBC on 25 October in 
the US and early in 2014 on Watch in the UK. Season 
Two is available on DVD and Blu-ray now. 



1 Greenwalt and Jii 
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FTtALKED TQ JJ ABRAMS 
* ABOUT IT FOR THREE 
HOURS, AND IT WENT 
FROM THERE RIGHT INTO 
PRODUCTION” jj 

JH WYMAN JJ 
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ALMOST HUMANK 

Good Cop, RoboCop 





FRINGE LEFT SOME PRETTY BIG SHOES 
TO FILL, BUT FORMER SHOWRUNNER 
JH WYMAN HASTHE ANSWER. HE’S 
ENLISTING THE COMBAT BOOTS OF SCI-FI’S 
ULTIMATE LAWMAN, SADDLING HIM WITH 
A ROBOT PARTNER AND BRINGING JUSTICE 
TO THE MEAN STREETS OF 2048 IN ALMOST 

WE SPEAK TO THE CREATORS 
AND STARS TO DISCOVER WHY THIS SCI-FI 
COP SHOW ISN'T QUITE FRINGE, AND JOHN 
KENNEX IS NO JOSEPH DREDD... 




WORDS 

EDWARD GROSS 



M ore unrelenting and mechanical 

THAN ANY MACHINE, DREDD MAY NOT 
BE BACK ON THE MEAN-STREETS OF 
CRIME-DRENCHED FUTURE METROPOLIS, 

but Karl Urban - the man behind the visor - 
most definitely is. Instead of an unbending 
obedience to the often dehumanising letter of 
law comes the struggle to retain humanity in 
an ever-evolving techno logical world. 

Set in 2048, Almost Human - the 
brainchild of Fringe executive producer JH 
Wyman - postulates human police officers 
working alongside robotic counterparts 
in order to maintain order on the streets. 

John Kennex (Urban) is a human cop 
who survived one of the deadliest attacks 
ever made against the police department, 
resulting in a 17-month coma, partial 
memory loss, the death of his partner and 
having a robotic leg fitted in place of the one 
he lost. Heading back to work, Kennex, like 
every other cop, must work with a robot 
partner, eventually settling on the flawed' 
model named Dorian (Michael Ealy). While 



Dorian's emotional range is out of sorts for a 
robot, Kennex's trauma leaves him equally 
dysfunctional, and the two eventually find a 
common ground that it’s hard to imagine the 
uncompromising Dredd reaching. If Kennex 
were to wind up in the Big Meg, he wouldn't 
be storming through Peach Trees spitting 
death from his Lawgiver; he'd be shuffled off 
to the Academy to teach rookies how to buff 
their eagles, 

Wyman, who says he was writing the 
pilot while directing the series finale of 
Fringe , compares and contrasts the two 
shows by explaining, iH At the heart of Fringe 
it was always a quintessential kidnapping 
story. It was about family It was about these 
disparate people that were dying to hold it 
together in a strange world. But it also turned 
out to be a great platform to sort of talk 
about stones that are very important to the 
human condition. That's what really got me 
off, the idea that I could work in metaphor 
and tell these stories with the people I love 
at the heart of it. Almost Human is not a 
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Almost Human 



THE LAWMAN 

Star Trek and Dredd star 
Karl Urban on John Kennex 




What made you 
decide to do 
television, and what 
are your thoughts on 
the show and 
your character? 

I read the script, and 
I was drawn to the 
character of John 
Kennex. a character 
who's been in a coma 
for two years, who 
wakes up to find he has 
a completely robotic leg and is responsible for a massive 
toss of life of his team, and is pushed into the front line 
of try ing to protect and serve humanity. I found that 
inf initely interesting. A character who is searching for 
himself and finds answers in the most unlikely source, 
which is his synthetic partner He's a character who has 
an aversion to technology and he*s partnered up with a 
robot who, ironically, is almost more human than human, 
I found that interesting. Character and story aside, it 
was an opportunity to work with Joel Wyman, who Tm a 
huge fan of - 1 loved Fringe . It was a really smart show: 
it wasn't a stereotypical, dumbed down show. I knew 
going into it that the stories were going to be smart, 
and that we would not be talking down to the audience. 
Then obviously it was my continuing relationship with 
JJ Abrams, who really drew me to it. I wasn't looking 
to do television, but once I started looking at all of the 
elements involved, I thought, 'How can I turn this down? 
This can be really, really cool" 



I LOVED FRINGE - IT WAS A 
REALLY SMART SHOW 



KARl URBAN 



What do you hope John will learn from Dorian? 

My hope is that Dorian kind of puts John in touch with 
himself, with his humanity. In the best world they learn 
from each other, because in a way they're both searching 
for what it is to be human. John does not remember 
vast tracks of his life: he is a character who has a lot of 
pain, bitterness, anger, guilt, frustration, torment - all of 
this baggage that he has. t think consequently he s quite 
closed off. and Dorian is a wonderful mechanism for 
opening him up a bit - for softening him up overtime. 

During a movie, you know the whole story going into 
rt What do you think about doing a TV show where 
you don't know where things are going? 

I think it's exciting. We don 't know what’s just around 
the corner I am certainly aware of the throughline for 
my character for the first season, and that's enough 
for me. I just want to concentrate on making the best 
show that we can and delivering really interesting 
and compelling characters who are accessible and 
identifiable, and dealing with stories that we can all relate 
to and empathise with, showcased against the canvas 
of this slightly futuristic world. To me, that's interesting: 
the technology that's in Almost Human is down the 
pike, We re putting stuff into the show that's been fully 
researched, and this technology is just around the 
corner. I don’t think of this show as science fiction: it's 
a slightly futuristic show. It's like a cop show in the early 
Nineties, but the cops are walking around with iPhones. 





Michael Ealy stars as synthetic 
cop-with -a -conscience Dorian, 
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ft FEEDING ALMOST HUMAN ft 




a Rockne S Q Bannon's 
buddy cop sci-fi movie 
paired up an alien and 
human cop. The 
prejudice toward 

synthetics in Almost Human, as well 
as Kennexs journey to understand 
his partner, certainly has parallels. 



5% FRINGE (2008-2013) 



It'll be interesting how 
much of the world- 
building in Fringes final 
season influenced 
Wyman's new show. If 
nothing, it'll at least have cops 
flashing badges and lens flare. 




20+ R0B0CDP (19B7) 

Alex M urphy gets 
H gunned down in the line 
f of duty and reawakens 
L with a robot body and 
P minus his family, In 
Almost Human . Kennex reawakens 
with a robot leg, also having lost 
his family. 



3% DHE9D (2011) 




Karl Urban plays 
hard -ass lawmen of the 
future in both A/mosf 
Human and Dredd, 
which seems to be about 



as close as the two get But for lack 
of a Dredd 2, we ll pretend this is it. 



22% BIADE RUNNER (1382) 



Deckard hunts robots 
and thinks he knows 
what it is to be human. 
Aside from the big 
themes. Almost 
Humans title echoes Tyrelt Corp s 
More human than human' motto. 




While there’s obvious 
links to Will Smith's 
robophobic detective, 
Isaac Asimov s collection 
of short stories chews 
on numerous themes, musing how 
humanity might not measure up to 
the standard it sets for its creations. 





8(2 



Showing FBI agent Tom 
Greer, recovering from 
the death of his son and 
ma n aging a 
deteriorating 
relationship with his wife, this clearly 
deals with the sense of alienation 
that inspired Almost Human. 





ALMOST HUMANA 

Good Cop, RoboCop 






quintessential kidnap story, but there is 
definitely a mythology. At the end of the 
day, it's about these incredibly brave people 
that are on the front lines of this world that 
has really changed - but at the same time is 
not that far away. What I love about It is that 
ag^in, I get to tell stories that are metaphors 
about the human condition; cautionary 
tales and really thoughtful episodes that 
hopefully have some poetry in them and feel 
like they're more than just about a bad guy 
getting caught" 

Executive producer Narai Shankar, 
whose cop-show credits include CSf and, 
more recently, Grimm, muses, "We keep 
finding ourselves going up against the 
notion of how technology does unequal 
things depending on where you are on the 
socioeconomic scale. It enables people with 
a lot to have more and more, but at the same 
time ifs leaving an entire group of people 
behind. Without hitting it too hard on the 
head, we re trying to reflect those elements 
in the stories we tell, because it's fascinating 
and generates stories about crime, inequality 
and a whole plethora of really interesting 
things that we can explore within the 
context of iin action-driven cop drama.” 

The genesis of Almost / finnan actually 
lies with a debate between Wyman and his 
21 -year-old daughter. While her preferred 
method of communication is texting, his 
remains actual conversation in which you 
can still get a fuller sense of what a person 
is feeling or trying to convey rather than 



words appearing on a screen, "The whole 
thing started to bother me,” he says, "and 1 
thought, Right now, the technology is sort of 
linking us kind of closer to the peiiple who 
are furthest away from us, but furthest away 
from the people who are closest to us; It’s a 
problem. Fm definitely a fan of technology 
- the things we Ve managed to achieve 
technologically is astounding, but I can see 
that there’s another side. So when I thought 
about a show in the future that’s not too 
far away, that would allow me to say these 
cool things about what it's like to be human 
in this day and age through a great story, it 
became clear that that was my next step. I 
was going to take a little break from television 
and do new films, but it was such a live idea 
that when I talked to [executive producer) JJ 
Abrams about it, he flipped, too. 1 think we 
had a three-hour conversation about it, and it 
went from there right into production,” 

Much like the scowling veteran Dredd 
and his emotionally fragile rookie Anderson, 
Kennex and Dorian's mutual antagonism 
softens by the end of the pilot, but that 
doesn't mean it's the end of the arc. As 
Wyman explains it, one of the touchstone 
relationships from a film that seems to have 
been inspirational in this case is the one 
between Robert De Niro and Charles Grodin 
in Midnight Run, about a bounty hunter out 
to capture a criminal and use the bounty to 
gel out of tlie business and fulfil his dream 
of opening a coffee shop, "De Niro played a 
guy who had done everything right in life, £=> 




We're pointingat fellow detective Valerie 
Stahl (Minka Kelly) as a potential love interest. 
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Kennex soon dashes with detective 
Richard Paul, played by Michael Irby. 



yet hdd the rug pulled out from under him, 
Wyman reflects. "Literally everybody he 
trusted and loved abandoned him, and he 
developed an incredible chip on his shoulder 
because of that. Then here comes Charles 
G rod in, who represents, to De Niro, the 
negative side of the equation. He's a guy 
who doesn't follow the rules, who works for 
a gangster; he stole, he jumped bail. So De 
Niro is going to put this guy behind bars and 
collect the money. But the complications 
start to come. You realise that De Niro is 
playing a tough guy on the exterior, but is 
actually a damaged romantic. I le loved his 
wile, and he's destroyed by what’s happened 
in his personal life. Then you start to reveal 
that Grodin is actually somebody who stole 
from the gangster to give to charity, 

"Nothing is black and white, and this 
is kind of vvhats going on with John and 
Dorian. They both have such specific views 
of the world, Dorian of course absorbing so 
much and having opinions and John having 
his own opinions. The relationship is very 
real in that regard. Sometimes it’s going to go 
well, while sometimes Dorian pisses him off 
so badly that John won't talk to him. John's 
a little more easily exasperated with Dorian. 
It’s not that John hates technology; John 
really does like technology and appreciates 
it. Any cop who can get a better gun would, 
of course, appreciate that, l le’s not stupid. 
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JH WYMAN 



/ 



He’ll use it. When the robot starts to become 
too human and actually starts to replace 
humans- the point where technology starts 
to leave people behind - that’s where John 
draws the line." 

Adds Shankar, 'In Midnight Run the 
relationship takes one step forward, then 
three quarters of a step back throughout 
the entire movie. There's this tiny sort of 
forward momentum to it. but it's a gradual 
build. That's the kind of thing we're trying to 
do here. You’re going to see them working 
together and developing appreciation for 
each other, until Dorian pisses John off 
in a particular direction or asks too many 
questions that makes him upset or does 
something a robot would do that a human 
partner would not do. That hopefully 
keeps us in a place where there's still a 
good amount of fun conflict between the 
two guys, bui also in a realistic way they 
are working together and moving forward 
because the natural progression in the show 
is that ultimately they’ll end up as friends. 
We're hoping to do it as a slow burn/’ 

“It’s a constantly evolving relationship," 
notes Wyman, “It's not going to be ’One 
guy's a little sweet and one guy's a little 
grumpy’; it’s a lot mure defined than 
that. What we’re trying to do with this 
is make sure that people are hopefully 
invested in these characters' lives and start 
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THE PARTNER 



Flash Forward’s Michael Ealy 
on android Dorian 



I 

What brought you to the show and what appealed 
to you about the character of Dorian? 

First and foremost, the pedigree of the producers 
i s there. These guys k now ho w to d rive the ship. My 
first meeting with Joel Wyman was three hours long, 
and I went from not being sure about this to realising 
this was just crazy. The fact that he's driving this 
ship makes me feel confident that this story is going to go in the right direction. The 
material - the way it was written - was very interesting to me, because despite the 
technology and the idea that this guy is a synthetic, there's so many little things 
that I f ind interesting and relatabie to what it is we re going through now. There's 
discrimination: there’s political correctness: "Don’t call me a fucking robot! 'Vou can t 
say that to him: it's offensive. The rdea that a robot, a machine, can be offended. I'm 
like, "You've got to wrap your head around that for a second." This is not something 
we re at right now, but because the show is set in the near future, it's right around the 
corner. People have asked me if I was interested in the future. Not that I didn’t care 
about my future, but I never really thought about the future and where we're going to 
be. But this show has made me think. My kids are going to be living in a world that can 
be similar to this: my son could potentially be partnered with a Dorian if he becomes 
a cop. You don’t know. It's one of those things where it provokes so much thought and 
intrigue, that instantly it’s like. "This is the one to sign on to," 
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How hard is it to balance the 
robot and human parts of 
his personality? 

It is by far the most difficult role 
to try and play hu man/m achine, 
machine/human. Which one is he 
in this scene, which one is he in that 
scene? Joel and Brad Anderson, 
our director on the pilot, were very 
helpful in helping me find those 
fine lines, I based Dorian on three 
particular characters in movie 
history that I've seen; Jason Bourne. 

Robert Patrick s Terminator and Jeff Bridges' Starman. That has helped me kind of 
gauge how far I can go in this particular moment, or how small I can be in this one. 

It’s been incredible. I look forward to where he's going to be in other episodes and the 
levels I can play with this guy, 

In the pilot there looks like there’s quite a scope of humour between Oorian and 
Kennex. Is that going to play out, or do you think it’s going to get more serious? 

I think the humour plays nicely in the show without being forced, It never feels 
sitcomy or a setup Usually, the humour is inadvertent or the irony of the moment, 
especially from John’s perspective. 
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What do you think the characters will learn from each other? 

I'm hoping Dorian’s hunger for humanity will cause John to understand that he’s 
blessed and what be has is special What I hope Dorian understands is that everything 
human is not good, and sometimes being able to do what you're able to do isn't the 
most important thing. Because he s programmed to see, say, how many pixels exists 
in something, it means nothing to him, so he doesn't appreciate it. I hope he learns to 
appreciate some of that and, I think based on what I ve read, that's going to come. 



There's a moment in the premiere when Dorian says, “l want to be a cop." For 
an android to want something, which is something that you would think of 
as distinctly human, is a new thing. Can you talk about exploring humanity 
through the eyes of this non-human? 

I like to describe him as a reflection of the humanity we all take for granted There 
are people in this world who don t understand the preciousness of what it is to have 
a child, and they walk away or run from that responsibility. That lack of humanity is 
something Dorian cannot fathom, because he wants it so bad. I like to consider him 
as very observant, not so much intuitive as he is observant of human behaviour. If he 
sees you make a sad face, he wants to know, "What does that sadness feel like?" He 
really wants to try and feel it, and ultimately where he's going to go.,, well, it remains 
to be seen. I feel like his humanity, or his desire to embrace humanity, sets him apart 
from other machines we’ve seen in the past. It gives a hopeful tone to the show. Often 
in sd-fi shows you see that man and machine don't coexist I think what we’re trying 
to say is that these two hopefully can co-exist and create a model for the masses of 
society so they understand that man and machine can work together. 
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With Urban on board, Almost 
Human has a lot going for it. 




British audiences will recognise The Office's 
Mackenzie Crook as robot technician Rudy* 



to understand that there will be secrets 
revealed, there will be tilings told, they'll 
come to trust each other, and they'll come 
to distrust each other. There will he a 
whole bunch of things happening in their 
relationship, like a real relationship.'’ 

That dynamic will be explored against 
the backdrop of cases the duo investigate, 
which the producers point out. will be fairly 
standalone rather than serialised in the way 
that Fringe was. “ Fringe T Wyman offers, 
“started off as ’the pattern’ and turned into 
a whole lot of different things - by design. It 
wasn't like being set in a police precinct, so 
every week on Almost Human we're going 
to have a case. One of the criteria we sort of 
laid out for ourselves is we need to solve a 
future problem being committed by a future 
invention, because we want to do stories 
you can’t tell now or that no other cop show 
can tell." 

"Futurism is really part of the world 
you're going to see, 1 ’ says Shankar. "We 
really want people to see the present 
extrapolated down the road where they can 
say, Oh, this is where weTe going to end 
up.”' It’s a concept that Judge Dredd fans 
will be no strangers to. While the comics 
present an exaggerated parody of real- 
world concerns, the movie instead showed 
a beaten-down, third-world first world 
lurking around the corner - and with it all 



E* 

V * 



the horrors an urban sprawl can cook up. 

No urbane kingpin of crime or Norse god of 
trickery: just thugs, drug dealers and vicious 
gangs. "There's no big bad," he echoes. 

"What this really is, is that the world is the 
big bad. We have a whole bunch of little bads 
- that's the way of the world. In our world 
you've got all sorts of mobs from different 
countries (hat present problems to the police 
force. That’s how it is in the future. We want 
to keep it real and away from big overblown 
bad guys, and keep a foot in reality'.’ 1 
Shankar continues, "As soon as you get 
into the master villain, you get into tight 
serialisation in story and mythology that 
turns off a certain portion of the audience. 
What we're trying to do is make it accessible, 
and the serialisation that you're going to see 
is really the serialisation of the characters in 
the show. It's their lives, their relationships 
and the struggles they’re going through.” 

"1 really do believe the characters are what 
people come back to every week,” closes 
Wyman, "and we Ye trying to give a glimpse 
into the lives, and some real participation in 
the lives, of these very brave people who are 
Standing on the front line, getting up every 
day, putting on battle armour and fighting 
evils just around the corner." 



Almost Human is airing from 4 November on 
Fox in the US, 
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From The First 50 tears. Written by 
film/TV historian Marcus Heam, 
with a foreword from Steven 
Moffat, The Vault is available in 
hardback from BBC Books. jr 



LTIMATE CELEBRATION 



Doctor Who 



l0 ^jc 












r r;r I 

Sorroe 



WHO 



Much of V 
the incredible ^ 
Doctor Who a rt 
and behind-the- 
scenes images in 
this feature come 
courtesy of The 
Vault: Treasures 



|ju<_etj ci l 



FROM THE BEST STORIES 
TO THE DEADLIEST 
FOES, EVERYTHING Y00 
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INCREDIBLE YEARS OF 
DOCTOR WHO 
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William 



Hartnell 



Companions: Susan 
Foreman, Ian Chesterton, 
Barbara Wright, Vicki, 

Steven Taylor, Katarina, Sara 
Kingdom, Dodo Chaplet, 
Pplly, Ben Jackson 



An Unearthly Child 

Hartnell's tenure included 
some of the best episodes, 
but we’ve gone for 
the first: a beautifully 
atmospheric 
introduction to the Time 
Lord. Pick it up as part 
of The Beginning DVD 
boxset for £9. 

Susan, Ian and Barbara 

Ian acts as the upright action 
hero, while Barbara is the 
voice of moral reason. 
Susan, the precocious 
granddaughter, 
became increasingly 
underwritten, but the 
group soon comes 
together as a family unit. 



T he Doctor has come a long 
way. When we first meet him 
in An Unearthly Child] we 
get the distinct impression 
that he doesn’t want company. As 
concerned teachers, Ian (William 
Russell) and Barbara (Jacqueline Hill) 
follow student Susan {Carole Ann Ford) 
to a junkyard containing the TARDIS. 
William Hartnell s First Doctor is 
introduced as a crotchety grandfather 
who can t think of anything worse than 
having these strangers tag along. 

Hartnell’s belligerence and 
impatience would never be matched 
by subsequent Doctors (although Tom 
Baker came close the more he had to 
deal with Adric and K-9). This Doctor 
doesn't need to be an empathetic 
bleeding heart or swashbuckling action 
hero: he had companions to carry that 
weight for him. 
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That said, part of the joy of watching 
Hartnell is seeing him warm up as the 
series progresses. At first his affection 
is reserved for his granddaughter 
Susan, but soon he comes to 
appreciate having someone to travel 
with and look after, and no longer 
seems quite so capable of locking his 
companions out of the TARDIS. Even by 
the time stories like ‘The Aztecs' came 
around, that twinkle in his eye was 
becoming increasingly obvious. 

The First Doctor is the short- 
tempered headmaster, unpredictable 
elderly relative and mad old man with 
the time machine. Every performance 
in the role can be traced back to him. 

To paraphrase Tom Bakers Doctor, he 
is the definitive article, M lt all started out 
as a mild curiosity in the junkyard, and 
now it’s turned out to be quite a great 
spirit of adventure.' 1 



V : / The iconic villains were seen 
in trie 1963 episode ‘The 
Daleks]asthe Doctor finds himself 
in the middle of their attack on the 
Thais Pick it up on the The Monsters 
Co flection: The Daleks DVD for £7 



, Steve Lyons 

The Doctor finds himself 
in the middle of the 
Salem Witch Trials, with 
the knowledge that he 
can't interfere. It can be picked up for 
£3.54 used from Amazon. 



Sara Kingdom 

Sana Kingdom's adventures 
<55? makeup three different 

audiobooks, but it’s hard 
to choose one. Start with 
The Drowned World from 
Big Finish for £8.99 on 
CD. or £799 as a digital download. 
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Tomb Dt Ttie 
Cybermen 

Hie Doctor, 
Jamie and Victoria 
stumble upon an 
expedition to explore 
the tomb of the 
long-dead Cybermen. This isn't just 
the most frightening Cybermen 
adventure; it's one of Doctor Who's 
very best stories. Tomb Of The 
Cybermen' comes as part of the 
Revisitations 3 DVD boxset. Pick it 
up for £1348. 





JamieMcCrimmon 

Frazer Hines' plucky 
Highlander saw Troughton s 
Doctor right through to the end of his 
run, and was the perfect swashbuckling 
foil to the nervy, easily agitated Doctor, 
The two actors created a perfect 
double act, adding moments of 
humour and a real bond between the 
Doctor and his companion that was a 
first for the show. 
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Yeti 

Though most of the Yeti's 
appearances are missing, the 
monster is symbolic of many of the 
creatures faced by the Second Doctor 
a snowbound menace that is all the 
more dangerous for being out of its 
element. The surviving episodes of The 
Abominable Snowmen’ and 'The Web 
Of Fear' story arcs are collected in Lost 
in TTmeon DVD for £10.73, 

The Power 
01 The 
Daleksby 

John Peel 

The sad fact is 
that the Target 
novelisations are 
the only way to 
experience several of Troughton's 
Stories. We particularly recommend 
this unusually detailed and expansive 
adaptation of Patrick Troughton's first 
full story. Highly sought after, it can be 
found used for £12.44 on Amazon. 






Patrick Troughton 



mm 

Companions: Polly, Ben Jackson, Jamie McCrimmon, Victoria Waterf ield, Zoe Heriot 



P atrick Trough ton's cosmic hobo 
stands in sharp contrast to 
William Hartnell’s authoritarian 
professor. His air of intellectual 
superiority is ingeniously mismatched 
with his glorious scruffiness and the 
impression that he’s making it all up 
as he goes along. The Second Doctor 
is still prone to losing his temper but 
Troughton’s brief fits of agita are like 
watching an aunt struggling to take care 
of her nieces and nephews, unable to 
comprehend why they would commit 
such wanton acts of foolishness. 

Although this Doctors eccentricities 
were more pronounced (funny hats, a 
recorder, coats that were bigger than him), 
it's a wonderfully layered performance 



that ensures that the core elements (and 
some steeliness, when required) that 
Hartnell brought to the character are not 
altogether lost. The First Doctor had the 
air of a man who knew better than 
everyone else; the Second Doctor slips 
under his enemies' radar like a Time 
Lord Col umbo. There’s no way this 
absent-minded clown could be capable 
of scuppering their plans, and yet 
Troughton could turn on that Time Lord 
brilliance in an instant, his comic timing 



is absolutely superb (best seen in his 
appearances with Jon Pertwee in the 
anniversary specials), and he had a big 
heart underneath that scowl. 

Tragically, Troughton's Doctor is the 
one who has suffered the most from the 
BBC's policy of wiping tapes. Rumours 
persist that the lost episodes survive in 
some form - perhaps because we all want 
it to lie true. Funny and easily flustered, 
brilliant and big-hearted, t here’s simply 
not enough of the Second Doctor 




FAITHFUL COMPANION How Jamie became the Doctor s longest-serving partner 



the Second Doctor 




5 Novemher 19 GG (The Power Df The Deleted a June m [The War Games') 



17 December 1966fThe Highlanders! - 2 \ line 1969 (The War Canes 1 ! 



May 1967 ('The Evil Gf The Daleks ) - 20 April 1968 (Tuirv FramUie Deep) 
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Polly 25 June 1966 (The War Machines)- 13 May 1967 (The Faceless Ones') 



25 June 1966 ( The Wat Machines ! - 13 May 1967 (The Faceless Ones ) 
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Jon Pertwee ™ 

Companions: Liz Shaw, Jo Grant. 
Sarah Jane Smith 



F rom cosmic hobo to Earth- 
bound dandy, Jon Pertwee's 
Doctor reintroduced the air 
of authoritarianism without 
losing the mischievous sense of humour* 
While the Second Doctor could shuffle in 
without anyone noticing, the Third Doctor 
always makes his presence fell. Clad in a 
frilly shirt, velvet suit and cape, Pertwee 1 s 
Doctor knows he is the most important 
person in the room* and wants to make 
sure everyone else does too. With the 
actor’s natural gift for a barbed aside and 
his interest in giving the role a bit of action 
hero business, the Doctor had become 
something of a show-off, which made him 
tremendous fun to watch, 

Pertwee s arrival in the role coincided 
with the decision to remove the Doctor’s 
ability to trawl in time and space* 

Instead, he would become a protector of 
Earth, helping the Brigadier (Nicholas 
Courtney) to fend off alien inter fere nee 
and the machinations of the Master 
(Roger Delgado)* With increasingly 
environmentally conscious storylines, the 
Doctor was allowed to become our planet's 
saviour, acting as the conscience that the 
British military' should al ways aspire to be* 
His righteous indignation was balanced 
by his desperation for mankind to do the 
right thing* It was as if, by being forced to 
stay on Earth, the Doctor was confronted 
by what humanity was doing to its home 
and understood that he had to make us see 
it too. With three wonderful companions 
in Jo Grant (Katy Manning), Sarah 
Jane Smith ( Elisabeth Sladen) and tire 
perennially underrated Liz Shaw (Caroline 
John), not to mention the Brigadier and 
the UNIT team, the Third Doctor wasn’t 
just our guardian, but our conscience. 
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Vf / This classic boasts 
X/ some terrif i c Venn sian 

karate, 
textbook 
Third Doctor 
environmental 
concerns and 

fl v i one of the 

j x T most dramatic 

W W i ticking clock 

■ plot devices 
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Doctor Who 
ever gave us* Best of al. it takes 
the Doctor to an evil alternate 
timeline with an eyepatch- 
sporting Brigadier and a frosty Liz 
Shaw. Pick it up on special edition 
DVD for £10, 



\ft/ Lembridge-Stewart 

Although Nicholas 
Courtney's role as the Brigadier 
spanned beyond Pertwee. 
and indeed before it, the Third 
Doctor's enforced time on Earth 
presented the perfect opportunity 
to have a human sparring partner 
as stubborn as he is. 






The Master 

V / The Master provided a 

nemesis of intelligence 
and ability. Roger Delgado 
blends perfectly with Pertwee; 
affecting genteel charm and a 
rapier wit with genuine menace. 
'Terror Of The Autons' appears 
on The Monsters Collection: The 
Master DVD, priced at £7. 



The Scales Of Injustice 
by Gary Russell 



There's typically more 
i ~ room in the 

jo* novels to 

I - provide the 

fens with 
plenty of 
1 tidbits and 

* arcana, but 

Gary Russell's 
The Scales 
- Of Injustice 

is pure catnip 

to fans of Doctor Who history, 
giving the great Liz Shaw a proper 
send-off* It goes for crazy sums 
second-hand on Amazon, but is 
well worth tracking down* 



The Many Deaths 
Of Jo Grant 

Jo was always a bit 

W ZT of a dippy 

/!„ . r companion, 

^ so with this 

.O in mind this 

^ surprisingly 
* dark audio 
story from Cavan Scott and Mark 
Wright proves to be an excellent 
counterbalance to heron screen 
portrayals, as well as allowing 
Katy Manning the opportunity 
to show off the previously 
unheralded depth of her range* 
Pick up the Big Finish CD for 
£8.99, or instead get the digital 
download version for £799. 









ULTIMATE 

Doctor Who 



CELEBRATION 



Tom Baker™ 

Companions: Sarah Jane Smith, Harry 
Sullivan, Leela, Romana, Adric, Nyssa 
Tegan Jovanka. K9 



I n so far as the question "Which 
is the best Doctor?" can be 
answered, most people will tell 
you that it was Tom Baker who 
truly perfected the character That 
intelligence, sense of humour and dash 
of arrogance was now combined with 
Baker's inimitable delivery and big 
gleeful grin. Confront the Doctor with 
certain death, and you'll be faced with 
someone who can’t wait to see what 
you've brought to kill him with. 

Bakers status as the definitive 
Doctor is helped by the length of time 
he spent in the role. This is not to say 
that he needed time to develop; his 
performance is perfect, and his second 
story, The Ark I n Space! is one of 
his very best But Baker saw the role 
through changes in style and tone 
at a time when the writing was often 
absolutely superb Under producer 
Phillip Hinchliffe, the show went 
back to the stars, allowing for more 
ambitious science fiction storylines. 
The Fourth Doctor was endlessly 
adaptable and worked brilliantly with 
a range of companions, from Sarah 
Jane (Elisabeth Sladen) and the savage 
Leela (Louise Jameson) to the two 
Romanas (Mary Tamm and Lalla Ward), 
Perhaps what really makes the 
Fourth Doctor great is the fact that 
Baker does not shy away from 
the character's alien identity. With 
increasing emphasis on his humanity, 
watching Baker's fascination at life, 
the universe and everything, not to 
mention his nimble mood changes, 
reminds us that the Doctor isn’t one 
of us. He'll save the day but will have 
fun doing so* "Well, of course I “m being 
childish! There’s no poi nt being grown- 
up if you can t be childish sometimes,” 





Sarah Jane Smith 

\f * / Introduced during Pertwee’s 
tenure, Sarah Jane really 
came into her own when partnered 
with the Fourth Doctor, Elisabeth 
Sladen’s performance was simply 
superb As brave, clever and quick- 
witted as her partner Sarah Jane is the 
quintessential companion. 




Davros 

The Fourth Doctor faced 
down everything from deadly 
plants and giant rats to interga lactic art 
thieves, but Davros’ megalomania in 
The Genesis Of The Daleks' is matched 
by his complete absence of remorse. 
Pick it up on DVD for £6.50* 

Z Managra by 
<nS> Stephen 

This gloriously mad 
novel finds the Doctor 
and Sarah Jane in 
Europa, a re imagined 
future Europe designed 
by madmen and populated by 
historical figures like Mary Shelley, 
Elizabeth Bathory and Lord Byron. 

You can pick it up used for £3,95 
from Amazon. 





THE BEST OF BAKER 



Because the definitive Doctor deserves more than one story 




HORROR OF 
FANG ROCK 

1 The Doctor is at 



I his most alien 
as he and Leela 
are trapped in a 
lighthouse with 
expendable civilians 
and a green alien 
menace in this 
superb episode. Pick it up on DVD for £7.85. 







CITY OF DEATH 

Z The Doctor ar 
Romana s trip 



Z The Doctor and 
Romana s trip to 
Paris is interrupted 
by Julian Glover’s 
extraterrestrial art 
thief in Douglas 
Adams' delightful 
romp. Hilarious and 
simply joyous, buy 



THE ARK IN SPACE 

3 The decision to 
push the sci-fi 



it on DVD for £4.99. 



element resulted in 
this excellent space- 
station bound body 
horror, as the Doctor 
Sarah Jane and 
Harry encounter the 
terrifying Wirm, Get 
it on Special Edition DVD for £11.99* 



PYRAMIDS Of 
MARS 

4 A country 
house provides 
the setting for a 
potential alien 
invasion in this 
terrific story, which 
manages to combine 
mummies and aliens 
to great effect. Pick it up on DVD for £6.88. 
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Peter Davison 
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Companions: Adric, Nyssa, Tegan Jovanka, Vislor "furlough, Reri Brown 




W hile the storylines 

under John Nathan- 
Turner's guidance were 
growing increasingly 

schizophrenic (look at where Farthshock’ 
starts and where it ends], Peter Davison's 
performance as the Fifth Doctor ads as 
its anchor As if reacting to his previous 
incarnation's mercurial nature, the Fifth 
Doctor is all too aware of issues like 
consequence and responsibility. 

Look beyond the celery and the 
boyish face, and you'll find elements of 
several Doctors making up Davison's 



considered performance. There's a 
hint of the Per twee swagger in Five’s 
cricket costume and confidence in his 
intellectual superiority. He’s prone to fits 
of temper, and shares the First Doctor's 
role as a teacher Unlike Hartnell however 
he’s more of an older brother than a 
grandfather, and more of a supply teacher 
on a school trip than a headmaster. If 
Five sometimes seems stroppy it's partly 
because he’s been burdened with some 
of the most insubordinate companions 
in Who history. If you had to deal with 
Ad ric (Matt hew Wa terh o use) ’s co nsta fit 



questioning and Tegan (Janet Fielding)'* 
incessant complaining then you would 
be a hit grumpy too. But this transforms 
die relationship with the Doctor from a 
double act to a family in a way that would 
be key to Russell T Dawes' era. For all his 
outbursts, there’s a reason why "Brave 
heart, Tegan” is his catch phrase. 

Davison's performance shines because 
of the humanity he brings to the character. 
When he is forced to resort to murder in 
’Warriors Of The Deep’, the realisation of 
his failure is heartbreaking: There should 
haw been another way” 





A Brief History Of Time 



♦ The 
Caves Of 
Androzani 

The scheming and 
conflict provides an 
excellent backdrop 
to the Doctor's final 
moment of taking 
responsibility: sacrificing his own life to 
save the fife of Peri, who had only been 
introduced in the previous story. Pick 
it up on Special Edition DVD as part of 
the Revisftations 1 boxset for £13.50. 

Tegan, 
Nyssa and 
Adric 

yRK. The travellers in the 
j TARDIS became a 

I proper family for 
the first time since 

Hartnell, as the Doctor took care of the 
precocious Adric, outspoken Tegan and 
retiring Nyssa, It's when the unit breaks 
apart with the death of Adric that we 
appreciate what the Doctor has lost. 







Slack Guardian 

Although the Black Guardian 
and his benign counterpart 
the White Guardian first appeared 
during the Fourth Doctors run. the 
Fifth Doctor endured most of the chaos 
master's wrath and scheming. Pick up 
the Black Guardian Trilogy DVD boxset 
for £15.02. 





Goth Opera 
by Pan 
Cornel 

If only the Fifth Doctor 
had been allowed 
to have this much 
fun on screen, Paul 
_ Cornell's delightfully 

mad and dark Missing 
Adventure sees the Doctor and Tegan 
confronted with a flying vampire baby 
(among other things). It's available 
second-hand from as little as £2.01. 




Spare Parts 

Taking its inspiration from the 
Fourth Doctor story ‘Genesis 
Of The Daleks', Marc 
Platt’s Spare Parts 
places the Doctor 
at the point of the 
Cybermen's origin 
as he and Nyssa 
find a Fifties London on the verge of 
a terrifying discovery. Pick it up from 
Big Finish for £5 as a CD or £2.99 as a 
digital download. 
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Doctor the wrong way. but 
when she had her head 



cruelty 
masks a 
searing 
critique, 
prefiguring 



A violent beginning throttling 
companion Peri (Nicola 
Bryant) gave way to a violent 

middle - placed on hiatus by 

infamously IVftophobic BBC controller 
Michael Grade - and then a violent end 
as star Colin Baker was crudely jettisoned 
at the request ot BBC management. The 
era is dismissed as Doctor Whd s lowest 
ebb - the victim of John Nalhan-7 ur tier's 
scrabble for ratings in a changing cultural 
landscape - and its star is widely derided, 
sinking to the bottom of every 'favourite 
Doctor 1 poll with wearying regularity, but 
consensus is flawed, and it was consensus 
that Six was here to battle. 

He defeated a Davros concerned with 
"consumer resistance” of selling the 
dead as meat, and reformed the televised 
executions on the prison planet of Varos, 
holding up a funhouse mirror to the 
morally grey excesses and unchained 
capitalism of Margaret Thatcher's Britain. 
Worthy of dismissal? Wort hy of derision? 
No on both counts; Six is every bit as 
deserving of his place in the pantheon, 

like all 



THE WEARY, 



THE DEAD" 



who followed, 
he mixes 
and matches 
attributes from 
his predecessors 
- Hartnell's 
prickliness 
and selfishness, Tom Baker's 
otherworldliness and Pert wee's theatrical 
self-importance - and to all who follow 
he bequeaths his own set in Sylvester 
McCoy's darkness and force of personality 
and David Tennant s burning sense of 
unquenchable outrage. 

There may have been few genuinely 
good stories during this era, but burial 
amid even the weakest was a glimmer 
of the character that Baker wanted to 
see - one that would eventually find its 
oudet in books and audio adventures, 
armed with fearsome intellect and self- 
confidence that bordered on hubris, the 
galaxy knew no more dangerous a foe 
than the Sixth Doctor angered- The Daleks 
may have referred to the Seventh Doctor 
as "the Oncoming Storm’ \ hut it was 
the Sixth Doctor who truly personified 
a destructive, unstoppable force of 
nature, and when be stares dawn his 
own people in Trial Of A Time Lord' and 
calls them out on their hypocrisy, it raises 
the hackles. 

As for his costume? Well, nobody came 
out of popular culture in the mid-Eighlies 
looking good... 



Jubilee 

\y))/ The 2003 Big Finish 
audio that would 
inspire 2005's ‘Dalek! yet it was 
a small part of the complex 
moral maze drawn from Robert 
Shearman's masterful full-cast 
audio that forces all - human, 
Dalek, and Time Lord - to 
consider just who the real evil 
is. Get it now for £5 as a CD or 
£2.99 as a digital download. 
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Peri 

\I ¥/ Nicola Brya rit’s 
outspoken 

Californian rubbed up the 



anu uwouy given iu a 
space slug in 'Mindlash' it was 
the performance of a lifetime 
- undermined by a clumsily 
rewritten conclusion in 'Trial 
Of A Time Lord '. 

■aw ■ mi r 



Business Unusual by 



Bonnie Langford's 
— introduction 
as Mel never 
occurred on 

i pp- — a screen, so 

f ^ % Gary Russell 
I f »k * filled in the 

gaps with 
| ► ^ this Third 

Doctor- style 
tale of a 

sinister corporation, a vicious 
green-eyed dog and UNIT 
Russell deftly goes beyond 
the template and makes us 
care deeply, so pick it up 
second-hand for £270 
from Amazon. 



Vengeance On Varos 

Thistwo-parter 
has the infamous 
‘acid bath 1 
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scene, 
but the 
supposed 



the reality 

TV boom by decades as the 
Doctor visits a world where 
torture is broadcast. Not 
unlike Colin Baker's Pussycat 
Dolls dance on rm A Celebrity, 
actually. Pick it up on Special 
Edition DVD for £8.37. 



S XTH 
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H e capped an era as Doctor 

Who was taken off the air for 
what seemed like good, blit 
from the moment Sylvester 
McCoy’s Seventh Doctor hit his stride - 
somewhere prior to 'Remembrance Of 
The Daleks* - it felt as though this darker, 
increasingly enigmatic Time Lord was 
finally resolving unfinished business. 

Heir to Colin Baker's darkness and 
fierce willpower and something of 
Trough ton and Tom 
Baker’s clownish 
misdirection, the 
Seventh Doctor’s 
real crowning 
achievement - the 
moment that showed 
just what kind of Doctor he was - wasn't 
destroying the Daleks or the Cybermen, 
but talking a sniper into dropping his 
rifle in the bleakly allegorical Happiness 
Patrol’. "Why don’t you do it tlieur he 
spat with a terrifying intensity, "Look me 
in the eye. Pull the trigger. End my life/’ 
For all the capering, this was a Doctor 
who kept his secrets and toyed with his 
companions destinies, and unlike the 
Hill, who lied and schemed to keep 
Amy and Rory in the dark, the Seventh 
did what he had to do, deploying those 



who trusted him like chess pieces in his 
duel with Fenric. No wonder Ten - the 
ultimate humanist - recalled in The End 
Of Time Part 2’ T got worse; tricked people 
into taking their own lives,” but then 
Ten channelled a little of Seven himself 
when he brought down a prime minister 
by saying "Doesn’t she look tired?” or 
banished the Family to their fates worse 
than death in The Family Of Blood' (itself 
based on a book with Seven as its star). 

Like new Who , the 
Seventh Doctor’s era 
revelled in mysteries 
and slow-burning 
arcs, and with Ace 
{Sophie Aldred) 
placed the intensely 
relatable everygirl companion at the heart 
of the mythology - no mere exposition 
sponge like the companions of yesterday. 
When cancellation came in 1989, it was 
bittersweet. Fandom lost its foci, but 
became more passionately entrenched 
around a Doctor Who line that could 
develop these ideas in ways the show 
nev er could in the New Adventures, 
where future writers and showrunners 
like Mark Gatiss, Paul Cornell, Steven 
Moffat, Russell T Davies and Gareth 
Roberts made their mark. 



WE ALL HAVE A 
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2 The Doctor's 
heritage is 
finally revealed 
in the expansive 
Lungharrow, which 
brought a close 
to the Seventh 
Doctor's era. 



J JUST WAR 

rrl |! IflfICEPARKIN 

A One of the most 
U shocking stories, 
as the Doctor deals 
with the true horror 
of the Nazis in this 
rare historical tale. 
Goes for silly money 
second hand. 



NIGHTSHADE 



#| Gatiss throws 
■§ in another 






of his loves with 






analogue Professor 
Nightshade in this 
early one. Get it for 
as little as 43p. 



Ken Tree's original costume 
design for Sylvester McCoy. 



VIRGIN TERRITORY 

The four best Virgin 
New Adventures 



HUMAN NATURE 

PAUL CORNELL 

1 A stone-cold 
classic that was 
adapted by rts 
author into the TV 
storyline of the 
same name. Snatch 
it up as soon as you 



Sylvester McCoy 



1 98m 1996 



Companions: Me! Bush, Ace 



DOCTOR WHO 

A Brief History Of Time 





The 

Happiness 
Patrol 

A revolution in a 
single night, this 
politically charged, 
studio-bound 
story is the best 
self-contained adventure of the era. 



Bertie Bassett- aping executioner 
the Kandy man is far more surreally 
impressive than you remember, too, 
so get it on DVD as part of the Ace 
Adventures boxset for £15.66. 





Fenric 

Like the Sixth Doctor, the 
Seventh doesn't have many 
recurring foes, but Fenric's chess 
match with the Doctor consumed his 
darkest season, and the Time Lord’s 
battle of wills with this ancient evil is 
still spine-chilling. Pick up The Curse Of 
Fenric on DVD for £6,50, 



Troubled arsonist Dorothy 
’Ace' Me Shane prefigured the 
modern companion - sassy, strong- 
willed and not above smashing up a 
Dalek with a baseball bat At the centre 



of many of the best stories. Sophie 
Aldred gave the character a rare level 
of authenticity. 




The Fires Of Vulcan 

The first Big Finish Doctor, 
there's plenty of Seventh 
adventures to choose from, but Steve 
Lyons’ Pompeii-set The Fires Of Vulcan’ 
is all the more remarkable for featuring 
Bonnie Langford's MeL Available on CD 
for £5 or digital download for £2.99. 
get it now. 
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Paul McGann 

Companion: Grace Holloway 
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I t's a testament to just how good 
Paul McCann's performance as t he 
Doctor is that the TV movie is, for 
the most pan, considered canon. 

This is the clunky, cheesy TV movie that 
stated that the Doctor was half human, 
had the Master as a translucent cobra 
thing that made Eric Roberts spit goo at 
everything, and shot Sylvester McCoy. But 
the TV movie has Paul McCann, whose 
performance as the Eighth Doctor is 
absolutely marvellous. 

McGann has since made no bones 
about the fact that he didn't appreciate 
being made to wear a wig, and he's had 
a new costume created for his Big Finish 
audios, but his look fitted his Doctor 
perfectly. Eight is a romantic in every sense 
of the word, and after the eccentricities 
of McCoy, McGann is brimming with 




joy and the possibility 
of adventure. There's 
none of the arrogance 
that often comes with 
the role; Instead, he's puzzled 
as to why no one believes him, which 
is contrasted beautifully with Daphne 
Ash brook's cynical, world-weary Grace. 

The Eighth Doctor doesn’t actually 
appear in the TV movie until over 20 
minutes in, at which point he's suffering 
from a bout of amnesia, making his 
subsequent rediscovery of his identity, 
history and abilities all the more joyful 
(and that kiss with Grace is fine, by 
the way). 

The Eighth Doctor belongs to a world 
of wonderful possibilities, and it’s one 
of the real tragedies of Doctor Who that 
such a marvellous interpretation of the 



JO 






character was given such a brief time to 
shine. Subsequent novels and audiobooks 
have explored him in more detail and 
given him some darker shades, but lie’ll 
always be the Peter Pan of the Doctors, 
"Grace, I came back to life, l held back 
death. Look, l can’t make your dream 
come true forever, hut l can make it come 
true today!" 



$ 




Grace Holloway 

Grace gets quite the 
introduction, interrupting an 
opera to run in slow- motion down a 
hospital corridor in her ball gown, and 
she proves to be exactly the grounded, 
world-weary counterbalance that 
the romantic Eighth Doctor needs. 
Admittedly, the script doesn’t always 
do her a lot of favours, but Daphne 
Ashbrook's chemistry with McGann is 
often overlooked. 




The Master 

Well, we couldn't really 
choose anyone else. Eric 
Roberts 1 performance as the Master 
has the kind of campy excesses that 
come from an actor who's just there 
to enjoy himself/'l always... dressss 
for the occasion;' he hisses, and it’s 
impossible to suppress a giggle and 
shudder Pick up the movie on Special 
Edition DVD as part of the Revisitations 
1 boxset for £13.50. 





Alien Boies 
by Lawrence 
Miles 



There's a wealth of 
brilliant Eighth Doctor 
books and audios 
to choose from, 
but we’ve gone for 
Lawrence Miles’ Alien 
Bodies, which sees the Doctor come 
face to face with his own dead body, 
predating this year’s 'The Name Of 
The Doctor', Pick if up used for £5.58 
from Amazon. 

Storm 
Warning 

The start 
of the Eighth's Big 
Finish adventures, 
writer Alan Barnes 
retains the best of the movie depiction 
and pairs him up with new companion 
Charley Pollard. A tremendous start 
to an incredibly fertile range, Sto/ro 
Warning is available on CD for £5 or 
digital download for £2.99. 
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Brief 
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e 

Companion: Rose Tyler 



O ne of Russell T Davies' many 
strokes of genius when 
revitalising the Doctor was 
the decision not to cast 
the kind of actor you'd expect to see 
occupying the TAR D IS. There was no 
floppy hair, cape or BBC pronunciation. 
Christopher Eccleston's Doctor was a 
breath of fresh air; hair cropped close 
to his head and bombing around in a 
leather jacket. The Ninth Doctor has no 
pretentions of dandy -ness. He s got all 
of Fertwee's swagger with none of the 
airs or graces. 

Which isn't to say he's glum. One of 
the biggest surprises about Eccleston’s 
performance is just how perfect his 
chemistry with Billie Piper's Rose 
Tyler was. While David Tennant might 
be the definitive Doctor for a new 
generation, it was Eccleston's brilliant 
turn that brought the character back 
from the dead and re-energised it. He's 
tempermental and excitable, and he's 
going to get the job done. 

Of course, Nine's bravado covers an 
ocean of grief. Davies 1 decision to wipe 
out the Time Lords gave the character 
the guilt of two genocides to carry 
around with him (although the Daleks’ 
return took that back to one). Not only 
did this make the Doctor even more 
determined to protect the people he 
cared about: it gave him a new sense 
of joie de vivre. It was always safe to 
assume that Eccleston could deliver a 
dramatic Doctor: one who could face 
down an army by walking up to them 
and telling them his name. What we 
should not forget is that he managed 
to give the alien who's seen it all a will 
to seize the day. “Rose, before I go. I 
just want to tell you: you were fantastic. 
Absolutely fantastic. And do you know 
what? So was I!" 
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DOCTOR 



— 0 Oalek 

' <H> Beieving 

mt that he 

♦ A had wiped out the 

r * entire Dal ek race 

dfli i©" as well as the Time 
4KH1A1 ^ Lords, the Doctor 
v ' m gets a nasty shock 

® * when he finds 

a surviving Dalek in an underground 
collection. Pick it up as part of the Dalek 
Collection DVD for £5.15. 
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/L \ X\ Rose Tyler 

\ OH/ David 
0 1 Tennant’s 

J Tenth may have 
> ft shared a closer 
— ■ bond with Piper's 

headstrong Londoner, but it was the 
Eighth Doctor who showed her the 
universe. They help each other grow 
in ‘Father’s Day’ and Dalek’. and their 
partnership in episodes like ’The Unquiet 
Dead’ and ‘The Empty Child’ is brilliant 
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tA 1 Slitheen 

* i jS <!/> Not the 
jm g 1 most iconic 

i Who monster, to be 

i sure, but the Eighth 
* ■ *■ Doctor faced the 

rotund, farting alien menaces in three 
of his 13 episodes. The Slitheen are a 
good example of a Russell T Davies -era 
creature; the show didn't shy away from 
their monsters, and there's no forgetting 
the Slitheen. 



REGENERATION GAME 



The new series had more in common with classic Who than some might think 



Companion 

Ace versus Rose 

Both characters have 
a fully fledged life 
before they enter the 
TARDIS. Complicated 
and forthright, what 
they've left behind is 
as important as 
their travels with 
the Doctor. 



Naff guest star 

Kerin Dodd versus 
Trinny and Susannah 

The reality TV- 
skewering (well, light 
poking) in the Bad 
Wolf /’The Parting Of 
The Ways' wasn’t as 
naff as Kenn Dodd in 
the McCoy era, but it 
was close. 



Catface Alien 

Cheetah People 
versus Catk nd 

Need we say more? 
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Family Of 
Horn 

The Time 
Lord is under the 
guise of John Smith, 
an early 20th Century 
sc hool master who 's 
convinced his parents 
are Verity and Sydney (in a neat nod to 
the show’s creators)* It’s a beautifully 
drawn character study of a man who 
doesn't want to accept his destiny. Pick 
it up on the Series Three Volume Three 
OVD for £4.46* 




Donna 
Noble 

By the 

time Donna came 
along, the Doctor 
was exhausted by 
admirers, "I just 
want a mate" he 
sighed, to which came the incredulous 
reply, "You just want to mate?!™ It was 
the start of a funny, warm friendship, a 
refreshing change of pace that Donna 
saw him as "long streak of nothing*" 






Weeping Angels 

The screaming sculptures 
were a stroke of genius. The 
concept - that these living statues 
were unable to move unless you 
blinked - was powerfully creepy, as 
was the montage of monuments at the 
end of the 2007 episode 'Blink', and the 
knowledge that you'll never look at one 
the same again. Blink' also appears on 
the Series Three Volume Three DVD 
for £4*46 





Prisoner Of 
he Oalehsby 
revor 



Terry Nation's estate 
fiercely protects this 
eternal enemy, making 
this full-length novel 
a rarity* The tone is dark, the dialogue 
totally Tennant, and there are more 
Daleks than you can shake a pepperpot 
at. Pick it up for £5.34 from Amazon. 

Doctor 
Who A! 
The BBC: 
The Tenth Doctor 

This behind-the- 
scenes look is 
presented by the late Elisabeth Sladen, 
and includes interviews with the cast, 
a look at how the show is made, and 
an audio scrapbook of W/rorelated 
appearances on shows like Blue Peter 
and Friday Night With Jonathan Ross. 
This release is available as a download 
from AudioGo, priced at £2.99. 
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David Tennant 2005-2DID 

Companions: Rose Tyler, Micky Smith, Martha Jones. Donna Noble 




his regeneration was one of 
the smoothest passing of the 
screwdrivers in Whostory* 
Companion Rose Tyler and 
shownmner Russell T Davies remained, 
and thus the story continued with a 
capable new lead. A true fan of the show, 
he had already lent his voice to Big Finish 
audio plays and the animated Scream Of 
TheSlulka, so he was poised at the start 
line, best Converse-dad foot forward, 
when the gun fired and Series Two began. 
Quite possibly the fastest, most frantic 
Time Lord ever to operate the TARDIS, 
the Tenth spent much of his time dashing 
down corridors and speaking at a rate 
of one million words a minute. He had 
good reason too, as he faced a Judoon 



platoon on the moon, a library full of 
Vashta Nerada and Rose Tyler's mother 
brandishing a sandwich. This incarnation 
was imbued with infectious* childlike 
wonder, regularly shouting "Fantastic!' 1 
"Brilliant!" and "Oh yes!" as he was 
reunited with Time Lord s best friend K-9 
and his greatest companion, Sarah Jane, 
along the way. 

Often described as t he most human of 
all the Doctors, the Tenth wasn't afraid 
to cry. He wept over the Master (John 
Sinun}'s body and for the time-displaced 



something loomed menacingly in the 
skies. There was also an incredibly 
romantic side to the character that we’d 
never really glimpsed t^efore, YouTube 
is riddled with fan-made dips of his lip- 
locking escapades, which included Astrid 
(Kylie Minogue), Madame du Pompadour 
(Sophia Myles), Lady Christina de 
Souza (Michelle Ryan), Man ha (Freema 
Agycman) and, unforgettably, Rose. The 
Tenth s tenure was consistently high- 
energy, always entertaining and often 
emotional* When his time was up he 
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A Brief History Of Time 
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The doctor’s 
Wife 

Neil Gatmart 
personified the one 
companion the Doctor 
has experienced every 
adventure alongside, 
yet never held a conversation with: the 
TARDIS. played by Suranne Jones. Pick 
it up as part of the Complete Series Six 
DVD or Blu ray for £1375 or £15.48. 
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Amy Pond 

The meeting 
between 

young Amelia and the 
raggedy man kicked 
off a friendship that 
would see her get 
hitched, have a baby, 
meet her grown-up daughter and 
become the Doctor s mother-in-law. 
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Man Smith 
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Companion: Amy Pond, Rory Williams, Clara Oswin Oswald 




oo young r the cynics cried, 
"He's got an emo haircut/* they 
blustered. Following the BBC 
special that unveiled a then 
26-year-old Matt Smith (and sparking a 
new regeneration tradition), a section of 
fans tried to push him off the TARDIS 
before he'd even got a foothold. The fact 
that most of the naysayers are now ranting 
that his successor, Peter Capaklu is "too 
old” is a testament to how Smith won 
over the critics with unrelenting gusto and 
quality performances beyond his years. 

Smith actually restored some of the 
misplaced 'alienness' of the character. He 
was no longer the romantic lead and, in 
fact, was more childlike in his response to 
yucky things like girls and smooching, ft 
was this naivety and eccentric, extra- 
terrestrial nature that dispelled any 
potential unease from meeting both 
eventual companions, Amy (Karen Cilia n) 
and Clara ( Jerma-Louise Coleman) as 
children. The Doctor is vary much a man 
of the universe again, invoking wide-eyed 
wonder at dinosaurs on a spaceship, 
vampires in Venice, bowties and fezzes. 



Smith’s series will be remembered 
for the mini movie-style episodes that 
came with their own cinematic posters, 
adding to the feeling that each was a 
true event. But despite the epic scale - 
going to Spain, New York and Utah - the 
majority of episodes were more intimate 
affairs, with the Doctor making house 
calls. These ranked as some of the most 
popular of Smith’s run, including 'Night 



Tenors', about a boy who was terrified 
of his cupboard, and The Lodger', where 
the Doctor posed as a flatmate, playing 
football and working in a call centre. 

Now his time is almost up, well dunk 
a Jammy Dodger, shed a tear and whisper 
"GeronimoT Regeneration will keep the 
character alive, but as the Tenth said, it's 
not quite the same. “Some new man goes 
sauntering away. And I'm dead,'" 



The Silenfs 

These 
lanky aliens 
popped up throughout 
Series Six. trying to kill 
the Doctor before a 
forbidden question was 
asked: ’Doctor Who?’ 
See them on the Complete Series Six 
DVD or Blu -ray for £1375 or £15.48. 

Touched By 
An Angel by 
Jonathan 

Moms 

Grieving widower Mark 
receives a note saying 
"You can save her’! 

As he tries to change 
history, the Weeping Angels are waiting. 
Pick it up for £5.24 from Amazon. 
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Plague Of 
The 

Cybermen 
by Justin Richards 

David Warner reads 
this original tale 
about a 19th Century village plagued 
by a wasting disease, but the dead 
don't stay underground for long. This 
AudioGo release is available on CD for 
£7.99 or digital download for £6.99. 




TIMES ARE CHANGING 



Why 12th Doctor Peter Capaldi 
marks a victory for fans 



This Christmas, well see the 
Spin Doctor become trie Doctor, 
as Peter Capaldi fulfils his 
wildest childhood dreams of 
becoming the star of Who , 

Most famous for playing 
Malcolm Tucker on The Thick 
Of ft rt’s likely he’ll lose the 
swears, and the fez will probably 
go effity-bye, but the Scottish 
accent is staying and, if his 
introduction video is anything 
to go by, he'll be able to stop 



aliens from destroying the 
universe just by looking at them. 

Moreover, it feels like one 
of our own has landed the 
part. As a 14-year-old. he was 
determined to run the Official 
Doctor Who Fan Club so 
much so that he’d regularly 
fire off letters to his teenage 
rival, offering his assistance. 

He wrote to the production 
office and received set designs 
and episode scripts, and the 



Radio Times even dug up an 
old letter he wrote, aged 15. 
congratulating the show on its 
tenth anniversary. Now here he 
is, on the eve of Doctor Whos 
50th year, and he's actually 
going to become his childhood 
icon, "Being asked to play the 
Doctor is an amazing privilege." 
he says. "Like the Doctor 
himself I find myself in a state 
of utter terror and delight, I 
can't wait to get started 1* 
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AN ADVENTURE IN SPACE AND TIME 

An Unearthly Childhood 
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AN ADVENTURE IN SPACE AND TIME 



/ 






v\ 



/ 



\ 



LIFE THE CLASSIC MONSTERS, 
EPISODES AND THE FI RST DOCTOR 
PRODUCER MATT STREVENS 
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ATCHING AN ADVENTURE IN SPACE 
AND TIME -THE DOCUMENTARY 
DRAMA OF DOCTOR WHO'S CREATION 
- YOU COULO BE FORGIVEN FOR THINKING 

you'd travelled back in time to 1963. So 
convincing is the casting of David Bradley as the frail 
but frightening First Doctor that it was tike meeting a 
ghost from the past for the show's onginal director, Waris 
Hussein, now in his 70s. 

"One of the most moving things happened in the Television 
Centre on our first day of filming," recalls producer Matt 
Strevens./ It was a corridor scene with David dressed as William 
Hartnell in full Doctor garb, with the white wig and cloak. Waris 
was visiting the set that day, and you could just see in his face 
that he was transported back to when he was 23, He had a tear 
in his eye and he was lost for words. I think it was eerie for him to 
be around David as Bill [Hartnell] because he's been gone a tong 
time, and [ Doctor Who's producer] Verity Lambert’s no longer 
with us, so it was a very emotional experience for him. I felt so 
privileged to be around these people that were there at the 
beginning of what has become a part of our lives,” 

Indeed, this 90mmute docu-drama transports us back 
further than the Doctor's ever been - to when it was a small 
show that the BBC had little faith in. The story is as much about 
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the shows stars and creators as it 
is about the programme itself says 
Strevens. "William Hartnell is the spine 
of the story, but it also focuses on Verity 
Lambert and her journey as a young woman in 
television in a very male-dominated world, trying 
to make this bonkers show based on an idea that was 
completely left-field, with no money and no respect from 
the design departments, " he continues/’ It was considered 
a children's programme that the BBC wasn't really bothered 
about, but it was the vision of Sydney Newman, the new Head 
of Drama, and his belief in Verity, that pushed the show forward 
and made it a huge success/ 

Not only was a science fiction series a huge departure from 
the usual period dramas clogging up the BBC’s schedule, but 
its creators didn't fit the mould. The stir they caused within the 
organisation will be explored in An Adventure In Space And Time, 
says Strevens: "There’s a scene where one of the crew - the old 
sort of bitten, cynical cameraman - sits down with the paper 
and calls them a bunch of freaks’ under his breath/ he tells us. 
’’Sydney Newman was a brash man with loud suits; a very un- 
BBC character. He was like some Hollywood showman, like PT 
Barnum, Verity had only been a production assistant before, 
and a woman producer at the BBC was very rare; and then 
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1984-1996 



An Adventure In Space And Time 



A timeline of Mark Gatiss' many adventures with Doctor Who 



NIGHTSHADE 

(NAVEL) 

A New Adventures 
instalment 
featuring the 
Seventh Doctor 
and Ace, where 
villagers are being 
killed one by one. 



ST ANTHONY'S FIRE 
(NOVEL) 

The Doctor 
visits the planet 
Betrushia. where 
a genocida! war 
has broken out 
between the lizard 
like inhabitants. 



PROSE SERIES (VHS) 

Before Torchwood [ 
there was PROBE 
The unlicensed 
spin-off starred 
many former 
Doctor Who 
actors, only in 
different roles 



THE R00NDREA0S 
(NOVEL) 

This was part of 
the BBC's Past 
Doctor Advert tures 
that sees the 
Second Doctor 
locked in the Tower 
of London in 1648. 



THE IDIOT'S 
LANTERN (TV) 

The Tenth Doctor 
lands on the eve 
of Elizabeth ll s 
coronation, where 
a sentient being 
feasts through 
the television. 



THE LAZARUS 
EXPERIMENT (TV) 

Gatiss didn't 
write this episode, 
but it was the 
first one that 
he landed a 
starring role in t as 
Professor Lazarus 



VICTORY OF THE 
DALEKS (TV) 

Set in Winston 
Churchill's Cabinet 
War Rooms, this 
was controversial 
for tampering 
with the design erf 
the Daleks. 



A GOOD MAN GOES 
TO WAR (TV) 

The first of a two- 
pa rter revealed the 
identity of River 
Song and included 
fa mi liar a I lies 
Madame Vastra 
and Jenny. 



THECR MSQN 
HORROR (TV) 

The updated 
series' 100 th 
episode focused 
on Vastra Jenny 
and Strax as they 
investigate the 
'crimson horror'. 



RIVER SONG (TV) 

The final episode 
of the series, 
Gatiss went out 
with a bang, a kiss 
and anl do' as the 
Doctor and River 
Song got hitched. 



Gatiss brought 
back the Ice 
Warriors, last 
seen 39 years 
previously, for 
a Cold War 
episode with new 
companion Clara, 



The Doctor 
makes a house 
call to a young 
boy who’s afraid 
of his bedroom 
cupboard - and 
with good reason 
as it turns out. 



SdRNow 



THE UNQUIET DEAD 


LAST OF THE 


BIG FINISH (AUDIO) 
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David Bradley portrays First 
Doctor William Hartnell. 




Even writer Mark Gatiss was 
astonished by the attention to detail 




you had an Indian junior director with Waris Hussein, so the 
creative team were seen as an interesting bunch. In reality, 
there were lots of people behind the idea of Doctor Who , but 
our narrative focus is with these few key figures and a fading 
character actor who feels that he should have been a much 
bigger star than he was. They were outsiders creating a show 
about the ultimate outsider:' 

I T WAS NEWMAN WHO CAME UP WITH THE NAME DOCTOR WHO", THE IDEA 
OF THE MYSTERIOUS CENTRAL CHARACTER AND THE NOW LEGENDARY 
CONCEPT OF HAVING A TIME MACHINE THAT WAS MUCH BIGGER ON THE 
INSIDE. BUT IT WAS LAMBERT AND HUSSEIN THAT PERSUADED 55-YEAR- 

old Hartnell to take on the role, and this origin story takes us 
through his three years as the Time Lord until his regeneration 
into Patrick Troughton (Reece Shearsmith). "It's a wonderful 
human story about an actor who gets a role late in his career 
and he's not sure about taking it: 1 he explains, "but it takes 
him on a journey and transforms him as a man, so there's an 
element of Dickens in An Adventure In Space And Time ; it’s 
Scrooge-like, it's Death Of A Salesman and King Lear. It's a 
family story about a guy who finds a connection to his own 
granddaughter through playing the part of this magical Doctor 
and he becomes a hero to millions of children. I don’t think you 
need to have ever watched Doctor Who to appreciate it as a 
story in its own right” 

Scrooge is a rather apt description for both the 
Doctor and the actor who played him, as both 
seemed to warm considerably as time went on, 

Hartnell's sometimes difficult relationships 
with people on the show, and the decision 
to replace him when his health began 
deteriorating, has dominated 
Doctor Who's history, and Strevens 
says this will be a warts-and-all 
portrayal, "Bill was not an easy man. He 
wasn't cuddly and he did have his demons, 
but I think what we show is that he was a great 
and respected actor, and that he had a redemptive 
quality to him by doing this role," he continues. "It 
made him loved by children all over the country; he had 
been famous as a film actor, but he got a different kind of 
fame through this" 

In Hartnell s words, the Doctor was "a cross between the 
Wizard Of Oz and Father Christmas.'' but before landing this 
child-friendly role, he had been known for playing crooks and 
bullying army sergeants. It must have been something to do 
with those knife-edge features that actor David Bradley also 
shares, as he's been cast in similarly menacing roles, such 
as Walder Frey in Game Of Thrones and the cantankerous 
caretaker Argus Filch in the Harry Potter senes, "The looks 
are uncanny." agrees Strevens, "but he’s also an actor with a 
huge range, who can play the curmudgeon and can seem quite 
grumpy and austere when you f irst meet him, but when you get 
beneath that you see a very vulnerable man. I have to say, David 
couldn't be further from the characters he plays. He's probably 
the sweetest, kindest man Fve ever worked with, so it was great 
for us when that came through. So when you first meet William 
Hartnell he's a bit intimidating, but then David excavates this 
wonderfully warm, fragile and sort of scared man underneath. 
It’s a truly wonderful performance that reminds me of Alastair 
Sim playing Scrooge [in the 1951 film]." 

On screen, the Doctor travelled with his granddaughter 
Susan (Carole Ann Ford) but his adventures were documented 
by his real-life granddaughter Jessica Carney, in the biography 
Who s There? The Life And Career Of William Hartnell, which 
has been updated and published to coincide with the show's 



50th anniversary, Carney often visited the set to watch filming 
of An Adventure In Space And Time , and was very moved by 
what she saw. reveals Strevens. "She told me that on the night 
this film goes out, the family are going to have to have a box of 
tissues nearby, because it’s quite emotionaL" Hartnell's family 
weren't the only ones on hand to share anecdotes from the 
time, however as original cast members were invited back for 
cameos. Among the familiar faces is Susan herself. Carole Ann 
Ford and William Russell, who played Ian Chesterton, "They told 
us stories about what William was like and how they felt about 
it at the time" he says. "None of them knew how big the show 
would become. Nowadays, you realise that if you even have 
just a small part in Doctor Who you become part of the canon 
forever but in those days they had no idea, William Russell is 
almost 90 now, and he’s still talking about this thing all these 
years later." 

Speaking to the original cast members was just a small part 
of Mark Gatiss’ mission to make this genesis story as authentic 
as possible in the absence of a real time machine. Original 
blueprints for the TARDIS were recovered and the set was built 
exactly to spec to please even the most eagle-eyed Whovians, 
"The original console would have been made in a prop store 
with lots of old dials and gas gauges, but nowadays none of 
those parts are available, so every single part had to be 
moulded and cast from the original and put together,’ 1 
he explains. "We could have stuck on any old knobs 
and levers, but we wanted it to match exactly, 
so it was all painstakingly designed and put 
together We’ve recreated the original 
junkyard prop for prop from the first 
episode, and the costumes were 
all handmade, along with the 
original Cybermen and Daleks" 
Classic episodes and moments 
have been recreated, including The 
Dalek Invasion Of Earth! where they 
closed Westminster Bridge in order to 
send Daleks across it. These metal menaces 
aren t the only adversaries well see, as Strevens 
reveals: “The Menoptra and the Zarbi [from Series 
Two episode The Web Planet ] knock around, too. We’ve 
recreated moments of lost episodes as well, like [the fourth 
serial] 4 Marco Polo! and the original actor who played Marco 
Polo [Mark Eden] is playing the head BBC Drama guy who bugs 
Sydney Newman, so there are lots of tittle moments for people 
who went right back and watched the original series.’ 1 
Unlike Doctor Who's early run. however, An Adventure In 
Space And Time will be in colour, except for the excerpts of the 
re-created episodes, "It's a film within a ffclmT he clarifies, "so 
we show the cast filming the first episode with colourful sets 
and costumes, and then we play back clips in a screening within 
our film." These scenes were recorded using the cumbersome 
Marconi cameras that gave the original crew bad backs in the 
Sixties. It all added to the authenticity that exceeded even Mark 
Gatiss’ expectations. He had pitched a similar idea to celebrate 
the show's 40th anniversary, "The best he had envisaged might 
be a half-hour on BBC Four, very low budget and almost sketch- 
like," says Strevens. "It was always going to be the story of the 
first Doctor, but as with any biopic. it's a case of what story do 
you tell? Is it the story of William Hartnell or the invention of this 
famous show? We managed to do both. The story will only be 
told once because it's the genesis story, but I think it will be a 
family film you can watch again and again" ; r 



An Adventure In Space And Time will air on BBC One on 23 
November, commemorating 50 years of Doctor Who. 
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THE DAY OF THE DOCTOR WILL SEE MATT SMITH’S DOCTOR 
SHARE THE TARDIS WITH DAVID TENNANT AND BILLIE 




OF FANS EVERYWHERE. SCIFINOW HEADS TO CARDIFF 
TO TALK TO THE CAST ABOOT ANNIVERSARY PRESSURE, 
SONIC SCREWDRIVERS, RETURNING TO DOCTOR WHO AND 
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Y OU CAM ASSUME WHATEVER YOU WANT 
TO, BUT YDU KNOW WHAT ASSUMPTION IS, 
DDNT YUU? Tt LAUGHS MATT SMITH, ASTHE 
NEARLY DEPARTED TIME LORD BLOCKS DUR 

attempts to get some spoilers out of him. “It's 
the mother of something! 1 * 

SciFiNow is on set at HBC Cardiff for the 
SCf anniversary special of Doctor Who, and 
the atmosphere is something akin to arriving 
early for your own surprise party. Even 
glimpsing Covin & Sum's Joanna Page at 
a writing desk feels like a security breach 
as we're ushered away to the spoiler-free 
confines of the TARDIS. When we walk 



back past her, now safe in t he knowledge 
that we can cross ‘Throw that big lever in 
the TARDIS' off our bucket list, clearance 
has been granted and it's deemed safe to let 
us watch her write at a desk by candlelight. 
"What am I allowed to say?* 1 she asks, before 
confirming that she is indeed playing Queen 
Elizabeth I. 

“It’s so scary, because your name is 
written across every single page of the 
script" she explains. + "My God. don’t put 
them in the bin! Make sure I shred them!* 

I’m terrified that something's going to lie 
found on the pavement and it's going to have » 
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<) How has it been filming wrth 
David and Billie? 

Its great, I’m |ust enjoying having 
a gang. It often feels like it’s me 
and Matt, so at the moment 
coming onto set feels like a huge 
gang of us It's great, swapping 
tales and Doctor Who stories 
and things that we could only 
possibly understand. Its really 
kind of fun. But it is a funny thing, 
obviously f m developing a new 
dynamic with David, but at the 
end of it I always feel like I have 
to go and sit next to Matt, 

f) What’s it been like watching 
Matt and David together? 

That’s what's really wonderful 
about first of all what’s in the 
script, and then seeing the 
Matt and David dynamic come 
together They are the same 
man, so rt's almost like “What is 
going on inside his head?” They 
antagonise each other really well, 
and also make each other laugh, 
so they complement each other 
very well. 

O How is your research into old 
Doctor Who going? 

Thank God Matt's not here, 
because t said “I've started 
watching the classics” and Matt 
started to quiz me in a room full 
of interviewers, which wasn't fun. 
I’m not going to hold my hands 
up and say I’d be able to give a 
lecture, but what's been really 
nice is since I've had the first 
season. I've gone back a little 
bit and had a load of classics 
delivered. So now I feel like I've 
got my first season out of the 
way I can go back and enjoy it. 



'Joanna Page' over ii and then they're going 
to hang me,” From John Hurt’s role to the 
basic storyline of the episode (“He realises 
that he’s actually got ginger hair,” jokes 
Smith), the details are locked up so tight 
that even the indomitable Sarah Jane Smith 
would struggle to unearth any juicy tidbits. 



HIILE THE HUNT FOR SPOILERS PROVES 
FRUITLESS, PERHAPS THE BIGGEST 
AND MOST EXCITING ANNOUNCEMENT 
WAS M ADE BEFORE FILMING BEGAN. 

Three years after Ills departure, pinstriped, 
Converse- wearing, cockatooquiffed 
emotional rollercoaster David Tennant is 
picking up his sonic screwdriver to join 
Matt Smith in the TARDIS, “It s a multiple 
Doctor story with two Doctors/* enthuses 
Smith. "It’s just a very interesting idea, that 
he meets himself and is sort of disapproving! 



Will the mystery surrounding John 
Hurt's Doctor 1 finally be unravelled? 




/ 



They get on quite well as well - it sort of 
ebbs and flows quite madly as any Doctor 
IVbodoes. 1 think il would have been 
disappointing not to have another Doctor 
back. I’m really pleased there’s a couple of 
Doctors in it because 1 think that’s really 
important for the SO 111 and the fans to have 
more bang tor their buck, as it were. When 
you start these things you don’t really know 
how if s going to be, hut we get on brilliantly 
well, me and Dave. 

”1 think having the meeting of Doctors 
son of sprinkles a bit of fairy dust on it, you 
know? Even for the crew and everyone, 
just seeing the costumes next to each other, 
seeing the Converse and the bow tie... it's 
kind of cool.” 

Of course, it's not the first time t hat 
Tennant and Smith and have been in an 
episode together, as the Tenth Doctor's 
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victory lap in The End Of Time’ concluded 
with Smith seizing the controls of a crashing 
TARDIS, However, we've yet to see them 
share the screen, and with Billie Pipers Rose 
Tyler also returning it's fair to say that our 
expectations are pretty high. 

It’s certainly a thrill when Tennant enters 
the room dressed as the Tenth Doctor. Clad 
as he is in the blue pinstripes and Converses 
(yes, we checked his shoes), it's almost a 
surprise when we hear his natural Scottish 
accent instead of the Tenth's Estuary tones, 
"When you start Doctor Who, the question 
you're asked continuously is 'When are 
you leaving? ’ he smiles, ’’and as soon 
as you leave Doctor Who the question 
you're asked continuously is "When are you 
coming back?' So it's been out there as a 
possibility I would be lying if 1 said I hadn't 
considered it.” 



CL I ENVY MATT 

1 SMITH’S FLUIDITY 
AND HIS NATURAL 
SWAGGER. I THINK 
IT’S BRILLIANT 



DAV 




O How's the 50th year been for 
you, with all the speculation? 

I'm hearing so many rumours 
about the celebrations and 
what’s going to be going on. but 
yeah, it’s really exciting, you fed 
it on set, I mean, the first time we 
did the 3D we were in the TARDIS 
on the first day, and I saw Matt 
popping out of the screen. The 
show lends itself so well to rt, 
more than I even thought, but 
imagine the TARDIS in 3D! 
There's def initely that buzz on 
set, and obviously we’ve got this 
gang and eveiybody ’s back, so it 
does feel like a real celebration. 
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The Doctors alongside 
guest star Joanna Page 
and the latest companion. 
Jenna-Loutse Coleman, 



; ■ H. SPEAKING OF LEAVING... AT THE TIME 
OF OUR VISIT. RUMOURS WERE STARTING 



FROM THE RQLE FOLLOWING THE BOTH 

.anniversary, which wasn't confirmed until 
some weeks later. An attempt to bring 
up that possibility was rebuffed, but it's 
common knowledge that filming Doctor 
Who is as exhausting as it is exciting. Smith s 
cheeriness remains undiminished, and lie's 
as delightful to chat with as ever, but his 
trademark bounciness is clearly being saved 
for the cameras, and perhaps, like Harriet 
Jones, he's looking a bit tired. He explains 
that part of the fun of working with Tennant, 
who occupied the role fora similar length 
of time, has been working with someone 
who understands what comes with the role 
of a lifetime. 

It s been really interesting talking to him 
and comparing notes, going ‘What a bom 
this? How did you deal with that?'” he tells 
us* It's a very singular, particular journey 
that not many people really understand. It's 
like a term of office, because you are a public 



figure to some degree, it s something 
the public are very involved in. It’s 
unexpected to have people dress up 
as you, it's unexpected to have little 
figures of you, and it’s unexpected to have 
people coming to watch you film. There'S 
su many things that you can't really share 
with anyone because it either sounds like 
you’re bragging or moaning. But actually 
you're just trying to find a context for how 
to deal with it and how to enjoy it. It’s such 
a dominant thing in your life, I suppose, and 
that's quite hard to communicate to other 
people. Someone who knows that, you go 
Wow. it's a lot. isn’t it?' The pluses outweigh 
the minuses tenfold. ' 

"It's been quite interesting to swap notes, 
less on playing the part and moreen the 
stuff that comes with it, the lifestyle that is 
inflicted upon you and the good and bad 
that come with that," agrees Tennant, "Lots 
of people are known for lots of things, but 
the particular attention that Doctor VWiogets 
is relatively unique, so its been interesting to 
share that with Matt. It's been good*'* 
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THE THREE DOCTORS 972) 

The Time 

M ^ Lords 

m begrudgingly 

» break the 

y l " laws of time, 

** allowing Jon 

Petwee's Third to call upon Patrick 
Troughton's Second to relieve a terrible 
threaten Gallrfrey Unable to stop 
bickering, they get William Hartnell's 
First on screen to deliver some scathing 
put -downs to the ' dandy and a clown. ,+ 
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THE FIVE DOCTORS (19 3 

* Four of the five 

H incarnations 

of the Doctor 
iff] (with Richard 
4 , Humdall 
^ 4 doubling 

as the First) are scooped up by some 
nefarious cad and deposited in Gallifrey's 
Death Zone alongside a pick'n'mix of old 
companions, monsters and yellow cars. 
Archive footage of Tom Baker’s Fourth is 
used, and therefore doesn't really count 
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THE TWO DOCTORS (1986) 

A romp with 
■v Troughton’s 

^ Second Doctor 

I upsets the time 

stream of Colin 
” " * Baker's Sixth 
Doctor (although apparently not the other 
four) and he takes time out from throttling 
Peri (Nichola Bryant) to patronise Jamie 
(Frazer Hines), save the Second Doctor 
and secure his own future, 
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DIMENSIONS IN TIME 

Easterners meets Doctor Who*. 

In 3D! Three, Four. Five, Six and 
Seven (Sylvester McCoy) flit in 
and out of time and mind link to 
defeat the Rani and save Albert 
Square from the only monster 
costumes the BBC hadn’t 
junked. There was no hope of the 
show coming back, so we were 
just grateful for anything. Please 
forgive us, future generations. 
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TIME CRASH 7) 

David Tennant's Tenth hangs 
out with his own IRL father-in- 
law Peter Davison as the Fifth's 
TARDIS merges with Ns in the 
name of charity. There's some 
lovely banter and gentle ribbing 
of Fifth's “decorative vegetable" 
and "brainy' specs, proving 
that when Doctor Who gams 
at rts own mythological navel it 
doesn't always have to be a slog. 
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DAY OF THE DOCTOR (2013) 

The Tenth, the 11th (Matt Smith) 
and a mysterious maybe-Ninth 
(John Hurt) team up for this 
forthcoming 50th romp,** 



While the memories of living with Doctor 
Who may have been fresh in his memory, 
Tennant tells us that rediscovering the 
character of the Tenth Doctor took a bit 
more work than getting into costume and 
saying "Allonsry!" 

“There is something in the tone of 
Doctor Utfjuund the character as well 
that l was finding a little elusive," he 
remembers, “1 was reading the script and 
l was trying to learn the lines and imagine it, 
and l had to go and get a couple of 
DVDs out and rewatch it. It's something 
about the energy of it, because it's not 
naturalistic in the way that most things 
are. It"s got an absolute reality to it, but the 
tone of Doctor Who is not tike anything 
else. It s been a lovely thing to revisit because 
once you're in it, it feels very comforting 
and familiar." 

Fan speculation about who would be 
involved in the 50 th Special was clarified 
when Christopher Eccleston declined to 
return, and we wondered if Tennant had any 
reservations. "You don’t know quite how 
you’re going to feel about it,” he admits. 

“And you never entirely know if it’s wise 
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JUST 

SEEING THE 
COSTUMES 
NEXT TO EACH 
OTHER. SEEING 



AND THE BOW 
TIE... IT’S KIND 



MATT SMITH 





to go hack to anything. But with Doctor Who 
there has always been the precedent, so l 
guess it was always there as a possibility It's 
not like I'm doing a season; it’s very much 
a lovely thing to revisit for a handful of 
filming days, and something that 1 still feel 
very fondly about. 1 had a very wonderful, 
happy time here, so it's no great trial to have 
another wee go.” 

T ennant MAY HAVE BEEN EXCITED TO 

RETURN BUI. WITH TWO DOCTORS IN THE 
TARDIS, WE COULDN’T HELP BUT ASK SMTTH 
IF HE GOT A LITTLE PROPRIETORIAL ABOUT 

the old girl "Ha! No, although I did say to 
David on the first day because we were 
doing a scene in my TARDIS, 1 don’t want 
to hog the flying duties, so if you want to, 
fly awayr 

“His TARDIS is beautiful, have you been 
on it?" asks Tennant, which we confirm, 
leaving out the bit about the lever. "It's a 
beautiful set, very different to mine so l 
don't feel like they compete. It’s much more 
robust. The one l was on was a kind of 
organic thing, like it was growing, whereas 
Matt's has lots of fantastic switches, there’s 



lots of levers to slam. His TARDIS is my 
TARDIS/' he jokes. "It's all one TARDIS, it’s 
all one Doctoral heart,” There is, however, 
some obligatory commentary on the 
respective size of their sonic screwdrivers. 
“Mine's bigger/' confirms Smith. “I win.,, 
on that one/’ "His is much bigger/' laughs 
Tennant. "Everyone’s since 1963 is bigger 
than mine! Well, maybe I just don’t have 
to compensate so much; maybe I’m very 
happy with my sonic's length. And it does 
everything that it needs to do.” 

Leaving the question of whether size 
matters aside, what is very dear from 
speaking to the two actors is a colossal 
mutual respect. “It’s his gig," emphasises 
Tennant. Tm a guest on his show, so it 
was down to him to be OK about it, which 
mercifully he was. I was slightly nervous, 
although I talked to Man and he was very 
enthusiastic about the whole notion of it 
happening. I don’t think he’s grown [into 
the role], I think he hit the ground knowing 
what lie was doing, l le’s got such a feel for 
it and such a flair about him. I envy his 
fluidity and his natural swagger, I think 
it's brilliant/’ 
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Tennant has no 
qualms about 
returning to the show. 







Tennant's praise for Smith's interpretation 
immediately conjures the image of the two 
Doctors standing next to each other, and 
seeing how they differ is one of the most 
exciting prospects of the 5Q h . "David's is 
more swashbuckling than mine," opines 
Smith. "With girls, for instance, they react 
very differently. Mine's like 'You're a weirdo/ 
and David's is like “1 ley!' They Ye slightly 
different men and we've approached it in 
different ways, but they're the same man. 
That's the great thing about seeing them on 
screen, you go 'You're the same, but you're 
different, hut you're the same!”' 

T hat unique mixture of similarity and 

DIFFERENCE THAT DEFINES THE DOCTOR’S 
TRANSFORMATIONS COULD ALSO BE USED 
TO DESCRIBE THE EVOLUTION OF THE 

show itself, as Tennant explains. "It’s a very 
different show to when I was in it; it's also 
the same show that it was in 1963," he tells 
us. "And [ think that's one of the reasons 
it's still going. That central alchemical thing 
that works is still there. I think if you showed 
this show to someone who was watching... 
maybe not this show, because they wouldn't 



understand why there was more than 
one Doctor, but if you showed Matt's next 
episode to someone who was watching in 
1963, they’d he a bit confused, but they'd 
know it was the same show* At heart it's the 
same principle* And 1 think tliat's true for the 
actors within it as well; the joy of it remains 
the same." 

That joy that Tennant refers to is evident 
as we make our way out of the BBC Centre 
and spot Page and her husband taking a 
picture with their new baby daughter and 
a Dalek in the lobby "She's had photos 
with the TARDVSand the monster/' Page 
exclaims. "And she's got this lovely white 
snow suit which has got slime all over it 
because I gave her to one of the monsters 
and said 'Can you look like you’re going to 
eat her?' So he did and he slimed all over her, 
so it's just really great! " 

"It’s really cool! 1 ' concludes Tennant. 

"It's really cool to be in Doctor Who acting 
opposite the Doctor! It sounds ludicrous, but 
it's true." & 



Tie Doctor Who 50 fh Anniversary Special 
will air on BBC One on 23 November. 
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releases out this month 



Outstanding 



Thoroughly entertaining 



Good but somewhat lacking + ★ Fair at best ★ Avoid as you should After Earth 
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“BREATHTAKINGLY BEAUTIFUL, 
GRAVITY IS A TRIUMPH” 



■W 



4 





















4 A h* 






SrifiNow 

LATEST 






ONLINE 



Read all the latest reviews 

visit www.scifinow.co.uk 



CI NEMA Add your thoughts regarding the latest 
blockbuster theatrical releases on the SciFiNow website. 
DVD Discover our opinions on the latest film and 
television releases and add your own comments. 

TOP 10s Read our lists relating to our favourite genre 
shows, and give your thoughts on whether we were right 
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Gravity 
77 We Are What 
We Are 
How I Live Now 
Antboy 

The Haunting 
In Connecticut 2: 
Ghosts Of Georgia 

Horns 
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Creeps how 

All Superheroes 
Must Die 

This Is The End 
Halloween 
8 Twixt 
81 World War Z 
Sharknado 
Outpost 11 

82 The Last 
Exorcism: Part II 
Curse Of Chucky 

Frankenstein’s 

Army 

V/H/S/2 



84 HOME/TV 

TV shows on DVD 
and Blu-ray 

Doctor Who: 
Series Seven 
Grimm: 
Season Two 
Wonderfalls: The 
Complete Series 
85 Doctor Who: The 
Tenth Planet 

85 Doctor Who: 
Terror Of The Zygons 
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LOST IN SPACE 

Cinematic space missions 
gone wrong 




Apollo 13 (1995) 

“Houston, we have a problem." 
Tom Hanks, Kevin Bacon and 
Bill Paxton undertake NASA's 
doomed 1970 lunar mission. 
When disaster strikes, dreams 
of moonwaiking are abandoned 
in the struggle to get home. 

Alien (1979) 

in space, no one can hear you 
scream .' Ridley Scott raised 
the benchmark as the crew of a 

spaceship are terrorised. 

Moon (2009) 

“I hope life on Earth is everything 
you remember it to be." An 
astronaut miner makes an 
ominous discovery in this 
psychological drama. 

Sunshine (2007) 

“Eight astronauts strapped to 
the back of a bomb," A crew of 
astronauts attempt to reigmte 
the sun and soon begin to 
struggle for sanity. 
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Failure is not an option 



“Life in space is impossible." 

So Alfonso Qiaitin tells us explicitly at the 
very beginning of Gravity, It’s right there, in big 
fat white letters on the screen along with some 
statistics. Translation? Cuarbn s characters are 
doomed before we even meet them. 

But what a way to meet them. In a 17-minute, 
unbroken opening shot, the camera sweeps 
effortlessly across star-speckled nothingness, 
giving us a majestic view of our beautiful planet 
in all its gigantic blue and green glory before 
finally settling on a group of astronauts working 
on a satellite. ITs as beautiful as anything we've 
ever seen on the silver screen 

Among the group is veteran commander 
and country music fan Matt Kowalsky (George 
Clooney), completing his final expedition for 
NASA and determined to break the spacewalk 
record before returning to terra firma. He's 
cool, calm and collected, in stark contrast to his 
companion. Dr Ryan Stone (Sandra Bullock), 
a medical engineer on her first mission who 
hasn't quite got the hang of this whole astronaut 
malarkey yet. 

Quite what they're there to achieve is beside 
the point - research, or something. But it's 
entirely irrelevant, because before long mission- 
ruining debris from a satellite is heading their 
way. Fast. 

As chunks of metal rip across the screen and 
head toward us at an alarming rate, our heroes 
are thrust into a terrifying tailspin. Thanks to 



Cuarbn's clever direction and use of 3D, 
we're sent flying along with them. Spinning 
across space we go, feel i ng the lack of 
gravity as a white-suited Slone disappears 
into the distant black and Kowalsky 
desperately tries to gain control of his 
jet pack. The camera is constantly moving, 
making us as disorientated as the characters 
on screen and moving us to feel their terror 
and panic. They think they're going to die - 
and so do we. 

And here is the genuine genius of 
Gravity. From the opening scene, all 
bets are off. 1 lolly wood tropes are thrown 
out of the window, replaced with an 
intense thrill-ride of a plot that keeps 
us guessing from beginning to end. For 
now, though, Kowalsky is still resolutely 
calm, while Stone is less so and running out 
of oxygen. But on discovering that their 
space shuttle has been destroyed, and 
with Houston as silent as the void that 
surrounds them, they must find a way to 
get home. Luckily, there’s a disused Russian 
Space station just within reach. But don't 
imagine for a second that it's going to be 
that easy, 

“1 hate space," mutters Stone after almost 
dying for perhaps the umpteenth time, 
and well she might. Cuardn, however, 
clearly doesn't. Gravity is a love letter to the 
cosmos. There are gorgeous vistas of Earth 



throughout. We see the sun rise and we see 
it set, giving way to a mind-blowing glimpse 
at the Aurora Borealis from above. It's spine- 
tingling stuff, and ultimately the real star 
of this movie. The vast emptiness of what 
lies beyond the planet, meanwhile, is just as 
beautiful - but there's something terrifying 
among the twinkling stars, and it’s the thing 
our heroes fear: an inevitable, cold and 
lonely death. 

That fear is particularly palpable in 
Bullock's performance. She's the rookie 
on a mission gone wrong, so we can 
understand her fright, but thankfully just 
before the panic and screaming becomes loo 
much to bear. Stone finds her resolve and 
the Oscar-winning actress begins to shine. 
Many would struggle to meet the demands 
of this role, hut its in safe hands as Bullock 
gives us powerful emotion, only occasionally 
crossing the line into cloying territory. 

Frequently ridiculous but breathtakingly 
beautiful, Gravity is a triumph. Just sit back 
and enjoy the view, 

Cat Collins 
VERDICT 







Children Of Men 

Humankind faces extinction in 
C uaron ' s t bought- provoki ng 
2006 dystopian drama, starring 
Clive Owen and Julia rine Moore. 
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Gravity How I Live Now We Are What We Are 




World War III 



Details 15 101 mins Out now Director Kevin Macdonald Screenwriters Jeremy 

Brock, ToryGnsoni, Penelope Skinner Jack Thorne Cast Saoirse Roman, George MacKay, 
Harley Bird, Tom Holland, Danny McEvoy Distributor Magnolia Pictures 



in the English 
countryside 





Young Irish actress 

Saoirse Ronan is excellent, 
as usual, in Howl Live 
Now, based oil Meg 
Rosoff's young adult 
novel. Sadly she's more 
convincing than the film itself, in which 
she plays Daisy, a sullen 16-year-old 
American girl sent to England to live 
with her aunt and cousins in their idyllic 
rural property. She starts by fighting off 
their good spirits and polite welcomes, 
refusing to have fun. She is even rude to 
her cousin Edmond (George MacKay), 
despite their obvious mutual attraction. 
You can assume that, as with all such 
movies, she will eventually soften 
and become a more contented person, 
madly in love with Edmond. 

And you'd be right* As it turns out, 
this turnaround happens rather quickly 
allowing us to shift to the real action. 
This isn't just a com ing-of-age drama, 
or it wouldn't be in this magazine* 
Daisy’s Aunt Penn (a cameo by Anna 
Chancellor), working on delicate peace 
negotiations, flies urgently to Geneva, 
a rra mgi ng for someone else to take care 




of them. This person never shows up, 
however, as World War 111 suddenly 
begins. Presumably Aunt Penn didn't 
do so well. 

Before long, Britain is under martial 
law, with the kids taken from their 
happy existence and forced to work for 
the war effort* Originally a cheery teen 
drama, it becomes a dystopian tale with 
terrorist attacks and mou nds of corpses. 

In case you are still not convinced 
of its sci-fi credentials (and while 
it is certainly speculative fiction, it 
all seems chillingly plausible), it is 
also established in early scenes that 
Daisy and Edmond communicate via 
telepathy Even when they are separated 
by the war, Daisy still knows where to 
find her true love, and will walk across 
Britain to be with him, with her younger 
cousin Piper (Harley Bird), in tow. 

Despite the telepathy-filled teen 
Children Of Men vibes, it's the first part 
of the film - the family tale between 
the moody Yank and the relentlessly 
cheerful Brits - that is most convincing. 
It is only once World War III starts that 
everything starts to go downhill - for 
both the characters and the audience, 

Mark Juddery 

FILM * ★ 
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The Hunger Games 

Another gifted young 
actress heads to war as 
the big leagues in a 
dystopian future. 




WE ARE WHAT WE ARE 



>inner is served 



J 



Details 15 105 mins 25 October Director Jim Mickle Screenwriters Nick Damici, 
Jim Micklr Cast Julia Garner, Ambyr Childers, Bill Sage, Michael Parks 

Distributor Entertainment One 



— 0% m Takes more than a 
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flood to bring this family 
to its knees" intones 
fearsome paterfamilias 
Frank Parker (Bill Sage). 
In this waterlogged 
southern gothic, tradition is as 
important as the meat in the pot. 

When their mother dies suddenly 
Iris (Ambyr Childers) and Rose (Julia 
Garner) are left with the responsibility 
of preparing the fam ily's annual 
ceremonial meal. As the two discuss 
their options, Doc Barrow (Michael 
Parks) makes a disturbing discovery; 
a bone that appears to be human. 

Jim Mickle and Nick Damici 
preserve the conflicts of the original 
film while making this their own. 

This remake embraces its American 
identity; the setting and characters 
feel fresh despite the similarities. Its 
a modern Depression-era fable that 
slots into classic gothic territory 

The performances are 
outstanding. Childers and Garner 






walk the line between girls next 
door and something else superbly 
with Garner in particular proving 
to be a talent to be reckoned with. 
Meanwhile, Sage gives Frank 
surprising moments of warmth and 
humour that don’t make him any less 
threatening, and Kelly McGills pops 
up as their kindly neighbour. The 
standout, however is Parks, who is 
heartbreaking as the grieving father 
who wonders if he might have found 
out what happened to his missing 
daughter and if he wants to know* 

We Are What We Are sidesteps the 
usual charges levelled at remakes, 
establishing its own identity. Its 
horror stems from the lyrical, literary 
tradition of thedustbowl and people 
being torn out from their homes 
by the roots. There are shocking 
moment, but these are held back 
as Mickle establishes his subdued 
atmosphere and the humanity of 
his 'monsters. The question isn’t 
whether or not this is as good as the 
original, but rather whether it s better 
Jonathan Hatful! 

FILM ***** 



Ravenous 

Christ ian imagery and dark 
humour abound in this 
cannibal western with Guy 
Pearce and Robert Carlyle, 
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AMTPflV Denmark’s favourite 

Hll | DU I pre-teen superhero 



Details TBC 77 mins TBC Director Ask Hasselbalch Screenwriters Anders 0lhotm H 
Torbfsrn Rafn, Nikolai Arcef Cast Oscar Dietz, Nicolas Bro, Samuel Ting Graf, Amalie Kruse 
Jensen. Cealie Alstrup Tarp Distributor Attraction Distribution 



As thousands of 

comic-books, movies, 
television shows, 
advertisements and 
songs have proven 
over the decades, 
superheroes are easy to parody. The 
numerous superhero tropes are an 
easy target, partly because they are so 
obviously ridiculous. Indeed, it is far 
more impressive that the angst-ridden 
Spider-Man and Batman movies (not to 
mention comics like Watchmen) have 
been taken so seriously 

The Danish movie Antboy, one of the 
latest, is for the most part a Spider-Man 
pastiche. Pelle (Oscar Dietz) is 12 years 
old - slightly younger than Peter Parker 
when lie was bitten by a CM spider. 1 le 
looks even smaller and younger than 
most kids his age, and in his costume 
he is even more harm less- looking than 
Chloe Grace Moretz s 1 lit-Girl While not 
as lethal as the latter, however, he's no 
slouch in the villa in- fighting world since 
he was bit ten by a laboratory am, giving 
him the proportionate powers of an ant* 
including super-strength, super-smell 
and corrosive urine (because why not?). 




He soon stars fighting crime with the 
help of his classmate Wilhelm (Samuel 
Ting Graf), a bespectacled genius and 
comic-book geek - more like a younger 
Parker, but he has to make do with 
being a sidekick. Antboys arch-enemy, 
the Flea (Nicolas Bro, who you might 
recognise from The Killing II), is a 
genius with a terrible costume and the 
proportionate power of .. well, you can 
probably guess. 

Of course, all of this is straight from 
the Marvel play book. One touchstone 
is Ant-Man* one of their earliest 
superheroes, although perhaps luckily 
for Antboy the founding Avenger 
failed to make the roll call in Avengers 
Assemble, and the Edgar Wright- 
directed adaptation is not due 1 ill 2015. 
He is briefly mentioned* however, 
indicating that this is a movie that's not 
afraid to disguise its lack of originality. 

Still, it has the innocent charm with 
which Danish cinema has portrayed 
children since Lasse Ha list rum's 1985 
hit My Life As A Dog. Antboy m ight be a 
Spider-Man clone, but he's f/ie/r Spider- 
Man. Marvel is undeniably cool, but 
rarely have they been this charming. 

Mark Juddery 

FILM ★** 









Spider-Man 

Hot as twee as Antboy . 
but when all is said and 
done, it really isn't all 
that different. 
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CONNECTICUT 2: GHOSTS 

OF GEORGIA Cliched creep, ness 

Detail s 15 101 mins 31 October D i rector Tom Elki ns Screenwriter Da v d 

Coggeshall Cast Abigail Spencer. Chad Michael Murray Katee Sackhoff. Emily Alyn 
Lind .Grant James Distributor Uonsgate 



* 



- It can't be easy being 
an estate agent. 
Haunted house movies 
are everywhere, all 
following the same 
formula: a family moves into their 
dream house, only to find it infested 
with evil spirits. The Haunting In 
Connecticut 2: Ghosts Of Georgia 
is the latest in a long line of movies 
seemingly designed to put you 
off relocating. 

All the women in the Wyrick 
family - mum Lisa (Abigail Spencer), 
daughter Heidi (Emily Alyn Lind) 
and aunt Joyce (Katee Sackhoff) - 
have the dubious gift of being able 
to communicate with the dead, so 
when they move into a creepy old 
house, all of the lurking nasties come 
out to play. While Lisa medicates her 
visions away, Joyce encourages Heidi 
to embrace hers, and soon the little 
girl finds herself being hounded by all 
sorts of restless spirits. 

Though dad Andy (Chad Michael 
Murray) is mostly irrelevant to the 
plot, he gets all the best lines, and 
it's refreshing to see a character in 
a horror movie who believes in the 



supernatural even if he can't see 
it. Atl the groundwork for a solid 
(albeit generic) chiller is laid early 
on, only to be abandoned in favour 
of a needlessly complicated story 
about taxidermy, buried treasure and 
the Underground Railroad. Despite 
stopping just short of outright racism, 
the subplot about a pair of missing 
slaves feels distinctly exploitative. 

Worse, it takes a cavalier attitude 
to mental illness. In both cases, it 
feels like it's got something to say 
- it s on the tip of its tongue, it'll get 
there in a minute if you bear with it... 
but no, it never quite finds its voice. 

The best you could say for this is 
that it demonstrates the importance 
of getting a proper survey done 
before buying an old house. Maybe 
it s not all bad news for the real estate 
industry after all.,, 

Sarah Dobbs 
FILM 



The Amityville Horror 

The original true' haunted 
house movie (although the 
"facts' behind the film have 
been called into question). 
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FILM INFO 

Released 

TBC 2014 

Certificate 

TBC 

Director 

Alexandre Aja 

Screenwriter 

Keith Bunin 

Cast 

Daniel Radcliffe, Juno 
Temple, Max Minghella, 
Joe Anderson. Kelli Garner 

Distributor 

TBC 

Running Time 

123 mins 





Can the kids watch it? 

It's time totellthemthat, 
while Santa really exists, 

Harry Potter was just an 
actor - and he's doing grown- 
up things now. They might 
be disturbed to see him turning 
into the devil though (especially 
in the later scenes) and, 
even worse, talking in an 
American accent 

is the acting any good? 

Mostly yes, Not just Radcliffe. 
but also Juno Temple, Kelli 
Gamer and especially David 
Mo rse as M erri n s long-suffering 
father. Sadly, the snakes' 

performances lacked depth, 

And the special effects? 

S u re , but t h ey a re the worst 
thing about the film - as in, it 
is at its best when it isn't 
overtaken by CG I gore, snakes 
and demons, 

Does Heather Graham do 
anything different? 

Sort of. She usually has a heart 
of gold. Not this time. 






Daniel Radcliffe turns into the devil... sort of 



Daniel Radcliffe's recent career has 
been very impressive: from a youngster 
famous exclusively for playing one of the most 
recognised and highest-grossing characters in 
the movies, to a high-energy actor who inhabits 
his new roles so well that you can easily watch 
him without once thin king ‘It's Harry Potter!* 
The latest evidence was this year's Toronto Film 
Festival which showcased three new Radcliffe 
movies. In Kill Your Darlings, he plays a young 
Allen Ginsberg - and does so well while TheF 
Word sees him as a med-school dropout smitten 
by a friend. In that film, a definite crowd-pleaser, 
he's even better. 

Then there's Horns. This is the latest from 
French horror movie director Alexandre Aja 
( The Hills l Live Eyes), based on the novel by 
Joe Hill. Though an established horror talent 
in his own right, there's some traction to be 
gained in comparing him here to his father - the 
undisputed king of the chiller. Stephen King. 
King's work inhabits a secular world in which 
religion serves little purpose apart from driving 
people nuts. Homs * on the other hand, has a 
spiritual aspect in which religious symbols have 
real power - and can indeed save and protect 
those who use them. 

Radcliffe plays ig T a small-town American guy 
who is on the run, falsely (but understandably) 
blamed for the murder of his girlfriend 
Merrin (Juno Temple), with who he recently 
experienced a heated break-up. To add to his 
trouble, he is also inexplicably sprouting a pair 
of demonic horns. 



These horns are unsightly, but they also 
seem to bring out the worst in everyone he 
comes near, as they confess their darkest 
personal secrets to him - usually in a 'too 
much information' way - and often proceed 
to act upon them. As you would expect, this 
provides several moments of dark comedy - 
notably a clinic receptionist swearing abuse 
at the more annoying patients and a scrum 
of reporters beat each other to a pulp in 
order to get an exclusive interview with Ig - 
but before long, you find that all the laughs 
have lulled you into a false sense of security. 

Halfway through, it takes a decidedly 
darker turn, as Ig uses his new demonic 
powers to discover who killed Merrill, Now 
the movie lives up to its sinister subject 
matter, as we discover which characters' 
dark sides are overshadowed by their 
morality, and which are simply evil It all 
leads to a rather heavy-handed climax, 
complete with slithering CGI snakes, in 
which we are reminded of Aja's fondness 
for gory and brutal violence. It's great if 
you like that sort of thing, but there's more 
enjoyment to be found in the twists (as 
more t han a few characters surprise us 
with their secrets) and the mystery, which 
- despite Ig’s ability to magically pull a 
confession from any guilty person - is more 
challenging than you might think. 

The other mystery - regard mg the horns, 
and the powers that come with them - are 
something else. Like the events of classic 



fantasy-comedies like B^gand Groundhog 
Ddy the magic is never explained, Bui while 
those movies made some kind of narrative 
sense (even if they don't make any logical 
sense), as the heroes were suited to their 
experiences. Horns gives its hero a problem 
that he doesn’t really deserve. As Ig is clearly 
innocent (and no. that's not a spoiler, as it is 
obvious early in the film), why is he turning 
into the devil? As his powers are very useful 
in his quest for the truth, they become just a 
little too convenient. 




Mark Juddery 
VERDICT **★ 






H Prince Of Darkness 

John Carpenter does the person- 
become 5' bodily - vessel -for- Satan 
thing. Naturally, he goes a bit 
further than mere hofns. 
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